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MISSION STATEMENT
We are a community of Christians who, through God’s Word and Sacraments, are enabled
by the Holy Spirit to grow and serve Christ at home and in the world.
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Pastor’s Reflection…There is a place for you here
For decades our church signage has shared the sentiment, “All are
welcome!” And while this slogan is lovely, many in the church have felt
that it doesn’t say enough- that it’s too simple. In addition, I wonder if
this sentiment has always been true. Have we as a congregation done
the faithful work to make sure all people, all of God’s children, feel
welcome in the church?

If you drive past the church over the next few weeks, you will see a sign (pictured here) that was
gifted to us from the Lower Susquehanna Synod. The sign reads,
“This is Christ’s Church. There is a Place for You Here.” I wonder if
this changes anything. Does this take our message of welcome
further?
I hope in the coming weeks and months as you read the church
signage, that it causes you to pause and think about our
congregational life together. During this season of unrest and
struggle, are we as the church, willing to have dialogue and ask questions as it relates to who
belongs in the church? Are we willing to wrestle a little, take our questions to God, share our
concerns or our joy as this sign has the potential to take us to a deeper place of welcome? A sign
like this has stimulated a lot of pondering in me and I hope you will share where it leads you.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Shawn

Prayers for the upcoming Election.
Loving God, creator of this world who is the source of our wisdom
and understanding, watch over this nation during this time of
election. Help us to see how our faith informs our principles and actions. Lord in your mercy.
Hear my prayer.
We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold this privilege and responsibility with the
care and awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters and that it is an act of faith. Lord in
your mercy. Hear my prayer.
Help us create communities that will build your kingdom here on earth – communities that will
protect the poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for those who are not seen and heard,
and listen to everyone’s voice. Lord in your mercy. Hear my prayer.
We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come together for the common good
and do as you have called us to do – to act justly, love mercifully, and walk humbly with you
through creation. Lord in your mercy. Hear my prayer.
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We are excited to bring back an old St. John's tradition - - the
annual community food drive for New Hope Ministries. Over
the years, this has been a very successful project to gather food
for our neighbors in need. On Sunday, October 31st we will
gather after church to distribute grocery bags around the
community to ask for donations. Then, on Sunday November
7th, we will again gather after church to collect the donated
bags. We are in need of families, with a driver, to help with this
project. It should take less than an hour. For safety reasons, it
would be best this year if family groups work together so we are not mixing families in cars. We
are asking family groups to sign up on the form below.
We hope that you will consider helping out with this very meaningful project.
Thank you!
https://www.timetosignup.com/mrscolgan/sheet/1320971

Congregational Meeting – December 12th
On Sunday, December 12th we will gather for our annual
congregational meeting to conduct the business of the
church. This meeting will take place in person and will
also be available through the ZOOM Worship link. We
will do our best to allow those on ZOOM to participate
and ask questions as much as possible.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
8:45am - Sunday School
10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA
10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook - Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or by dialing +1 929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134 Passcode: 407818
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!
Please join us for Bible Study. I have personally grown because of the group and
I think those that join us have experienced growth as well. With all the things
happening in the world around us, sometimes we just need to take a break and
be encouraged to pray and let scripture guide us. I hope you may consider
joining us every Wednesday at 10:00am. The Zoom link and information is below.
Meeting Link with Password: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134; Password: 407818
To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 7, 2021
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ONLINE GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S - Don’t carry cash or checks? Still want to
give to the ministry and mission of the church? God or our website and click on
the donate button www.stjohnsatown.com or click on the QR Code and help us
grow in our giving by making an online gift. You will have the option to make a
one time donation or a recurring donation. This website is easy, quick and very
secure. Thank you for your support!

Christmas Blessings Express and Mitten Tree
This year for our Christmas gift collection and helping those in need, we will be
collecting new and unwrapped gifts for New Hope Ministries and
their Christmas Blessings Express distribution. A suggestion of
gifts is provided in the link below, on the next page and
available as a printout on the Fellowship Hall Stage. We will
also have a Mitten Tree and we are seeking donations of new winter gloves and
hats which will be donated to a local school district. Donations for Christmas
Blessing Express are due by Sunday, December 12th. Both collections will be on
the church stage in the Fellowship Hall. Visit the New Hope Ministries website if you are
interested in volunteering during the Holiday Season. https://nhm-pa.org/christmas-blessing-express/
5
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Annual pledge cards coming in the mail.
This month you will receive a stewardship letter and a pledge card in the mail. We hope you will
consider filling out the card as an induvial or family to help our congregation better prepare for
the 2022 calendar year. The pledge cards should be mailed back to church by December 12th or
received during in-person worship on Sunday, December 12th. Even during this season of
challenge, our giving and support has remained strong and stable. The church council would like
to thank each person for their commitment to the ministry we share at St. John’s.
Envelope - Special Designated Giving for November: During
the month of November, the Special Designation on your
envelope will go to Angel Tree & Christmas Blessings
Express. It is our hope that gifts designated to “Special
Designation” in November go above and beyond someone’s
regular giving to the general fund.

St. John’s Golf Outing
The St. John’s Golf Outing was a big success. Thank you, Dick and Barbe Sharrer
for organizing the event and to Brian and Kelly Leib for their support, leadership,
and generous donations. We had 64 golfers and a beautiful day to play at the
Hanover County Club. The team of Gruver, Gruver, Gruver and Haverstick took
first place and Eric Gruver got his name the coveted “Martin ‘Jake’ Alleman” putting trophy.
Finally, more than $2,500.00 was donated to New Hope Ministries and $500.00 was donated to
our youth fundraising account. Thanks to everyone who participated, and we hope to see you
next year!

