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Pastor’s Reflection….We begin a season of growth 

The church has a calendar of seasons that are not dependent upon 
sun and moon but upon the life cycle of Jesus. Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. These are the seasons we    
remember. 
 

As we move into the summer months, we move into a new season 
as well.  Over the summer we experience the season of Pentecost. 

This is sometimes called the season of growing and the color that represents the season is 
green!  In addition, this season is sometimes called “ordinary time”. It is generally the longest 
season of the church year, and we will spend our time in worship learning about Jesus’        
teachings, miracles, and healings during His earthly ministry. It is not “ordinary” as in routine or 
boring. It is “ordinary” as we get to take time to be with Jesus.  
 

For many this season is a time we take rest, we recover, we relax, and I hope you can find St. 
John’s as a safe space to both relax and find Jesus. I pray that worship will continue to be a time 
that restores and helps you grow in the discipleship we experience together.   
 

During this season of growth, we will be sending 7 of our youth away to Confirmation Camp, 9 
people will be going on a service trip to Scranton, PA. We will serve approximately 300 meals at 
the Hanover Area Council of Church and 15 to 20 families a month will receive free laundry 
through Laundry Love and food at our mobile food pantry.  Also, each Sunday we with gather to 
pray, praise, strengthen and grow ourselves and our community in the grace and love of Jesus 
Christ.  
 

This summer, the season of Pentecost, will be filled with the joy of Jesus. I hope to see you at 
church and I hope you find time to be restored, to relax and to grow in Jesus.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Shawn  

Synod Assembly  
Amy Mambu, Norbert Mamet and Pastor Shawn will serve as our lay voting members for this 
year’s online Synod Assembly. Synod Assembly will take place on June 3rd and June 4th. Please 
hold these individuals and the assembly in your prayers for the business and edification of the 
larger church.  
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Something to help grow your understanding about Luther and Lutheranism  
Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

 
Martin Luther was eight years old when Christopher Columbus set sail 
from Europe and landed in the Western Hemisphere.  Luther was a 
young monk and priest when Michelangelo was painting the Sistine 
Chapel in Rome.  A few years later, he was a junior faculty member at 
a new university in small-town Germany, intently studying the      
Scriptures, “captivated with an extraordinary ardor for understanding 
Paul in the Epistle to the Romans.” 
 

In these days Luther was tormented by the demand for righteousness 
before God. “I did not love, yes, I hated the righteous God who      
punishes sinners, and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly        
murmuring greatly, I was angry with God.” Then, amid that struggle 
with God, the message of the Scriptures became clear, like a long-shut door opening wide. When 
he realized that a “merciful God justifies us by faith … I felt that I was altogether born again and 
had entered paradise itself through open gates.” 
 

What Luther discovered is the freedom of Christians trusting God’s mercy in Christ. As he later 
wrote, “Faith is God’s work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God. This faith is 
a living, busy, active, mighty thing. It is impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. 
Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that believers would stake 
their lives on it a thousand times.” 
 

This discovery set Luther’s life on a new course —both his own life and his public service as a 
preacher and teacher. When a church-endorsed sales team came to the Wittenberg area in        
October 1517, Luther was concerned that the promotion and sale of indulgences undermined the 
promise of God’s unreserved mercy in Jesus and the faith that trusts that promise. His 95         
Theses or Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences became the first of a life-long 
stream of books, sermons, letters, essays, even hymns in which he expressed his confidence in 
this life-giving promise from God, the Gospel, and its liberating implications for all of life in church 
and society.   (Information taken from the ELCA.org website)  

Summer Day camp offered at St. Matthew’s in Hanover 
 

Summer fun for elementary age youth entering grades 1-5 this fall. This is a    
5-day program, June 20-24, 2022, 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day, Monday 
through Friday. The camp is organized by Camp Nawakwa Lutheran Bible 
Camp for fun, worship, Bible study, games, nature study, singing, recreation, 

meeting new friends and sharing! Follow this link https://www.stmattlutheran.org/day-camp/  
to fill out a registration form and then make a $15 Down Payment or the full $70 Tuition. 

