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Pastor’s Reflection - “Romans 13 got a lot of attention in June.”
If you turned on the news or listened to the radio late in June, biblical interpretation was at the forefront of
most conversations and Romans chapter 13 was the focus. But what does the apostle Paul say beyond
one verse? Who was he writing to and does this change how it should be interpreted today? I hope this
short reflection helps clarify some things or at least sparks some questions to help your conversations on
the subject. Sooner, rather than later, we need to talk about these things with people we don’t agree with.
We need to listen as much as we share our opinion. We need to read things for ourselves and wrestle so
that we can engage the other who sees things differently. In case you don’t have scripture handy, here is
Romans 13:1-6, but notice I go beyond in the reflection.
Romans 13:1-6
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and
those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists authority resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,
but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its
approval; for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the
authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the wrongdoer.
Therefore, one must be subject, not only because of wrath but also because of conscience. For the same
reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, busy with this very thing. (For context,
read 1:1-14.)
Paul wrote his letter to Christ-believing non-Jews in Rome to give them guidance about how to live
faithfully in the Roman Empire. Since Rome was an Empire, it clearly separates us from some of the
subject that Paul was attempting to address. These early Christians didn’t have the same rights we have.
In a democracy it gives us the opportunity to influence our countries laws and policies. In his letter to the
Romans, Paul encourages Christians to cooperate with the empire and pay taxes (verse. 7). But taxes
are not the only things that they are obligated to pay, according to Paul: "Owe no one anything, except to
love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law." (verse. 8) This is a mic drop of the
chapter and has been missing from the majority of our conversation. In every time and place, Christians
have an obligation to love, which is higher than any legal obligation.
Here are a few questions to ponder and ask yourself or perhaps ask someone you are close with. What
obligations do Christians have toward governing authorities? How should we behave in a democracy, as
opposed to an empire? Where do you see opportunities to "love one another," over and above legal
obligations?
This last question reminds me of our congregation’s advocacy for Annie Sharrer and all patients seeking
access to Medical Marijuana. We didn’t want to see Annie suffer anymore and even though her medicine
was against the law, the proper thing to do was to love her and fight for her fair treatment and access.
Many could use Romans 13 to say what we did was wrong and others could use it to justify our actions.
My hope and prayer for each one of you is that you are willing to have these conversations with people
who will not simply agree with you. That prayerful and with God’s guidance we can grow in our faith and
our understanding of very difficult issues taking place around us, but we can also use scripture to
strengthen our commitment to God, our church, and loving our neighbor.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Shawn
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Synod Assembly Recap
Bishop Dunlop shared how, over the last five years, we have been moving in a new direction
to encourage our congregations to go deeper in their relationships with God, with one
another, and with their communities. Bishop Dunlop also
reported that as the ELCA, we are examining ‘Future Directions
2025,’ which has identified two key areas: congregational
vitality and leadership development. These are two key
missional areas we have been focusing on.
Last fall, a synodical renewal team was established and we
entered a “season of listening.” The Renewal team provided a
report about their discoveries. We learned that growing and
equipping leadership, supporting an experimental and
changing culture, and mission (the Great Commission) and Service (the Great
Commandment) are what matter most for our life together. We invited the assembly into
deeper discernment about our future missional priority areas.
As another example of renewal, Deacon Chandler Carriker, Associate Director for Outreach
and Engagement for Lutheran World Relief, served as our morning session keynote speaker
and spoke about the renewal of LWR Farmers Market Coffee.
Mikka McCracken, World Hunger Director for Planning and Engagement for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, was the Churchwide representative to the assembly.
Representing Presiding Bishop Eaton, Mikka offered a keynote address and Bible study on
Thursday afternoon, and presented the Churchwide Report on Friday. Mikka challenged us
to consider taking our witness just one step further… “In the Lower Susquehanna Synod of
the ELCA we feed the hungry as we have been fed by Christ… and we, in the communities
where our congregations are present, have eradicated hunger as the first, hunger-free
geographical synod of the ELCA.”
During assembly, we adopted continuing resolution S9.04. r.A.18., the Preliminary
Identification Process Leading to the Election of a Bishop. The following resolutions were
passed: Resolution of Gratitude for the Rev. Thomas E. McKee (SA18.06.10) and Resolution on
Ending Homelessness (SA18.06.11). We adopted our Fiscal Year 2019 budget of 2,685,000
(SA18.06.13). All actions taken during assembly will be available as soon as the draft minutes
are finalized.
We give thanks for our new pastors and deacon who were ordained and consecrated at
worship on Friday evening, and for Norma Good who was recognized for her thirty years of
volunteer service as Lutheran World Relief’s Volunteer Coordinator of Welfare Projects.
Our Synod prepares for a very busy assembly next year as we get ready for three separate
elections, The Bishop, the Secretary of the Synod, and Vice President. Pastor Shawn will be
seeking lay voting members earlier than normal as we prepare for the election of the Bishop
and the nominating process.
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JULY 1
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

