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Pastor’s Reflection – Getting back to the basics… Why fellowship is so important! 

God never intended ‘people’ to be separated.  In the very beginning, God said, “It is not good for man to 

be alone.”  That has not changed.  It is even more important for the followers of Jesus Christ to come   

together.  Terms such as “family,” “together,” “fellowship” are all important concepts in the Gospel for us 

to gather and encourage one another.   

The pandemic took its toll on our systems of gathering and in fact, I believe the evil one found the perfect 

avenue to lull us into believing that we can grow strong while staying separate. This of course is not true, 

and this is just one of the reasons we have grown further apart and find ourselves not trusting and not  

listening to each other.  I believe, now is the time, to get back to the basics of fellowship and community 

and we hope to provide those opportunities at 

church.   

I’ve been reading and hearing a lot, recently, 

(articles, podcasts, and preachers speaking)  

of the importance to, now, come back together 

and re-establish the family of God.   

Each of us together shows all of God’s graces 

to the world. No one is perfect. We all sin, but 

each of us has a purpose here on Earth to 

show aspects of God to those around 

us.  Think of it like a cake. You need the flour, sugar, eggs, oil, and more to make a cake. The eggs will 

never be the flour. None of them make up the cake alone. Yet together, all those ingredients make a     

delicious cake. It is like that with fellowship. All of us  together show the glory of God.  

This starts with simple opportunities of fellowship each Sunday morning. In the Fellowship Hall every 

Sunday we encourage our children to gather, break bread together, and have a time of fellowship. Sure, 

we bribe them with donuts and hot chocolate, but that time apart is priceless. The simple conversations, 

the way they listen to each other, the strength we see in a community being formed has endless            

opportunities for faithful witness and God’s grace to be shared.  

The coffee and breakfast snacks we provide are also available to you as well. Come to church early and 

start up a conversation on Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall. Get back to the basics, listen to each 

other and learn something new about someone in our community. I believe this will be a simple way that 

we continue to repair our community and strengthen it for the future.  

In this newsletter you are going to read about several ways to be authentic community together. Give 

Good News and Brews, Hymns for Hope, Coffee Hour, or the Wednesday Online Bible Study a try and 

see what God is up to in authentic Christian community. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Shawn  
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Called to Serve as Christ Serves Us 

As the leaves are changing and the days are getting shorter, we enter a new season that is commonly 

called a season of giving. But where does this call to generosity come from? As God shows off the beauty 

of God’s good creation in these sweet days of autumn, we are reminded of all of God’s good gifts to us – 

the bounty of autumn harvests, the coziness of blankets and bonfires, the laughter and companionship of 

loved ones, and God’s ultimate gift to us – the gift of Jesus Christ. As we enter this season of giving, may 

we remember all that God has given us, and may we look to Christ as the ultimate image of generosity, 

giving his very body and blood for the sake of the world. May we remember Christ’s call to feed the hungry 

and clothe the poor, and may we live into this call with humble and generous hearts. 

During this season, there are many opportunities to live out our call to        

generosity as a congregation. We invite you to join us as we collect food 

from our community neighbors for the New Hope Thanksgiving           

distribution, and to give what you are able from your own pantry shelves 

as well. We are also looking for volunteers to help with this distribution at 

New Hope on Saturday, November 19
th
 – people of all ages are invited 

to join us! Finally, as we approach the season of Advent, we will be    

collecting items for New Hope’s Christmas Blessing – household items, 

clothing, toys, and more. 

I hope you each are able to live into this call to generosity this season, in these ways and more, and I pray 

that you are blessed with the generosity of those around you as well! 

Grace and peace to you, 

Vicar Amy Mambu 

Turkey Donations and Volunteers Needed - Thanksgiving Distribution 
  

New Hope is once again seeking donations of frozen 

turkeys for Thanksgiving and Christmas. You can drop 

off a donation at any of the New Hope locations or you 

can bring the donation to church on Sunday, November 

6
th
. We are also collecting boxes of stuffing and cans of 

corn. The deadline for food donations at the church is 

November 6
th
.  

