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Pastor’s Reflection….Statement in Response to SCOTUS Ruling 

People of St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
 
As siblings in Christ, we are challenged to sit side-by-side with one 
another in the full complexity of our shared humanity. This last 
week's SCOTUS ruling overturning Roe v. Wade marks a distinct 
turning point in our society, and it lifts to the surface some of the 

issues that challenge our ability to be community together.  For many there is rejoicing, for    
others there is deep despair, whatever the case may be for you, I hold that we strive to be     
community together. In Paul’s writing to the church in Galatia, his primary concern, Crystal L. 
Hall writes, “is not so much for the individual but for how groups of people can be in right and 
just relationship with one another within the church.” I pray we are able to see each other with 
the love of Christ and in turn share that love with those we encounter during this turning point 
and complex situation.    
 
We at St. John’s hold in our prayers all those whom this decision marginalizes, as well as all 
those doing the daily work of providing guardianship for children. We pray for healthcare       
providers, for those in law and government, and for spiritual counselors. We also remember that 
Christ's calling to us is always first to love, and that justice, equity, and mutual respect are the 
actions of that love.  Please read a statement form ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton (here: 
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8158) if you would like to learn more about the    
churchwide response.  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Shawn  

https://www.npr.org/2022/06/24/1102305878/supreme-court-abortion-roe-v-wade-decision-overturn
https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/roe-v-wade-supreme-court-abortion?name=styln-abortion-us&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection&variant=show
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8158
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Eastern Europe Crisis Response 
 

Since the beginning of Russia’s war against Ukraine on Feb. 24, millions of people have fled the 
country and are seeking refuge in neighboring countries 
including Hungary, Moldova, Poland, Romania and         
Slovakia. There are major humanitarian concerns for both 
internally displaced people and refugees. Many people 
fleeing their homes in Ukraine need shelter and basic    
necessities such as food, water and toiletries. Care for 
people also includes pastoral and psychological support to 
address the trauma they’ve endured. 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our         
companions in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, Romania,       
Slovakia and Moldova, as well as ecumenical partners such as Lutheran World Federation and 
Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis created by Russia’s war against 
Ukraine. These partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food,  
blankets, water and hygiene kits. Your gifts will support people impacted by the war. Gifts       
designated to "Eastern Europe Crisis" will be used in full (100%) for direct response to assist 
those affected. 
 

To give directly and through a protect website go to:  

https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response?
_ga=2.44096557.863259405.1656437375-1854877420.1637590997 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall Renovations  

Work is nearing completion with our H/VAC project. During the end of June and beginning of 
July our carpenters will be finishing up some of the final detail work for units and hiding the 
plumbing. Our painter is following up after them and making everything look nice and neat. The 
final step will be to add some carpet to finish out the sanctuary where we moved some of the 
pews.  

Please share a word of thanks with the Property Planning Committee, chaired by Jared Tyson.  

https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response?_ga=2.44096557.863259405.1656437375-1854877420.1637590997
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response?_ga=2.44096557.863259405.1656437375-1854877420.1637590997
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Sunday Morning Schedule—Summer Schedule 
    9:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

9:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

NO BIBLE STUDY JULY 6 OR JULY 27 DUE TO PASTOR SHAWN BEING OUT OF OFFICE 

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person.  Please consult the      
bulletin in case the Pastor is away.  Use this Zoom link   https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09                                       

or meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and Password: 407818. 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

Outdoor Worship Schedule  
 

In July we plan to worship outside on the side parking lot on Sunday, July 10th at 9:00am.  Bring a 
chair and enjoy the beauty of creation. We will worship inside if the weather does not              
cooperate.  

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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St. John’s Pal Lunch Team 
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a 
year to approximately 60-120 people. St. John’s Pal Lunch Team is 
scheduled to service our next lunch on Friday, July 15, 2022.  If you 
have any questions about this service, please contact Larry Welty. 

PROPERTY CORNER - from your Property Planning Committee 
 Lancaster Elevator completed the three year required pressure test on our 

elevator’s mechanical system on June 9 and all is well.  The cost was just over 
$1,200. 

 HVAC – all installation work has been completed and the system will be   
commissioned soon.  Some additional demolition work needs to be completed before we sign 
off on the JSM Mechanical part of the project.   

 Brad Nace is working on the bulkheads on the east and west sides of the Fellowship Hall. This 
will hide the line sets to the Sanctuary units.  Brad will also complete boxes to fit under the 
Sanctuary units to hide the line sets.   

 John Witmer is sealing the old AC ceiling vents and returns and is painting/staining areas that 
were disturbed by the HVAC installation.  John will also repaint the ceiling that was damaged 
by the roof leak and stain and finish the east Narthex wainscot damaged by the steam system. 

 Brad Nace will reframe and rehang both sets of double doors in the Sanctuary stairway. A 
problem exists in the door hinge mounting area. 

 The lights in the Link and Ed Bldg hallway have new bulbs and have been cleaned.  Thanks to 
Steve Sauter and Jared Tyson for doing this work.   

 The natural gas meter is to be removed June 30 and the church will be disconnected from     
Columbia Gas.           