JULY 8
7th Sunday after Pentecost
No Sunday School
Worship 9:00 am

No Sunday School
Worship 9:00 am

JULY 15
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion
No Sunday School
Worship 9:00 am












JULY 22
9th Sunday after Pentecost
No Sunday School
Worship 9:00 am

JULY 29
10th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion
No Sunday School
Worship 9:00 am

Volunteers are still needed for Youth Communion Assistant, Acolyte and Nursery. Please see bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall for the signup sheet.
The AED equipment has been updated.
Pastor Cindy Chambers will fill in as Supply Pastor on July 1st, 15th and 22nd.
Pastor Shawn will be on vacation mid-July and at Chautauqua Institute July 22-28.
7 Youth attended Confirmation Camp the week of June 10th, along with Pastor Shawn and Mindy as support staff.
Vacation Bible School will be July 9th and 10th, 6-8pm and July 12th, full day at Wittel Farm.
Property Planning Committee:
 130 E. Water Street will be on the market for rent soon with a monthly rate of $1,600.
 12 E. Water Street project will be revisited once parsonage renovation is completed and rented.
Dan Wildasin will be invited to the August 14th council meeting to discuss the scholarship that is available for a St.
John’s congregate pursuing a career in ministry or missionary work through the Elsie Eisenhart Trust.
Pastor Shawn will meet with Joel from Bitner Henry Insurance Agency to ensure we are properly covered.
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ALTAR GUILD………………………………………………………..………….Bev Strickler and Joan Slonaker
OFFERING COUNTERS................................................................................Bonnie Staub and Margie Linebaugh
July 1 (Communion)

July 8

Head Usher /Comm. Asst….…...Larry Welty / Lori McIntire
Youth Communion Assistant……....……...Danielle McIntire
Acolyte.……..……...………………………………….OPEN
Lector………………………….…….……….Vicki Crawford
Front Door Greeters………..........Donald & Darlene Rodgers
Elevator Greeter.……….…….……...Dale & Vicki Crawford
Bulletin Folders……..…………………Mary & Larry LaRue

Head Usher ……………………………………Joe Rickrode
Acolyte.……….………………………………Owen Wilcox
Lector…………………...………..…………….Darcy Tyson
Front Door Greeters……...…….Norma & Linda Rohrbaugh
Elevator Greeter.…………………..Timothy & Amy Colgan
Bulletin Folders……....................Mary Louise & Bob Myers

July 15 (Communion)

July 22

Head Usher /Comm. Asst…..…Lori McIntire / Patti DeGroft
Youth Communion Assistant…...…………………….OPEN
Acolyte.……..……………...........................................OPEN
Lector………………..…........…...…………...Katie Neiderer
Front Door Greeters……………....Thomas & Ruthetta Baker
Elevator Greeter.………………..Brenda & Glenda Hoffheins
Bulletin Folders…….....…………….…………………...

