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Pastor’s Reflection….Preparing for Lent 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

It seems a little silly to think about it, but before we know it, we will be 
deep into the season of Lent. With the shortest month before us, I 
wanted to take some time to help us prepare for Lent, a time that I    
believe could help us in this current season of continued pandemic.  
 

For forty days it rained on the ark; Moses fasted on Mount Sinai; the 
spies scouted out Canaan; Israel’s armies were taunted by Goliath;     

Elijah walked on the strength of the angle’s food to the mountain of God; Jesus wandered in the 
wilderness; and Jesus appeared after the resurrection. Forty is always the space between, the 
journey to God, the time it takes for us to see that God is already with us.  
 

Lent is forty days – more or less, it depends on how you count, and together we enter the biblical 
metaphor of a sacred span of time. In this continued pandemic season, it has felt like a long span 
of time, with lots of bad days, wilderness journeys, standing before our Goliath, scraping together 
resources – remember the toilet paper shortage. The stories that penetrate and carry us through 
Lent are very characteristic of the lives we are living. Therefore, in preparation I ask you to look 
out for the signs and guideposts calling you back to our shared relationship with Jesus.  
 

The winter months have already turned things dark and bleak. On Ash Wednesday (March 2nd) we 
will observe that all we are and all we own will return to the dust of the earth. I pray the signs will 
move you to come to God in all your rawness – fallen, broken, and frayed. It is in this place, in  
worship, in our closeness to God, that we experience a walk from winter into spring, from         
barrenness into growth and Jesus is with, we are never separated from God’s saving hand.  
 

I pray that as we plan and prepare for the season of Lent, we each find time and a place to renew 
our relationship with Christ. Each of us is a work in progress and if we take this work seriously, it 
will not only strengthen ourselves, but it will also strengthen the community we share. It will    
continue to renew and build up St. John’s in-person and online. Join me in this time of preparation 
and soon enough in the season of Lent, held in the closeness of our Savor.  

 

Blessed journey my dear friends, 

 

 

 

Pastor Shawn  
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Sunday Morning Schedule 
    8:45am  -  Sunday School 
    10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    
Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Please join us for Bible Study. I have personally grown because of the group and 
I think those that join us have experienced growth as well. With all the things 
happening in the world around us, sometimes we just need to take a break and 
be encouraged to pray and let scripture guide us. I hope you may consider    

joining us every Wednesday at 10:00am.  The Zoom link and information is below.             
Meeting Link with Password: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134;   Password: 407818 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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Youth Group Night – February 27th – 5:30pm to 9:00pm 
 

Youth Group is back in February. If you are 12 years of age and 
older, we would love for you to come to the church and have 
fun with friends.  On February 27th we will gather for dinner 
(Pizza) and activities at St. John’s. You are invited to bring 
friends. Sign up on the youth bulletin board. Youth group night 
will take place in general on the 4th Sunday of each month.  

Campfire and Confession  
On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Shawn and Amy Mambu 
will offer outdoor office hours, including a safe place 
for confession and prayer. From 10am till 12pm and 
6pm until the 7:00pm Ash Wednesday Worship    
Service, ashes will be available, a time of confession 
and prayer, plus the ability to pick up Lenten          
Devotionals and home communion kits will take 
place in front of the church building.  Please email or 
call Pastor Shawn if you have any questions.  

Confirmation Camp – June 12th – 17th  
 

If you have a 6th through 10th grader at home, please mark 
down the dates for this year’s All Saints Confirmation 
Camp at Camp Nawakwa. The camp week is scheduled for 
June 12th- 17th. This week of camp is completely paid for 
by the church. Both Pastor Shawn and Amy will be    
attending, and we hope a large group of youth will join us.  
Please reach out to Pastor Shawn with questions. 

SUMMER MISSION TRIP - For youth 12+ years and older 
 

In place of the National Youth Gathering, St. John’s will be    
organizing a summer mission trip to Roanoke, VA. The dates of 
the trip are July 3rd through July 9th. The trip will cost only 
$150.00. A sign up is on the youth bulletin board. If you want 
to find out more about Group Mission Trips, please visit them 
here:  GroupMissionTrips.com. 

https://groupmissiontrips.com/
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Thank you to Pastor Shawn for your prayers, help and the food from the Altland House, which 
was very good!  Thank you to all of St. John’s congregation for your well wishes, cards and    
prayers during our difficult time.  It was a tremendous help and we are VERY GRATEFUL!        

Shannon, Jennifer, Debra McEvers and Family 

Following 6 months of chemotherapy, George Reber was declared cancer free. His colostomy has 
been reversed; he continues to gain strength and mobility. Big, huge, colossal thanks to the  

prayer warriors of St. Johns for remembering George in prayer.           
                                          Bob and Linda Meckley 

The Family of Ruth Linebaugh would like to say “Thank you” for all the prayers, cards and telephone 
calls received. It is greatly appreciated.  To those who assisted with the service;  Fellowship        

Committee and Donna Renault you made the morning special “Thank you”.  
 