 ST J PPC-Property Corner7.2022 

July Vacation Schedule for Pastor Shawn 
Pastor Shawn and his family will be headed to the beach July 23rd through July 
29th. Pastor Shawn will be away, Sunday, July 24th. Please contact the office for 
pastoral assistance during the time he is away.  

               JULY VACATIONS 

July Vacation Schedule for Donna King 
Donna King will be away from the office on vacation the week of July 18 –22.  Pastor Shawn will 
be in the office during his normal hours during this time. 
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SUMMER MISSION TRIP  
 

St. John’s will be sending 10 people to Scranton, PA with Group      

Mission Trips the week of July 3rd. Those individuals are Morgan 

Baker, Andrew Berkebile, Shawn Berkebile, Autumn Cole, Amy   

Mambu, Cailyn Miller, Cameron Miller, Norah Shively and Aiden 

Warner. A.J. Warner (Aiden’s Father) is a welding and technology 

teacher at Conewago and will be joining Group Mission Trips          

volunteer group.  

Confirmation Camp- Thank you!  
 

Thank you for making our Confirmation Camp experience a possibility. Our seven youth made a 
lot of friends and were able to experience the joy of Lutheran outdoor camping. This year’s 
theme was focused on Psalm 30:5 – “Weeping may linger for the night, 
but joy comes with the morning.” These youth were able to dive into hard 
topics and experience the joy of community together.   

ALiVE, Middle-School Retreat  
 

SIGN UP ON THE YOUTH BULLETIN BOARD 

September 23-25, 2022, at Camp Nawakwa 
 

ALiVE is an awesome experienced designed for our 6th through 8th 
graders.  We are looking for youth to sign up for this fun weekend 
away at Camp Nawakwa.   
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RUTH’S HARVEST  
 

Ruth’s Harvest is a Backpack Ministry in our 
community.  Donations need to be individual     
servings and individually wrapped.  St. John’s 
Lutheran Church collects food for Bermudian 

Springs Elementary.  Please remember to      
purchase peanut-free products. 

Donations should be dropped into appropriately 
marked bins on the stage of the Fellowship Hall.   

SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN 
SPRINGS 

 
 

 PUDDING CUPS, GOLDFISH CRACKERS & CHEF 
BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE BEEFARONI AND   

LASAGNA CUPS   

        
 

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY 
 

On June 1st, 27 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which   

    included a total of 54 individuals and on June 2nd, 13 families were  

served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 33 individuals. 
 

The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open on July 6th in East Berlin with 

hours from 4pm—6pm.  Abbottstown Food Pantry is open from 3pm – 5pm on July 7th.   

LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, July 5th 
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry 
Love.  On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free   
laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz laundry 
mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring Grove.  This 
month we will offer free laundry on Tuesday, July 5 at 
6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to learn more. 
Contact the office if you are interested in joining our team.   
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Reminder  -  Puzzle Exchange  
If you are tired of the same old puzzles, bring them to St. John’s 
and swap them out for a new one. There will be a section of our  
library (Conference Room) dedicated to puzzles. Drop one off and 
take a new one home.  We are looking for complete puzzles only.  

Envelope - Special Designated Giving for July:  
______________________________________ 

During the month of July, the Special Designation on 
your envelope will go to the ELCA WORLD HUNGER.  It 
is our hope that gifts designated to “Special               
Designation” in July go above and beyond someone’s 
regular giving to the general fund.    
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:  

Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas 
Niedererr, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg Adams, Larry LaRue, 
Kim H., Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of Eunice Mentzer), Virginia 
Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle), George Reber, Shirley Drummond (sister of Joan & 
Gary Slonaker), Hayley Thompson (granddaughter of Mary Fogle), Larry Brown, 
Annie Sharrer, Daylin Bennet, Adam Jones, Frank George, the family of Charlene 
Atha, David Trent, Estella Goodall, Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, Mary          

Lawrence, Lisa Hart, Carl & Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, Randy Ruth, 
Craig Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Scarlette (Great-Granddaughter of Bonnie Staub), Nancy 
Emig, Margaret Lingg, Kandice March, Carmen Baker, Robert Hoff, Jeanne Hoke and Leslie           
Passalacqua. 
 

HOMEBOUND:                                                                                                                                            

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins and Merle Linebaugh. 

 

Emma Copenheaver     July 2 

Makenna Hersh   July 2 

Sandra Wilt     July 3 

Craig Baker     July 5 

Cathy Bolden    July 7 

Thomas Haugh   July 7 

Emily Mitchell    July 7 

Doug Balko     July 8 

Autumn Cole    July 8 

Wayne Rodgers   July 8 

Ireland McEvers   July 9 

 

Salem Neiderer  July 9 

Ethel Swope    July 9 

Mya Cole     July 12 

Timothy Legore  July 12 

Lily Shafer    July 13 

Nancy Emig    July 14 

Richard Boyer   July 15 

Barbara Sharrer  July 15 

Linda Staub    July 16 

Chris Rohm    July 18 

Katie Swedo    July 18 

 

Bonnie Laughman July 19 

Steve Smith    July 21 

Shawn Berkebile  July 23 

Debra McEvers  July 24 

Nathan Bathurst      July 28 

Mikaela DeFilippo July 28 

Amanda Wentland July 28 

Daniel Mambu   July 29 

Helen Warner   July 30 

Timothy Groft   July 31 

*Denotes Homebound Member 