Head Usher ……………………………………Dean Garrett
Acolyte.……….…………………………...………….OPEN
Lector…………………..………..…………Kathy Seilhamer
Front Door Greeters……...….Lorna Runk & Dot Bonebrake
Elevator Greeter.………..……….Shirley & Dawn Crawford
Bulletin Folders………........Arlene Moul and Joan Slonaker

July 29 (Communion)

PLEASE NOTE:

Head Usher /Comm Asst……..Crystal Wilcox / Jerry Lillich
Youth Communion Assistant…...…………………….OPEN
Acolyte.……….…………………………...…...Evan Wilcox
Lector…………………..………..……………Terry Rodgers
Front Door Greeters……...…………...Larry & Mary LaRue
Elevator Greeter.………….....Michelle Trent & Nancy Emig
Bulletin Folders………...........Shirley Arnold / Bonnie Staub

St. John’s nursery will be unstaffed, but available to
those parents who need it during the summers months.
Parents are welcomed to watch their children in the
nursery, and at the same time, follow the worship
service on video.

Pastor Shawn will be out of the office July 15 - 28 for
Vacation and Chautauqua Institute. Please call the
church office for emergencies.
Donna King will be out of the office July 16-20 for
Vacation. If you have a pastoral emergency, please
call the office and let a voice message. Messages will
be checked on a regular basis.

We would like to thank Pastor Shawn for all his visits
and prayers during this difficult time. Also, thank you
to everyone for the many cards and prayers for the
loss of our father. It is very comforting to know so
many people care.
God Bless,
The Hoffheins Family

TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR MAY WORSHIP
SERVICES…445
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Volunteers are still needed for Youth
Communion Assistant, Acolyte and Nursery
The signup sheet is on the bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall. Please schedule your dates today!

LAUNDRY LOVE - August 7th
Due to the Holiday, we will postpone Laundry Love for July.
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry
Love. On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free laundry to those with financial need
at The Sudz laundry mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring Grove. This month we will
offer free laundry on Tuesday, August 7 at 6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to learn
more. Contact the office if you are interested in joining our team.

PAL LUNCH TEAM
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a
year to approximately 60 to 120 people. These meals are lovingly
made by membership congregation from all across the area.
St. John’s Lutheran Church PAL Team is scheduled to serve our next
meal on July 6th.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
If you are interested in joining our PAL team, please give Bev Strickler a call at 259-9878.

“GOOD NEWS & BREWS”
“Good News & Brews” is a partnership ministry between St. John’s and
Trinity in East Berlin. We will gather on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at the Altland House for conversation; a time to be social, drink wine or
beer and eat some dinner, if you wish. The pastors will share the Good
News and a topic for conversation. Join us on Tuesday, July 24th for our
next gathering. Please invite a friend.

Community Garden – Volunteers Needed
Volunteers will be needed throughout the summer (starting in June
through August) to care for the community garden. Jobs include weeding,
watering, and harvesting. Look out for the sign-up sheet located in the
Fellowship Hall to express interest and times available. Please call the
church office 717-259-0796 if you have any questions or are interested in
helping during the summer.
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SEND YOUR KIDS TO SUMMER CAMP
Camp flyers and information are now available. Summer camping
programs for young people are offered at two of our local church
camps, Nawakwa and Kirchenwald. Programs such as sports camps,
outdoor wilderness camps, canoe camps, bike camps, and the
traditional small group resident camp programs offer a wide variety
of exciting programs for young people. Did you know that St. John’s
will support and offer partial tuition for a regular week of camp?
Check out info here https://www.lutherancamping.org/ or pick up a camp brochure today.

