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Pastor’s Reflection….”Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!”
Christmas is indeed a time of thanksgiving and gift-giving. We especially thank God for the gift of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ at Christmas. Rachel and I are thankful to God for the opportunity I have to serve the grace-filled people of
St. John’s Lutheran Church. We also take this opportunity to thank you for the amazing
gift you are to our children. St. John’s is a special place and during this season we are
reminded often of how lucky we are to call St. John’s our church family.
I hope each of you had a joyous and meaningful Christmas. The Scriptures tell us that
“for everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3: 1. May we be open to God’s timing and be assured of God’s presence,
no matter what time or season it is in our lives.
Our celebration of Christmas at St. John’s included: A Christmas Cantata— “King Forever;” Christmas Eve Services at
7PM & 11PM; and a Christmas Day Service at 9AM. Thanks to everyone who participated in these celebrations and
offered their gifts.
Depending on when you read this message Christmas is still upon us. Unless you happen to read this message after
January 6th, the date of Epiphany. As Christians, Epiphany still has special significance as it represents a celebration of
the magi’s visit to the Christ child. In secular language, an epiphany is a new way of seeing or understanding. It is so
appropriate that we should begin a new year with an epiphany, a new way of seeing— a vision or an image of what our
world can be— of what our lives can yet be together as church.
Like the magi or wise men from the East, opening our minds and stretching our imaginations can be truly rewarding.
Scriptures tell us when they found the new-born king, they got on their knees and worshiped him. They offered him
gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh—gifts that proved significant in the life of Jesus. Matthew 2: 1-12.
The magi’s joyful worship of the newborn king is a model to be followed, for they worshiped the Savior of the world,
with joy, reverence, and awe. May we continue to strive for joy, reverence, and awe in worship, in response to God’s
presence and love. There are many journeys we can take in today’s world, many voices we can listen to, many stars
that we can follow. But we are called to follow Christ.
I believe the New Year holds amazing treasures for St. John’s Lutheran Church, but our congregation is not founded on
what I believe alone. Therefore, I challenge you today to keep in mind these questions: What vision do you have for St.
John’s in the New Year? Where do you think God is leading us? Share your answers we me or others in the church.
Don’t just keep these questions in mind and spirit, but find ways to move them to action.

As we look forward to the days ahead, let us bear in mind Christ’s teachings and his sacrifice for us. May we continue to
work and grow together, making disciples for Jesus Christ along the way, for the transformation of the world!
Rachel joins me in wishing you and yours, God’s blessings of peace, joy and love, this Christmastide, and throughout
the New Year!
Grace and peace,

Pastor Shawn
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A Christmas Message on Immigration, by Bishop James Dunlop
Bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod.
They were a family of modest means, working folks, who wanted only to live peacefully in their homeland and give their baby son a
good life. Unfortunately, instability and danger menaced their turbulent country, and murderous thugs terrorized the innocent.
So they fled the violence, journeying on foot to another country, to find safety and freedom; where they could be unafraid and raise
their son in peace.
Another tale of woe from the Caravan of Central American families assembling at our Southern border?
No. It’s the story of Joseph and Mary and Jesus, who escaped Herod’s death squads that were murdering all the young children in and
around Bethlehem! Matthew 2:13-16 tells us that under the cover of darkness the Holy Family fled on foot to Egypt and lived there as
refugees. Refugees from violence and death.
With only a few details changed, this story might well be told by thousands of the Central American families who are seeking refuge
from hunger, violence, mayhem and political instability in their home countries.
As we consider our nation’s simmering immigration crisis, we are wise to remember that Our Savior and his parents were refugees,
too. For Jesus, the plight of immigrants seeking safety and a better life is personal. As his followers, Jesus calls us to “welcome the
stranger” and care for “the least of these” as a matter of our salvation (Matthew 25:31-46).
In the last two years, our United States government has taken a strong formidable line against immigrants from Central America –
detaining families in inhumane and dangerous conditions, separating children and other family members, forcing many to wait for
extended periods, and capriciously changing the rules for processing and granting refugee status. Our government has deployed
thousands of military personnel to help enforce its hard-line stance.
In these instances, our government has departed from our historic practices and policies, as well as United Nations agreements to
which our country is a signatory. It has also departed from common decency and the religious values that have made the United
States a leader in international human rights.
Along with other Christian communities, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is working to raise awareness of these abuses
and mobilize God’s people to speak up.
“We cannot remain silent as our asylum laws are unilaterally changed and our nation’s door is shut to people fleeing dire humanitarian situations,” said the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA presiding bishop. “As Lutherans, we have long advocated for reliable and consistent
implementation of laws governing asylum-seekers and urge the Administration to continue to ensure broad protection for all who
need it and due process at the border.”
Since 1939, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has been assisting those who come to our country. To further accompany
children and families in Central America, we adopted a strategy called AMMPARO (short for Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) during the ELCA’s 2016 Churchwide Assembly.
As your bishop, I urge all Lutherans of the Lower Susquehanna Synod to join our church and its advocacy ministries in learning the
truth about the refugee crisis, countering myths and falsehoods, educating others and demanding change from our elected leaders.
Below you will find some ways to help.
This Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons, as we remember anew that the Holy Family were refugees, we are challenged to look at
news photos of refugee families at our Southern border and fail to see the faces of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
God’s blessings for a holy Advent, a joyful Christmas, and an enlightening Epiphany church season.
Yours in Christ,

James S. Dunlop, bishop
Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA
www.lss-elca.org
717-652-1852
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Message from Bishop Dunlop, cont’d
Take action today:
•

Sign the pledge to support people seeking asylum in the U.S. The #CaravanPledge is a commitment bringing together
people of many faiths and backgrounds who are committed to standing up for the rights of migrants and refugees and
creating welcoming communities wherever they are.