If you are interested in volunteering at the Thanksgiving 

distribution at New Hope’s New Oxford location,          

on Saturday, November 19
th,

 a signup sheet with designated time slots is available in the Fellowship 

Hall. We encourage families and pairs of people to sign up together.  
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Good News and Brews  
November 8th – 6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Join Pastor Shawn and others at the Altland 
House for a time of faithful conversation and to 

enjoy good food and good company.  If you 
would like more information or details, please 

reach out to Pastor Shawn.   
See you on the 8th! 

New Membership Gathering  
Sunday, November 6th, 6:00pm 

 

A New Members gathering will take place on 
Sunday, November 6

th
 at 6:00pm in the           

Fellowship Hall. If you are not yet a member but 
interested in learning more, please reach out to 
Pastor Shawn before the event. This gathering 

will include a dessert social, information about the 
church, and will be family friendly.  

Prayers for the upcoming Election 

Loving God, creator of this world who is the source 
of our wisdom and understanding, watch over this 
nation during this time of election. Help us to see 
how our faith informs our principles and actions. 

Lord in your mercy. Hear my prayer.  

We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold 
this privilege and responsibility with the care and 

awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters 
and that it is an act of faith.                                  

Lord in your mercy. Hear my prayer. 

Help us create communities that will build your king-
dom here on earth – communities that will protect 
the poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for 

those who are not seen and heard, and listen to eve-
ryone’s voice.                                                         

Lord in your mercy. Hear my prayer. 

We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May 
we come together for the common good and do as 
you have called us to do – to act justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you through creation.             
Lord in your mercy. Hear my prayer. 
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https://rsvp.church/r/i846CLhm 

 

Hurricane Relief 
 

Are you looking for a way to help those            
affected by this year’s storms?  Consider   

making a gift to Lutheran Disaster         
Response - a shared ministry of the ELCA 
and LCMS.  You can write out a check to 

St. John’s and write LDR in the memo 
line, or visit their website. Thanks for you 

caring generosity. 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response shares 
God's hope, healing and renewal with 

people whose lives have been disrupted 
by disasters in the United States and 

around the world. When the dust settles 
and the headlines change, we stay to  
provide ongoing assistance to those in 

need. You can visit us at:  
 

https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse 

Hymns for Hope  
 

This is a causal event filled 
with good food, great music, 
and a fun atmosphere that 
you will not want to miss.  
Invite a few friends as we 
come together to support 
and celebrate New Hope     
Ministries. $25 per person 
will get you all the food you 

can imagine, a drink    
voucher, and a significant 

portion of that price goes to 
New Hope as a donation.  

RSVP today - use the QR 
code to the left or the link 
below. On behalf of New 
Hope Ministries - Thanks!  

 

https://rsvp.church/r/i846CLhm
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MUSIC NOTES     
 

The Junior Choir (grades 3 and up) will          
rehearse on Sundays,                            

November 6 and 13, at 8:30 am -                                        
all singers are welcome to join! 

 

The Chancel Choir will have anthems 
during the 10 am service throughout the 

year. Rehearsal for the anthem for the day 
will be in the choir room at 9:30 am. 

Please feel free to join us anytime you’re 
available.  You’re welcome to sit in the 
choir loft with the choir OR sit with your 

family and then join us for the                
Offertory Anthem. 

 

Whether or not you help us on Sunday 
mornings, please consider singing with the 
Cantata Choir on December 18 at 10 am. 
Mark your calendar for the first rehearsal 

on November 9 at 7 pm. 

 

Please contact Donna Renaut                  
(717-451-0959) if you have any questions 

Lock-In – November 11th  
 

Vicar Amy and Pastor Shawn will host a 
Middle and High School Lock-in on Friday, 
November 11

th
 to Saturday, November 12

th
 

at St. John’s. A sign-up sheet is located on 
the Youth Bulletin Board.  

 

 
Winterfest – Save the Date  

 

Winterfest has a long tradition of faith-
formation with senior high and college stu-
dents in our synod! Winterfest returns to a 
full weekend, scheduled for January 6-8, 

2023, when we will celebrate our 30th    
Anniversary event.  

Youth Happenings! 
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Christmas Blessings Express and 
Mitten Tree 

 

This year for our Christmas gift collection 
and helping those in need we will be      

collecting new and unwrapped gifts for 
New Hope Ministries and their Christmas 

Blessings Express distribution.  
 

A suggestion of gifts is provided in a 
printout on the Fellowship Hall Stage.     

