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Pastor’s Reflection….God is Big! 

In the middle of July, NASA released the first images from the James 
Webb space telescope, revealing the largest and most intensive 
view of the universe. Pictured are just a few of the images that   
capture God’s imagination and creative power.  

There are those who 
have long professed 

the belief that science and religion are at war with 
each other. Albert Einstein disagreed. “The more I 
study science, the more I believe in God,” he is   
reported to have said. Nobel Prize winning      
Physicists, Joseph H. Taylor, Jr., who is credited 
with the discovery of the first known binary pulsar 
and supported work for the Big Bang theory, said, 
“A scientific discovery is also a religious discovery. 
There is no conflict between science and religion. Our knowledge of God is made larger with 
every discovery we make about the world.”  

Over the last few days and weeks, I have taken time each day to pray and look at the images of 
our universe and the vast expansion of galaxies that are now coming into frame. It helps me to 
recognize and understand just how small, yet significant we are in the grand scheme of God’s 
creative plan. Our planet isn’t even a spec of sand in comparison to the larger picture of God’s 
creation and yet God knows every hair on my head (Psalm 139). God knows us and claims us as 
beloved children of God.  Therefore, looking at these images and praying over them, helps me to 
step aside every once and awhile, and stops me from trying to take control of everything God 
places before me. I hope you can do the same.  

Dr. Grace Wolf-Chase, Astronomer, writes this, “I think astronomy teaches us humility and       
reminds us that God is bigger than human understanding. It cautions us not to demand that the 
Divine conforms to limited human ways of imagining God.” These images don’t challenge my   
belief in God, they only broaden my understanding of just how awesome and powerful, creative 
and loving our God truly is. Take some time this summer to simply investigate the heavens and 
give thanks for how awesome our God truly is and just how big our God’s imagination is.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Shawn  
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ALiVE 2022 : Middle -School Retreat September 23 -25 @ Camp Nawakwa  
 

ALiVE is our Synod’s annual middle-school youth event, scheduled for 

September 23-25, 2022, at Camp Nawakwa. Youth entering grades    

6-8 this fall are invited to participate. Sign up on the youth bulletin 

board.  Congregational groups are housed together, but youth gather 

in small groups with peers and small group leaders for conversation 

around our theme, 'Created For...' 

Back to School Event – Aug. 16 (4:00pm to 6:00pm) Seeking Volunteers  
On August 16th, Pastor Shawn is looking for some volunteers to help with the back-to-school 
event New Hope Ministries is sponsoring @ Cross Keys Fellowship Church in New Oxford. Pastor 
Shawn and volunteers will be handing out school supplies, and free Kona Ice. We need a few 
families to join us to help bring a smile to those in need. The event will take place from 4:00pm 
to 6:00pm. If you are interested in helping, please reach out to Pastor Shawn.  

Outdoor Worship Schedule  
 

In August we plan to worship outside on the side parking lot on Sunday, August 14th at 9:00am.  
Bring a chair and enjoy the beauty of creation. We will worship inside if the weather does not              
cooperate.  
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Sunday Morning Schedule—Summer Schedule 
    9:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

9:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person.  Please consult the bulletin in case the 

Pastor is away.  Use this Zoom link   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09  or meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and 
Password: 407818. 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

PROPERTY CORNER - from your Property Planning Committee 
 ST J PPC-Property Corner7.2022 

 HVAC – all installation work has been completed and the system will be      
commissioned soon.  Additional demolition work needs to be completed 
before we sign off on the JSM Mechanical part of the project.   

 Brad Nace has completed work on the bulkheads on the east and west sides of the Fellowship 
Hall and the boxes in the Sanctuary to hide and protect the unit line sets.  Brad also revamped 
the Sanctuary stairway double door hinge mounting.  This was a very involved  job and will last 
a longer time than when the doors were originally hung.      

 John Witmer sealed the old AC ceiling vents and returns and painted/stained areas that were    
disturbed by the HVAC installation.  John also repainted the ceiling that was damaged by the 
roof leak. He also stained and finished the east Narthex wainscot damaged by the steam      
system. 

 The natural gas meter was removed and the church has been disconnected from Columbia 
Gas. 

 Work is beginning to repair the Beauty Shop front porch support blocks that were damaged by 
weather.   

 Work will soon begin on sealing the Ed Bldg chimney, some spouting work on the rear north 
west side of the Ed Bldg, and patching a brick hole left from the gas supply line to the Parlor.   