HVAC Update: The project is moving slower than expected. Two new wall units have been
installed in the Link. Installation work continues for the ceiling units in the Nursery, Three/Four
year old, Secretary, Pastor Office, and Conference rooms. Units will also be installed in the
basement Mechanical, Confirmation, Kitchen, and Large room areas. We have a supply chain
issue involving stands for the outdoor units to sit on the existing pad. Current estimate is for
the system to provide heat to the Ed Bldg in the first or second week of November.
ST J PPC-Property Corner 10.25.21
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ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY
On October 6th, 17 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which
included a total of 30 individuals and on October 7th, families were
served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of individuals.
The Mobile trailer is back. The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open (Dates and
hours below). Guest will be able to self select food and house hold items from the trailer. East
Berlin hours will be 3pm—5pm November 3rd and Abbottstown from 3pm –4pm on November
4th. Our next dates are November 3rd & 4th.

Ruth’s Harvest
During the month of November, please consider
donating the following two food items (Chef
Boyardee & Cereal Boxes) to our backpack
program.
Thank You!

LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, November 2nd
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry
Love. On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free
laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz laundry
mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring Grove. This
month we will offer free laundry on Tuesday, November 2
at 6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to learn more.
Contact the office if you are interested in joining our team.
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ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS NOW!
Orders are now being taken for Christmas Poinsettias. This
year the plants will cost $10.00 each, available in Red, White
and Jinglebells. Please complete this form, detach, enclose
your remittance and give it to Sally Grim or place it in the
Offering Plate. DEADLINE FOR PLACING YOUR ORDER is
December 5th.
*AGAIN THIS YEAR! Instead of a Poinsettia, you may be
interested in giving a gift to World Hunger in memory or in
honor of someone. Names (not amounts) will be included in
the Christmas Bulletin, as well as those who ordered poinsettias. Poinsettias can be taken after
the 7 PM Service, Christmas Eve.
POINSETTIA COLOR ____________________________$ 10.00
*OR GIFT TO WORLD HUNGER - AMOUNT $______________
IN MEMORY OF______________________________________
IN HONOR OF________________________________________
PRESENTED BY_______________________________________
OFFERING ENVELOPE NAME OR NUMBER -if different from
above___________________________________
(For additional order)
POINSETTIA COLOR ____________________________$ 10.00
*OR GIFT TO WORLD HUNGER - AMOUNT $______________
IN MEMORY OF______________________________________
IN HONOR OF________________________________________
PRESENTED BY_______________________________________
OFFERING ENVELOPE NAME OR NUMBER -if different from
above___________________________________
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GIVE TO ST. JOHN'S WHEN SHOPPING ON AMAZON THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Did you know that Amazon has a separate website called
"Amazon Smile" that is exactly the same as the regular
Amazon except for one thing: A portion of your purchase
on Amazon Smile goes to the charitable organization of
your choice! If you’re looking for another way to give to
St. John's, all you have to do is go through smile.amazon.com instead of the standard website and
choose St. John's Lutheran Church, Abbottstown Pa as the organization you would like to give
to. A percentage of every purchase you make goes to our ministry, truly making your dollar go
further!

ARE YOU A CUSTOMER OF AERO ENERGY?
We have received several checks from Aero Energy at the end of the heating
season, just for your participation in their House of Worship program. Thank
you to all who are participating! Please contact Donna in the office for more
information on how you can help donate to St. John’s just by making your
propane/oil payment.
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:
Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas
Niedererr, Joe Heltzer, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg Adams,
Brenda Shue, Larry LaRue, Kim H., Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of
Eunice Mentzer), Virginia Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle), George Reber, Mary
Fleming, Kim Shirley Drummond (sister of Joan & Gary Slonaker), Hayley
Thompson (granddaughter of Mary Fogle), Larry Brown, Annie Sharrer, Daylin
Bennet, Adam Jones, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent,
Estella Goodall, Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, John Jeffcoat, Mary Lawrence,
Lisa Hart, Carl & Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, Donald Ruth, Randy
Ruth, Craig Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Myra Miller, Leslie Passalacqun, Scarlet (GreatGranddaughter of Bonnie Staub), Dot Bonebrake, Janet Ellison, Jeremy Smith and Nancy Emig.

HOMEBOUND:
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Suzanne George, Dorothy Hoffheins, Miriam Huff and Merle
Linebaugh.

Shawn Mitchell

November 2

James Leonard

November 5

Robert Hoff, Jr.

November 16

Terry Rodgers

November 2

Kathleen Colgan

November 7

Paul Minnich

November 19

Eric Cole

November 3

Suzette Sauter

November 8

Donald Rodgers

November 19

Brian Crouse

November 3

Carson Burchette

November 9

Donald Ruth

November 19

Jennifer McEvers

November 3

Justin Gruver

November 10

Emma Lewis

November 20

Jean Baker

November 4

Doris McCauslin

November 10

Ty Martin

November 24

Taylor Groft

November 4

Andrew Bathurst

November 12

Stephen Sauter

November 24

Nickolas Laughman

November 4

Angela Frey

November 12

Bradley Rodgers

November 25

Ethan Laughman

November 4

Rickie Breighner

November 13

Alison Baker

November 26

Larissa Neiderer

November 4

Olivia Stambaugh

November 13

Robin Hoff

November 28

Crystal Wilcox

November 4

Dennis Strickler

November 15

Katie Huff

November 29

Kovi Grim

November 5

Karl Tyson

November 15

John Mracko

November 30
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*Denotes Homebound Member