We will also have a Mitten Tree and we are 
seeking donations of new winter gloves 

and hats. Donations for  
Christmas Blessing Express are due by 
Sunday, December 4th.  Both collections 

will be on the church stage in the  
Fellowship Hall.  

 

Additionally, our November Special      
Designation offering will be used to       
supplement your in-kind donations.  

Congregation Meeting  
Mark your Calendar: Our annual Congregation 

Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 11th. 

Topics of conversation/action: Council/ Endowment/ 

Cemetery Board Committee Nominations and  

Adopt the 2023 Compressive Budget.  

 

St. John’s  
  Property Corner 

From your Property Planning Committee 
 

HVAC – the system is commissioned 

and is functional for heat and AC.  

The system will need to have each 

unit filter cleaned on a regular basis.  

We will work on doing that monthly.   
  

Coverall, our facility cleaning service, 

has done a deep clean which         

included: Fellowship Hall; Link;  

Sanctuary; Ed Bldg; and waxing the 

Ed Bldg basement floor.  In addition, 

Council approved Cintas to service 

the restroom areas with soap, toilet 

paper, trash cans, and hand sanitizer 

stations at building entrances.  
   

Larry Welty is overseeing our rental 

properties.  He is working with       

Optimum Pest to control insect,      

rodent, and humidity problems. Work 

has been completed on repairing the 

porch entrance to the Beauty Shop.  

All work related to the rental         

properties will be paid out of the  

rental fund. 
 

We’re looking for additional members 

to the Property Planning Committee.  

The committee meets about 4 times 

per year and reviews property issues 

and plans for the future/facility issues 

at St John’s.  If you would like        

additional info, please contact       

Jared Tyson at 717-624-7213. 
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LAUNDRY LOVE  
Tuesday, November 1st 

 

St. John's has joined the movement called 
Laundry Love.  On the first Tuesday of the 
month we offer free laundry to those with     
financial need at The Sudz laundry mat at 

the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring 
Grove.  This month we will offer free     
laundry on Tuesday, November 1 at 

5:30pm. Watch the video on our website to 
learn more. Contact the office if you are   

interested in joining our team.   

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN  
FOOD PANTRY 

 

During October, 27 families were served at 

the East Berlin Pantry, which included a total 

of 60 individuals, and 20 families were 

served at the Abbottstown Pantry,  
 

The  Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry 

will be open in East Berlin from 4pm-6pm on 

Nov. 2
nd

 and in Abbottstown from 3pm-5pm 

on Nov. 3
rd

.Guests will be able to self select 

food and household items  

from the mobile trailer.   

PAL LUNCH TEAM 
 

The Hanover Area Council of Churches 
serves a hot meal 365 days a year to ap-

proximately 60 to 120 people.  These meals 
are lovingly made by member congrega-
tions from all across the area. St. John’s  

Lutheran Church PAL Team is scheduled to 
serve our next meal on  

Friday, November 18, from 9AM-Noon     
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

 
If you are interested in joining our PAL 
team, please give Larry Welty a call at     

717-253-4744.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to express our sincere 

thanks for all of the cards and acts of 

kindness received during the passing of 

our mother, Zelma Lebo. Special thanks 

to Pastor Shawn and Larry and Linda 

Welty for all of their help. 
 

-Steve & Joan Sauter and Family 
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RUTH’S HARVEST  
 

Ruth’s Harvest is a Backpack Ministry in our 
community.  Donations need to be individual     
servings and individually wrapped.  St. John’s 
Lutheran Church collects food for Bermudian 

Springs Elementary.  Please remember to      
purchase peanut-free products. 

Donations should be dropped into appropriately 
marked bins on the stage of the Fellowship Hall.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
 
 

 PUDDING CUPS, GOLDFISH CRACKERS &  

CHEF BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE BEEFARONI 
AND   LASAGNA CUPS   

 

 

We need your help to pack food on 

Tuesday, November 15 beginning at 12:45PM  
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Sunday Morning Schedule            
  8:45am -- Sunday School 

10:00am -- In-Person & Online worship 

On YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

On Zoom:       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134? 