Pastor Shawn “Thank you” for being there for Mother as she walked the final part of her life here 
on earth.  From her entire family “Thank you for your guidance, assistance, prayers and a beautiful 

Celebration of Life Service”.      
              

May God Bless you always!! 

Becky, Steve Young and Family 

Jim Linebaugh and Family.   

Pastor Shawn’s February Vacation  

Pastor Shawn and his family will be in Florida, February 12 through February 19. 
Our supply Pastor for Sunday, February 13 will be Pastor Mark Oldenberg.  
Norbert Mamet will be on call in case of an emergency. Norbert can be reached 
at 717-521-9493.  

St. John’s Pal Lunch Team 
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a year 
to approximately 60-120 people. St. John’s Pal Lunch Team is scheduled 
to service our next lunch on Friday, March 11, 2022.  If you have any     
questions about this service, please contact Larry Welty. 
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ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY 

 

On January 5, 26 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which   

    included a total of 59 individuals and on January 6, 13 families were  

served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 29 individuals. 
 

The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open on February 2nd in East Berlin with hours 
from 4pm—6pm.  Abbottstown Food Pantry is open from 3pm – 4pm on February 3rd.   

LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, February 1st 
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry 

Love.  On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free   

laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz    

laundry mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring 

Grove.  This month we will offer free laundry on    

Tuesday, February 1 at 6:00pm. Watch the video on 

our website to learn more. Contact the office if you are 

interested in joining our team.   

Ruth’s Harvest  
During the month of February, please consider donating 
the following two food items (Chef Boyardee & Cereal  
Boxes) to our backpack program.   Thank You!  

  ARE YOU A CUSTOMER OF AERO ENERGY? 

We have received several checks from Aero Energy at the end of the heating 
season, just for your participation in their House of Worship program.  Thank 
you to all who are participating!  Please contact Donna in the office for more 
information on how you can help donate to St. John’s just by making your  

         propane/oil payment. 
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OFFERING: MONTHLY SPECIAL DESIGNATION  -  During the month of              

FEBRUARY, the special designation on your envelope will go to Souper Bowl-Pink 
Pig.  It is our hope that gifts designated to the Special Designation in February go 
above and beyond someone’s regular giving to the general fund.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S  -  Don’t carry cash or checks?  Still want to give 
to the ministry and mission of the church?  Click on the QR Code and help us 
grow in our giving by making an online gift.  You will have the option to make a 
one time donation or a recurring donation.  This website is easy, quick and very        
secure.  Thank you for your support! 
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:  

Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas Niedererr, Joe 
Heltzer, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg Adams, Brenda Shue, Larry LaRue, Kim H., 
Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of Eunice Mentzer), Virginia Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle), 
George Reber, Mary  Fleming, Kim Shirley Drummond (sister of Joan & Gary Slonaker), Hayley    

Thompson (granddaughter of Mary Fogle), Larry Brown, Annie Sharrer, Daylin 
Bennet, Adam Jones, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent,   
Estella Goodall, Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, John Jeffcoat, Mary Lawrence, 
Lisa Hart, Carl & Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, Randy 
Ruth, Craig Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Myra Miller, Leslie Passalacqun, 
Scarlet (Great-Granddaughter of  Bonnie Staub), Dot Bonebrake, Janet Ellison, 
Nancy Emig, Margaret Lingg, Hillary Christensen, Gordon Stambaugh and Wilma    
Walker . 
 

 

HOMEBOUND:                                                                                                                                            

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins and Merle Linebaugh. 

Clare Colgan        February 1 

Ainsley Harman   February 2 

*Merle Linebaugh   February 3 

Luke Sprenkle   February 3 

Joshua Rickrode  February 4 

Sarah Legore    February 5 

Tom Linebaugh   February 8 

Alexis Cutshall   February 9 

Cameron Miller   February 11 

Lisa Hart     February 12 

Kaitlyn Frey    February 13 

Darcy Tyson   February 13 

Lindsay Mummert February 14 

Kelly Kirchner  February 15 

Peggy Tyson   February 15 

Sandy Haverstick February 16 

Joan Sauter   February 17 

Liam Shafer   February 17  

Gary Landis   February 18 

Barbara Colandreo  February 19 

Luke Frey    February 19 

Vicki Stewart   February 20 

Peter Petrie   February 21 

Ethan Garrett   February 23 

Rylee Haugh   February 23 

Carol Zeigler   February 24 

Delores Lillich  February 25 

Keith Shively   February 26 

Quynn Menges  February 27 

Leah Slothour  February 27 

 

         *Denotes Homebound Member 