https://www.stmattlutheran.org/day-camp/
https://www.stmattlutheran.org/day-camp
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Sunday Morning Schedule—Summer Schedule 
    9:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

9:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Starting Sunday, June 5th    

worship will begin at 9:00am 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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We would like to thank everyone at St. John’s for the many cards, prayers 
and phone calls. A Special Thank You to Pastor Shawn for your visits,     
prayers and phone calls.  We’ve received so many and are so grateful to you 
all.               Love, Bob and Mary Louise Myers 

My family and I would like to  send a sincere THANK YOU to all of 
those who sent birthday cards. I received 105 fabulous cards (only 2 
alike), from family, friends and the church congregation. Many cards 
included heartwarming notes, a few people came to visit bearing 
gifts. Also, it was such a terrific surprise when the  congregation sang 
happy birthday at the beginning of the church service, WOW! I had a 

truly wonderful 95th birthday celebration mostly due to all the love I received through cards and 
prayers, from many thoughtful people.  A Special Thank You to Pastor Shawn for your visits and 
prayers!  They are truly appreciated!      With love and gratitude, Dot Bonebrake & family 

The Ellison, Stephens’, Jones families would like to thank Pastor Shawn 
and the congregation of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for all the 
cards, love, meals, prayers, calls and help while Jan had her health        
challenges over the last several months, weeks and years. 
 

As you know, Larry is relocating to Memphis, TN to be closer to his three 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.  His contact information is:  Larry Ellison, 57 S. 
Walnut Bend Road, Cordova, TN  38018   -   Email: Larjanlsn@comcast.net   -   Cell: 717-451-
3304   -   Debbie Stephens Cell: 901-351-6860 
 

The love of this congregation has been amazing, truly the body of Christ!  God Bless You Always! 
 

Love in Christ, Larry Ellison and Debbie Stephens 

St. John’s Pal Lunch Team 
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a 
year to approximately 60-120 people. St. John’s Pal Lunch Team is 
scheduled to service our next lunch on Friday, June 3, 2022.  If you have 
any questions about this service, please contact Larry Welty. 

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person.  Please consult the      
bulletin in case the Pastor is away.  Use this Zoom link   https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09                                       
or meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and Password: 407818. 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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SUMMER MISSION TRIP  
 

St. John’s will be sending 8 people to Scranton, PA with Group      

Mission Trips. Those individuals are Morgan Baker, Andrew Berkebile, 

Shawn Berkebile, Autumn Cole, Amy Mambu, Cailyn Miller, Cameron 

Miller, Norah Shively and Aiden Warner. A.J. Warner (Aiden’s Father) 

is a welding and technology teacher at Conewago and will be joining 

Group Mission Trips volunteer group.  

Please hold our Confirmation Campers in prayer 
Confirmation Camp will take place on June 12th through June 17th at 
Camp Nawakwa. St. John’s has seven youth participating and two 
adults. Andrew Berkebile, Brandon Bechtel, Autumn Cole, Cailyn 
Miller, Cameron Miller, Norah Shively and Aiden Warner will be our 
youth participants, and Amy Mambu and Pastor Shawn will be adult 

leaders at camp. Please hold this group of campers and adults in your prayers for the week.  

PROPERTY CORNER - from your Property Planning Committee 
 Heidler Roofing installed a roof ridge cap, repaired roof spots that needed 

attention, reattached two flashing soffit pieces, realigned a spout gutter, and 
capped the chimney on the Sanctuary Building.  They also repaired some 
damage to the Link rubber roof. We are told that the type roof we have on 
the Sanctuary is very durable and will give us many more years of service provided we take 
care of minor issues as they develop. 

 Lancaster Elevator will perform the three year required pressure test on our elevator’s         
mechanical system on June 9. 

 HVAC – although the final work has progressed slower than what was anticipated, the project 
will soon be completed.  Brad Nace will complete bulkheads on the east and west sides of the 
Fellowship Hall that will run the entire length of the room.  This will hide the line sets to the 
Sanctuary units.  Brad will also complete boxes to fit under the Sanctuary units to hide the 
lines sets.  John Witmer will seal the old AC ceiling vents and returns and also finish paint/stain 
areas that were disturbed by the HVAC installation.  John will also repaint the ceiling that was 
damaged by the roof leak and the east Narthex damaged by the steam system. 