VBS – “GROWING WITH GOD”
St. John’s will host “Growing with God,” our home grown VBS on July
9th and 10th from 6:00pm till 8:00pm. Pre-School to 5th grade youth
are invited to register online (www.stjohnsatown.com), click on the
link on page 9, or you can hand in a pre-registration form available in the church office. Please
invite neighbors and friends to join us. In addition to our two evening events we will be taking
a field trip to the Wittel Farm for a day of service learning and swimming. We will spend the
morning working on an active farm and the afternoon at the local camp pool. We will meet at
the church on Thursday, July 12th at 8:00am and return by 4:00pm. The event on the 12th is
for youth 6 years of age and older. We also need volunteers and chaperons for all three days. If
you can volunteer please fill out a registration form, there is a section on the form for
volunteers.

CEMETERY FLOWERS
If your flowers have been removed from the cemetery due to clean-up/
mowing, and are still in good shape, you may find them inside the
bench seat located by the back entry to the church. If your flowers
have been damaged, they will be discarded. Thank You!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION…
•St.

John’s has a Library, located in the conference room in the Education/Office Building.
Members are encouraged to borrow books, supply books to be borrowed, and donate to
the library.

•The

Community Aide bin in the parking lot is there for us to donate clothing items for the
needy. St. John’s receives a small donation per pound from Community Aide. Our most
recent check received was for $18.00.
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St. John’s Annual
Golf Outing
Bridges Golf Club
Sunday, September 23, 2018
1 pm Shotgun

4 person scramble – may move ball one club length – not nearer to
hole - cannot change condition (if in rough - stay in rough, if in trap - stay in trap) – no
requirement for drives

Ladies from RED tees
Men from WHITE tees
Over 70 from GOLD tees

PRIZE HOLES
Hole #4………..….Closest to the Pin
Hole #8………....……..Longest Drive
Hole #18………..………...Longest Putt
Closest to the Pin to be added to Martin Alleman Trophy
Winning Team names will be placed on the Bud Wildasin Plaque
$55 per player includes Greens Fee, Cart, Dinner and Prizes
Dinner at Bridges Clubhouse after Golf
Dinner Only Guests welcome at $18 per person
Registration and payment MUST be received by Sunday, September 16
***Prize donations are necessary and appreciated for the success of outing***
contact Dan Wildasin 451-7675 for questions
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GOLF REGISTRATION FORM

Name
Player #1
______________________________________________________________________
Player #2
______________________________________________________________________
Player #3
______________________________________________________________________

Player #4
______________________________________________________________________

Checks should made out to St. John’s Lutheran Church,
please note Golf Outing in memo space
$55 per player (Golf & Dinner)
$18 per person (Dinner Only)
May be placed in offering plate or mailed/dropped at Church Office
9

Sign Up Today
Registration is still open for July 9th and 10th.
Registration for July 12th will close July 1st
(July 12th is open to everyone 6 years of age and older)

Register Here : https://goo.gl/forms/2NqcbIlwLroZnSmE3
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Register Here : https://goo.gl/forms/mWfIHdcrGfk6dJNG3

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD
PANTRY
On June 6th, 96 households were served at the Pantry; which included a
total of 251 individuals.
Donate your time—Volunteers Needed: Anyone is welcome to come and volunteer at the
Abbottstown / East Berlin Food Pantry. The Pantry is open every first Wednesday of the month
from 2:00pm until 6:00pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, East Berlin. Our next date is July 5th.

Simply show up or sign up at www.volunteersignup.org/CBB89
The grocery cart located in the elevator lobby is available for monthly donations.
Nonperishable food and assorted canned goods are always needed.

RUTH’S HARVEST

SPECIAL NEEDS
RUTH’S HARVEST HANOVER
OATMEAL & POPTARTS

Ruth’s Harvest is a Backpack Ministry in our
community. Donations need to be individual
servings and individually wrapped. St. John’s
Lutheran Church collects food for Hanover
School District and Bermudian Springs
Elementary. Please remember to purchase
peanut-free products.
Donations should be dropped into appropriately
marked bins on the stage of the Fellowship
Hall.

