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Pastor’s Reflection….”We are Easter People” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Easter people raise your voices 
Sounds of heaven in earth should ring 
Christ has brought us Heaven’s choices 

Heavenly music let it ring 
Alleluia, alleluia 

Easter People let us sing 
 

Fear of death can no more stop us 
From our pressing here below 

For our Lord empowered us 
To Triumph over every foe 

Alleluia, alleluia 
On to victory now we go 

~ William M. James & Henry T. Smart 
 

It has been more than two weeks since we gathered to celebrate Easter.  What an incredible and   
glorious day it was, as people gathered in person and online to worship our risen Lord and              
Savior.  Since that day, people have returned to their busy schedules.  Our kids are taking the PSSAs, 
the stores have replaced the candy and baskets with summer displays, we find ourselves outside 
mowing and gardening.   The demands of life have slowly begun to overshadow that beautiful day of 
worship.  Easter fades in our memory as we move further and further away from that Sunday. 

As quickly as our society moves from one moment to the next, it is easy to see why Easter often     
becomes just another day on the calendar.  As Disciples, Easter is much more than a single day of  
celebration, a special Sunday on the calendar.  Easter is the defining moment of our trust in Jesus 
Christ.  Easter gives us joy, peace, and hope as we see clearly that, “neither death, nor life, nor        
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come….nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) That     
assurance provides us a foundation for our faith that leads us every day. 
 

As St. Augustine said so long ago, “We are Easter people, and alleluia is our song.”  I hope today and 
in the near future you will continue to join us for worship as we celebrate and find joy in knowing we 
are still an Easter people, celebrating, praising and sharing God’s great love for the world.  
 

Please note that this newsletter will provide some changes during the summer and we will also plan 
to gather outside for worship on designated Sundays.  

Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Shawn  
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Seeking Worship Assistants  
We need lay members and youth to serve as communion   

assistants, acolytes, and ushers during worship. We will be 

holding two orientation gatherings (Sunday, May 8 &       

Sunday, May 22) after worship to allow anyone who is         

interested to come and learn. Attend one of the two            

gatherings and we promise they will only take 20 to 30 

minutes. Email Pastor Shawn or sign up on the sheet being 

passed around before worship.  

The St. John’s Cemetery has a new Caretaker 
The St. John’s Cemetery board would like to inform the congregation of a new cemetery       
caretaker. Shane Jung will be the official cemetery caretaker, responsible for grave openings and 
closings, as well as foundations and monument maintenance. Shane is the caretaker for several 
cemeteries in the area and came highly recommended. This does mean a small price increase 
for grave openings and closings, but due to inflation and the current economic hardship, we 
hope that everyone understands the situation.  
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Sunday Morning Schedule 
    8:45am  -  Sunday School 
    10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    
Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Please join us for Bible Study. I have personally grown because of the group and 
I think those that join us have experienced growth as well. With all the things 
happening in the world around us, sometimes we just need to take a break and 
be encouraged to pray and let scripture guide us. I hope you may consider    

joining us every Wednesday at 10:00am.  The Zoom link and information is below.             
Meeting Link with Password: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134;   Password: 407818 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

St. John’s Pal Lunch Team 
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a year 
to approximately 60-120 people. St. John’s Pal Lunch Team is scheduled 
to service our next lunch on Friday, June 3, 2022.  If you have any     
questions about this service, please contact Larry Welty. 

MANY THANKS! 

    I would like to thank St. John’s for the beautiful Prayer Shawl and include a                 
  Special Thank You to the person who made it—thank you Dale!                              

  You are all so kind to think of me.  God bless you all!       

      Love, Dot Bonebrake 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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Confirmation Camp – June 12th – 17th  
 

If you have a 6th through 10th grader at home, please mark 
down the dates for this year’s All Saints Confirmation Camp at 
Camp Nawakwa. The camp week is scheduled for June 12th- 
17th. This week of camp is completely paid for by the church. 
Both Pastor Shawn and Amy will be attending, and we hope a 

large group of youth will join us.  Please reach out to Pastor Shawn with questions. 

It’s time for Summer Camp 
 

As you’re planning for summer, please consider sending your kids to   
summer camp. A list of camp weeks and themes is posted at 
www.lutherancamping.org/ . If camp seems too expensive, don’t worry, 
the church can help, and Pastor Shawn has several benefactors that want 
to make sure kids have a chance to go to camp. Send Pastor Shawn an 
email or go online and check out the amazing opportunities.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION INFORMATION 

Our last Sunday School for the year will take place on Mother's 
Day, May 8th, at 8:45am. Thank you so much to everyone who 
has been involved in Sunday School this year - as participants,      
volunteers, providing snacks, and more! The faith formation of 
our children and youth is crucial - thank you for your outpouring 
of love and support for our kiddos this year! Stay tuned for      
information about opportunities for continued fellowship 

throughout the summer season, as these will be posted in our newsletter and announcements. 
 

On May 15th, everyone is invited to join us for a time of fellowship and fun as we bring our Sunday 
School program to a close for the year. Bring a food item to share.  