 
   ST J PPC-Property Corner8.2022      

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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UH&L Festival and Fireworks- August 6th 

Donna King- Set to Retire 
Near the end of June, Donna King, our office administrator for the last seven years, shared her    
formal notice of retirement. We are sad to see her go but know that she will be loving her new                 
responsibilities of being a primary care giver for her new granddaughter, Rowan Mae.  Donna’s   
official last day will be August 25th. Please stop by the office and share your appreciation for a job 
well done and the spirit led work shared with our congregation.  Pastor Shawn and the mutual   
ministry committee have already started work with planning for a successful transition in our office 
responsibilities.  More details to be shared in the coming weeks.  

FROM DONNA to Pastor Shawn, Council & St. John’s Congregation: 
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for your support and for the opportunity to work with 
you all during these last 7 years.  It has been my pleasure to serve you and I will miss you all. 
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Blood Drive – August 8th – 12:00pm to 5:00pm 

St. John’s Pal Lunch Team 
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a year 
to approximately 60-120 people. St. John’s Pal Lunch Team is scheduled to 
service our next lunch on Friday, August 26, 2022.  If you have any     
questions about this service, please contact Larry Welty. 
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RUTH’S HARVEST  
 

Ruth’s Harvest is a Backpack Ministry in our 
community.  Donations need to be individual     
servings and individually wrapped.  St. John’s 
Lutheran Church collects food for Bermudian 

Springs Elementary.  Please remember to      
purchase peanut-free products. 

Donations should be dropped into appropriately 
marked bins on the stage of the Fellowship Hall.   

SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN 
SPRINGS 

 
 

 PUDDING CUPS, GOLDFISH CRACKERS & CHEF 
BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE BEEFARONI AND   

LASAGNA CUPS   

        
 

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY 
 

On July 6th, 25 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which   

    included a total of 40 individuals and on July 7th, 13 families were  

served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 33 individuals. 
 

The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open on August 3rd in East Berlin with 

hours from 4pm—6pm.  Abbottstown Food Pantry is open from 3pm – 5pm on August 4th.   

LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, August 2nd 
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry 
Love.  On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free   
laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz laundry 
mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring Grove.  This 
month we will offer free laundry on Tuesday, August 2 at 
6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to learn more. 
Contact the office if you are interested in joining our team.   
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Reminder  -  Puzzle Exchange  
If you are tired of the same old puzzles, bring them to St. John’s 
and swap them out for a new one. There will be a section of our  
library (Conference Room) dedicated to puzzles. Drop one off and 
take a new one home.  We are looking for complete puzzles only.  

Envelope - Special Designated Giving for August:  
______________________________________ 

During the month of August, the Special Designation on 
your envelope will go to the RUTH’S HARVEST.  It is our 
hope that gifts designated to “Special Designation” in   
August go above and beyond someone’s regular giving to 
the general fund.    
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:  

Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas 
Niedererr, Amy Ogurcak, Kandace March, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg        
Adams, Larry LaRue, Kim H., Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of Eunice 
Mentzer), Virginia Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle), George Reber, Shirley Drummond 
(sister of Joan & Gary Slonaker), Hayley Thompson (granddaughter of Mary 
Fogle), Larry Brown, Annie Sharrer, Daylin Bennet, Adam Jones, Frank George, 
the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent, Estella Goodall, Lois Martoranna, Josiah 

Snyder, Mary Lawrence, Lisa Hart, Carl & Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, 
Randy Ruth, Craig Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Scarlette (Great-Granddaughter of Bonnie 
Staub), Nancy Emig, Margaret Lingg, Leslie Passalacqua and Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk). 
 

HOMEBOUND:                                                                                                                                            

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh and Carmen Baker. 

 

Richard Staub  August 1 

Lynne Miller   August 2 

Russell Bolden  August 5 

Shannon McEvers August 6 

John Rabenstein August 6 

Keith Baker   August 8 

Harold Roomsburg August 9 

Philip Sprenkle  August 10 

Kathy Seilhamer  August 11 

Brandy Harman  August 11 

Christie Murphy  August 12 

 

 

Joel Lillich    August 12 

Nino Restuccia   August 12 

Mallori Miller    August 12 

Molly Warner    August 13 

Emily Stambaugh  August 16 

Morgan Baker   August 17 

Andrew Berkebile  August 21 

Kaitlyn Leight   August 21 

Kennedy Stambaugh August 21 

Bonnie Staub  August 21 

Steven Young  August 22 

 

 

Laurel Huff   August 25 

Brent Sauter   August 26 

Trenton Stewart  August 26 

Brooke Miller   August 29 

Jacklyn White  August 29 

Timothy Colgan  August 30 

Hans Kirchner  August 30 

Richard Sharrer  August 30 

Shirley Crawford August 31 

 

*Denotes Homebound Member 