RUTH’S HARVEST
BERMUDIAN SPRINGS
BEFFERONI, POP TARTS & PUDDING
CUPS

DEADLINE for AUGUST 2018 Eagles Wings
is Sunday, July 15th
It is very important that articles of special programs, events, fundraisers, etc. are submitted to the church
office. Thank you!!
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:
Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Susan Klunk, Kris Spangler, Kevin Shearer, Shirley
Crawford, Nancy Kane, Laura Franze, Thomas Niedererr, Sally Gardner & family, Diana Rager,
Kim Leppo, a friend of Bonnie Staub’s grandson, Mary Shaberly, Annie Sharrer, Steve
Holsopple, Donna Dressler, Daylin Bennet, Robert Myers (brother-in-law of Lisa Neiderer),
Adam Jones (friend of Lisa Neiderer), Michele Trent, Shirley Mummert, Tom Womer, Betty
Sharrer, Ryan Laughman, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent, Carmen
Miranda (mother of Ivonne Gabrielson), Josh Williams, Diana Coons, Estella Goodall, Shirley
Kloss, Robin Reich, Lorna Runk, Nancy Niedererr, Annie Quinn, Joan Sauter, Dot Bonebrake and Darlene Rodgers.
.HOMEBOUND:

Erma Becker, Lena Breighner, Suzanne George, Dorothy Hoffheins, Romaine Hoke, Miriam & Harold Huff, Merle
Linebaugh, Virginia Myers and Morgan Ruth.

Makenna Hersh

July 2

Ajay Fuhrman

July 11

Brent Auchey

July 21

Sandra Wilt

July 3

Mya Cole

July 12

Steve Smith

July 21

Emily Mitchell

July 7

Lily Shafer

July 13

Jennifer Young

July 21

Doug Balko

July 8

Nancy Emig

July 14

Shawn Berkebile

July 23

Autumn Cole

July 8

Richard Boyer

July 15

Debra McEvers

July 24

Ireland McEvers

July 9

Barbara Sharrer

July 15

Arie Fuhrman

July 25

Salem Neiderer

July 9

Linda Staub

July 16

Amanda Wentland

July 28

Ethel Swope

July 9

Brayden Safley

July 17

Timothy Groft

July 31

Richard Becker

July 11

Bonnie Laughman

July 19
*Denotes Homebound Member
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Envelope - Special Designated Giving for July:
______________________________________
During the month of July, the Special Designation on your
envelope will go to ELCA World Hunger.
It is our hope that gifts designated to “Special Designation” in
July go above and beyond someone’s regular giving to the
general fund.
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SUN
1

JULY

MON
2

TUE

WED

3

4 Office Closed

THU

5

6

Office Open

No Sunday School

PAL Lunch

9am—1pm
AA
Al-Anon 7pm

9

10

No Sunday School

11

12

13

14

No Council Mtg.
Vacation Bible
School

Worship 9:00am

Vacation Bible
15

SAT
7

Food Pantry
2-6pm

Holy Communion
Supply Pastor
Cindy Chambers

8

FRI

Vacation Bible

AA
Al-Anon 7pm

Al-Anon District
Meeting

Wittel Farm

School 6-8pm
School 6-8pm
16
17
18

19

9am—12pm
20

21

**************************************************** D O N N A K I N G V A C A T I O N ****************************************************
Worship
9:00am
———–——————–—————————P A S T O R S H A W N VACATION ————————————- —-———-———
Holy Communion
Supply Pastor
Cindy Chambers

22

AA
Al-Anon 7pm

Cemetery 7pm
23

———–—————— P A S T O R

24
SHAWN

25
AT

26

28

C H A U T A U Q U A I N S T I T U T E July 22 to July 28 —-———-———

No Sunday School
Worship 9:00am

AA
Al-Anon 7pm

Good News & Brews
6:30pm

Supply Pastor
Cindy Chambers

29

27

30

31

No Sunday School
Worship 9:00am

Holy Communion
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