SUMMER MISSION TRIP - For youth 12+ years and older 
 

In place of the National Youth Gathering, St. John’s will be    
organizing a summer mission trip to Scranton, PA. The dates of 
the trip are July 3rd through July 9th. The trip will cost only 
$150.00. A sign up is on the youth bulletin board. Sign-up 
deadline is May 15th. 

http://www.lutherancamping.org/
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Property Corner 
 

The HVAC installation is scheduled to be completed mid-May.  We had an          
in-depth discussion with JSM and Brad Nace (our carpenter) on what needs to 
be done in the Sanctuary to get the project to completion. Some pews in the 
rear section of the Sanctuary will be adjusted.  Please note that this will be  
happening within the next few weeks and treat it as a “construction zone”. 

Spring Flower Bed Clean-up!  May 14 
 

If you are avaiable, please come to help on Saturday, May 14th 
from 8:00am to 11:30am with cleaning up the church flower 
beds. We will mulch and pull weeds to make things look       
beautiful for the Spring and Summer. Donuts and Coffee will be 
provided. Please bring your own tools.        

Starting Sunday, June 5th    

worship will begin at 9:00am 
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ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY 

 

On April 6, 27 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which   

    included a total of 52 individuals and on April 7, 11 families were  

served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 33 individuals. 
 

The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open on May 4th in East Berlin with hours from 
4pm—6pm.  Abbottstown Food Pantry is open from 3pm – 5pm on May 5th.   

LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, May 3rd 
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry 

Love.  On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free   

laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz    

laundry mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring 

Grove.  This month we will offer free laundry on    

Tuesday, May 3 at 6:00pm. Watch the video on our 

website to learn more. Contact the office if you are    

interested in joining our team.   

Ruth’s Harvest  
During the month of May, please consider donating the  
following two food items (Chef Boyardee & Cereal  Boxes) 
to our backpack program.   Thank You!  

Next Packing Date: May 17th at 1pm 

  ARE YOU A CUSTOMER OF AERO ENERGY? 

We have received several checks from Aero Energy at the end of the heating 
season, just for your participation in their House of Worship program.  Thank 
you to all who are participating!  Please contact Donna in the office for more 
information on how you can help donate to St. John’s just by making your  

         propane/oil payment. 
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OFFERING: MONTHLY SPECIAL DESIGNATION  -  During the month of              

MAY, the special designation on your envelope will go to Lutheran Camping       
Corporation.  It is our hope that gifts designated to the Special Designation in May 
go above and beyond someone’s regular giving to the general fund.    
 

 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S  -  Don’t carry cash or checks?  Still want to give to 
the ministry and mission of the church?  Click on the QR Code and help us grow 
in our giving by making an online gift.  You will have the option to make a one 
time donation or a recurring donation.  This website is easy, quick and very        
secure.  Thank you for your support! 

BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER 
Dot Bonebrake will be celebrating her 95th birthday on May 14th.  Please        

surprise her with a birthday card to shower her with love on this                      
milestone birthday. 

Send to: 273 Protectory Rd., Abbottstown, PA  17301 
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:  

Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas Niedererr, Joe 
Heltzer, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg Adams, Brenda Shue, Larry LaRue, Kim H., 
Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of Eunice Mentzer), Virginia Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle), 
George Reber, Mary Fleming, Shirley Drummond (sister of Joan & Gary Slonaker), Hayley       

Thompson (granddaughter of Mary Fogle), Larry Brown, Annie Sharrer, Daylin 
Bennet, Adam Jones, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent,   
Estella Goodall, Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, Mary Lawrence, Lisa Hart, Carl & 
Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, Randy Ruth, Craig    
Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Myra Miller, Leslie Passalacqua, Scarlette
(Great-Granddaughter of Bonnie Staub), Nancy Emig, Margaret Lingg, Wilma 
Walker, Dave Cullison (friend of Linda Boyer), Tammy Gross, Bob Myers, Kandice 
March and Esther Swope. 
 

 

HOMEBOUND:                                                                                                                                            

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins and Merle Linebaugh. 

Sarah Crouse  May 1 

Anthony Staub  May 1 

Marlee Brown  May 2 

Gwen Harman  May 3 

Renee Noble  May 3 

Lisa Wildasin  May 3 

Robert Emig   May 5 

Ryan Haugh   May 8 

Gary Slonaker  May 8 

Rachel Berkebile May 9 

Owen Lewis   May 9 

Richard Staub III May 10 

Braylon Ross  May 10 

Colin Kirchner  May 10 

 

Stephanie Restuccia May 11 

Dawn Crawford   May 13 

Adelyn Laughman     May 13 

Kylie Slothour    May 13 

Dorothy Bonebrake  May 14 

Pam Noel      May 14 

Thomas Baker    May 15 

Charles Gabrielson  May 15 

Linda Meckley    May 15 

Cole Burchette    May 17 

Kimberly Arthur   May 18 

Eric Gruver     May 18 

Paris Mathias    May 18 

Sean Colgan    May 19 

 

Cailyn Miller     May 24 

Daniel Wildasin   May 24 

Janice Brady    May 25 

Linda Hoff     May 25 

Deborah Smith    May 25 

Heyla Martin     May 26 

Kerri Musselman   May 26 

Noah McEvers    May 27 

Robert Meckley   May 27 

Zachery Musselman  May 27 

Scott Wilt      May 28 

Chelsey Wentland  May 30 

*Denotes Homebound Member 