 Both sets of double doors in the stairway will be rehung after we are able to reframe the door 
hinge mounting area.          
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RUTH’S HARVEST  
 

Ruth’s Harvest is a Backpack Ministry in our 
community.  Donations need to be individual     
servings and individually wrapped.  St. John’s 
Lutheran Church collects food for Bermudian 

Springs Elementary.  Please remember to      
purchase peanut-free products. 

Donations should be dropped into appropriately 
marked bins on the stage of the Fellowship Hall.   

SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN 
SPRINGS 

 
 

 PUDDING CUPS, GOLDFISH CRACKERS & CHEF 
BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE BEEFARONI AND   

LASAGNA CUPS   

        
 

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY 
 

On May 4th, 24 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which   

    included a total of 41 individuals and on May 5th, 15 families were  

served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 50 individuals. 
 

The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open on June 1st in East Berlin with 

hours from 4pm—6pm.  Abbottstown Food Pantry is open from 3pm – 5pm on June 2nd.   

LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, June 7th 
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry 
Love.  On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free   
laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz laundry 
mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring Grove.  This 
month we will offer free laundry on Tuesday, June 7 at 
6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to learn more. 
Contact the office if you are interested in joining our team.   
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Reminder  -  Puzzle Exchange  
If you are tired of the same old puzzles, bring them to St. John’s 
and swap them out for a new one. There will be a section of our  
library (Conference Room) dedicated to puzzles. Drop one off and 
take a new one home.  We are looking for complete puzzles only.  

Envelope - Special Designated Giving for June:  
______________________________________ 

During the month of June, the Special Designation on 
your envelope will go to the Laundry Love.  It is our 
hope that gifts designated to “Special Designation” in 
June go above and beyond someone’s regular giving to 
the general fund.    
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:  

Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas 
Niedererr, Joe Heltzer, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg Adams, 
Brenda Shue, Larry LaRue, Kim H., Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of 
Eunice Mentzer), Virginia Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle), George Reber, Mary  
Fleming, Shirley Drummond (sister of Joan & Gary Slonaker), Hayley Thompson 
(granddaughter of Mary Fogle), Larry Brown, Annie Sharrer, Daylin Bennet, Adam 
Jones, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent, Estella Goodall, 

Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, Mary Lawrence, Lisa Hart, Carl & Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan 
Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, Randy Ruth, Craig Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Myra Miller, Leslie 
Passalacqua, Scarlette (Great-Granddaughter of Bonnie Staub), Nancy Emig, Margaret Lingg,     
Wilma Walker, Dave Cullison (friend of Linda Boyer), Bob Myers, Kandice March, John Rabenstein, 
Carmen Baker, Esther Swope and Robert Hoff. 
 

HOMEBOUND:                                                                                                                                            

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins and Merle Linebaugh. 

 

Colton Stewart   June 4 

Nicole Matthews  June 5 

Ryan Osvath   June 8 

Brandon Bechtel  June 10 

Edgar Bechtel II   June 12 

Travis Harman   June 12 

Annie Sharrer   June 12 

Ivonne Gabrielson  June 13 

Ryan Laughman  June 13 

Nathan Laughman  June 14 

Drew Warner   June 15 

Christopher Leight  June 16 

Larry Welty   June 17 

 

*Erma Becker   June 18 

Nancy Brown   June 18 

Iva Breighner   June 19 

Cortney Marshall  June 19 

Seth Matthews   June 19 

Lori Garrett    June 20 

Ryan Groft    June 20 

Jennifer Zinn   June 20 

Clara Berkebile   June 21 

Maxwell Banda  June 22 

Jared Tyson    June 23 

Hannah Mitchell   June 24 

*Gloria Breighner  June 25 

 

Dean Garrett     June 25 

Shane Grim    June 27 

Luke Petrie     June 28 

Eric Rabenstein    June 28 

Jeddin Matthews   June 29 

Madilyn Sauter    June 29 

Margaret Linebaugh  June 30 

*Denotes Homebound Member 