                        pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

    or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818    

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
I want to take a few minutes and invite you to Bible Study. I have personally 
grown because of the group and I think those that join us have experienced 
growth as well. With all of the things happening in the world around us, we 
sometimes just need to take a break, be encouraged, pray, and let scripture 

guide us. I hope you may consider joining us every Wednesday at 10:00am.  The Zoom link and                 
information is below. Meeting Link with Password: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134; Password: 407818 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

 

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Looking for an alternative to cash or 
checks to give to the ministry and mission 

of the church?  Go to our website 
www.stjohnsatown.com and click on the 
donate button, or click on the QR Code  
below and help us grow in our giving by 
making an online gift.  You will have the 
option to make a one time donation or a 
recurring donation.  This website is easy, 

quick and very secure.   
Thank you for your support! 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

We are accepting sponsors for our Altar 
Flowers.  See sign-up sheet in the Fellow-

ship Hall, or call the church office at        
717-259-0796 to sponsor your flowers      

today!  Please note: Altar Flowers are now 
$30. Thank you! 

 Sponsors needed for Dec.11 & 25  
sign up for 2023 will be  available  

beginning Nov.6 

Bing free image 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE  
TO ST. JOHN'S:  

SHOPPING ON AMAZON 
 

Did you know that Amazon has a separate 
website called "Amazon Smile" that is ex-
actly the same as the regular Amazon site 

except for one thing: a portion of your   
purchase on Amazon Smile goes to 
the charitable organization of your 

choice!  If you’re looking for another way to 
give to St. John's, all you have to do is go 
through smile.amazon.com instead of the 
standard website, and choose St. John's 
Lutheran Church, Abbottstown, PA as the 
organization you would like to give to.    

A percentage of every purchase you make 
goes to our ministry, truly making your   

dollar go further! 

 

Envelope - Special Designated Giving: 
 

During the month of November,   

the Special Designation on your envelope  

will go to Christmas Blessings Express and 

Mitten Trees. It is our hope that our  

“Special Designation” gifts go above and beyond 

our regular giving to the general fund.  

October 2, 2022 

http://www.stjohnsatown.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1510111
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We are praying for: 
Those serving the larger church: 

Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson   -  Tanzania  -  Our sponsored ELCA missionaries 

Mindy Shively  -  Camp Nawakwa/Lutheran Camping Corporation 
a 

Persons who are ill or hospitalized: 

Jeanne Hoke  -  recovering from surgery at Cross Keys Village-The Brethren Home 

Larry Ellison  -  in hospital in Tennessee 

Margaret Lingg  -  broken shoulder & arm 

Patsy DeHaas (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from broken ribs 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from surgery 

Robin Florence (niece of Mary Fogel) - recovering from brain surgery 

Scarlette (great-granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - recovering at home - kidney transplant surgery 

Walter Schneider (brother-in-law of Bob Meckley)  -  dealing with pain management 

Glenn Heflyn (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for his eyes 

Ryan Laughman  -  receiving outpatient care from home 
 

Persons undergoing treatment for cancer: 
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 

Tony Jacoby  -  receiving care for bone cancer 

And, our homebound members: 

Carmen Baker    Erma Becker  

Gloria Breighner   Dorothy Bonebrake     

Dorothy Hoffheins       Merle Linebaugh    

 

Shawn Mitchell        November 2 

Terry Rodgers        November 2 

Eric Cole       November 3 

Brian Crouse    November 3 

Jennifer McEvers  November 3 

Taylor Groft          November 4 

Nickolas Laughman    November 4 

Ethan Laughman       November 4 

Crystal Wilcox        November 4 

Kovi Grim    November 5       

James Leonard  November 5       

Kathleen Colgan    November 7 

Suzette Sauter  November 8 

Carson Burchette November 9 

Justin Gruver  November 10 

Doris McCauslin  November 10 

Andrew Bathurst November 12 

 

          

Angela Frey   November 12 

Rickie Breighner  November 13 

Olivia Stambaugh     November 13 

Dennis Strickler      November 15 

Karl Tyson                November 15 

Robert Hoff, Jr.         November 16 

Mindy Shively           November  18 

Paul Minnich             November  19 

Donald Rodgers       November 19 

Emma Lewis         November 20 

Ty Martin         November 24 

Stephen Sauter       November 24 

Bradley Rodgers November 25 

Alison Baker         November 26 

Chloe Wentland  November 27 

Robin Hoff              November 28 

John Mracko         November 30 