•

Learn more about how Lutherans at the border are helping, including Border Servant Corps, a ministry of Peace
Lutheran Church in Las Cruces, N.M. Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey(Christ the King Lutheran Church), El Paso, Texas,
operates a ministry for refugees, as well as a border immersion program where God’s people can see firsthand the
truth about the immigration crisis.

•

Follow the LIRS Website.

•

Follow our ELCA AMMPARO network and become a welcoming or sanctuary congregation.

Winterfest: “Synod Youth Challenge "Hate" at Annual Winterfest Event”
8 of our Senior High youth joined together with 35 synod congregations
as we gathered on December 7 - 9 at the Warehouse Hotel at Spooky
Nook Sports in Manheim for our annual Winterfest event. Participants
took up the theme of “Dear Hate...” and discussed how we respond to
hatred in ways that reflect who we are as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Inspired by Jesus' appeal to “love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44), and
the song “Dear Hate” written by artist Maren Morris, youth were
challenged to write their own responses to hate in the form of a letter,
poetry, song lyrics, or social media post. Keynote presenter Pastor
Reggie Hansome reminded participants of their opportunity to respond
as Christ would respond - with words of affirmation and love toward
neighbors, friends and family. Worship, live music, community, and some fun around the sports complex also
highlighted the event at this new venue. Our youth had a wonderful time and so did Pastor Shawn and Rachel.

Snow Tubing
St. John’s will be organizing a group trip to Avalanche Express again this
year. A sign-up sheet is located on the Youth Bulletin Board to find out who
is interested. A date will be determined in the near future. St. Johns will
work with Heritage Hills to get a discounted rate. Families and friends welcome.

Confirmation Camp
Confirmation camp will be held at Camp Nawakwa, Sunday, June 9th
through Friday, June 14th. Students going into 7th grade are eligible to
attend and you are able to attend for three consecutive years. This is an
amazing ministry, one which St. John’s places as a priority by paying for
the entire week of camp. See Pastor Shawn for more information.
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Are you aware of a really neat and easy
program that St. John's offers?
Simply Giving is a program that costs you nothing to
sign up for, and makes life easier for not only you, but
St. John's and our offering counters!
What happens when you sign up for Simply Giving? An
automatic offering is created from your account to St. John's. You can choose how much and how often you
would like it to be. If it makes sense to give weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, pick the day of the cycle that suits you. As
an example, you may choose some to go to Current Fund and some to go to Capital Improvement, just let us
know.
Simply Giving means not having to scurry around Sunday morning to complete a check or getting cash,
finding the envelope, and then remembering to bring it.
I know I have problems with letting it lay after I get it ready! Also, if you take a vacation or miss a Sunday, not to
worry… Simply Giving does not.
If you feel the need to put an envelope in Sunday mornings, you still can. Just write Simply Giving on it, or
use it for a special event.
Here is how it works:
1. Complete the Simply Giving form available in the church office.
2. Drop it in the offering plate or give it to Donna, our church secretary.
3. Relax and feel assured that you are supporting God's work.
Thank You for considering Simply Giving.
Dean Garrett –
Finance Committee Chair

PAL LUNCH TEAM
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a year to
approximately 60 to 120 people. These meals are lovingly made by membership
congregation from all across the area.
St. John’s Lutheran Church recently created a PAL Team and we are scheduled to serve our next meal on
February 1st.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
If you are interested in joining our PAL team, please give Bev Strickler a call at 259-9878.
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JANUARY 13
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Holy Communion
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

JANUARY 6
EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Holy Communion
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am
JANUARY 20
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

JANUARY 27
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

ALTAR GUILD………………………………………………………..……………...…...Denise Sauter & Helper
OFFERING COUNTERS..............................................................Jared & Peggy Tyson and Larry & Janet Ellison
January 6 (Communion) Epiphany of Our Lord

January 20 (Communion)

Head Usher /Communion Asst….Larry Welty / Dean Garrett
Youth Communion Assistant……....…………Luke Rickrode
Acolyte.……..……...………………………………Ada Tello
Lector…..……………………...……………..Philip Sprenkle
Front Door Greeters………....................Linda & Larry Welty
Elevator Greeter.……….……………...Peggy & Jared Tyson
Nursery Staff………..…………...Josh Rickrode/Linda Boyer
Bulletin Folders…….....……Carolyn Holsopple/Arlene Moul

Head Usher /Comm Asst……..Lori McIntire/Crystal Wilcox
Youth Communion Assistant…...…………......Clare Colgan
Acolyte.……..………………………………Olivia Kirchner
Lector…………………..………..………...…..Larry Ellison
Front Door Greeters…...…………….Richard & Holly Staub
Elevator Greeter.………..……………………..Bonnie Staub
Nursery Staff………..….……….….Stacey Burchette/OPEN
Bulletin Folders……………………….Larry & Janet Ellison

January 13 (Communion) Baptism of Our Lord

January 27 (Communion)

Head Usher/Communion Asst…..Patti DeGroft/Lori McIntire
Youth Communion Assistant…...…………...Nick Laughman
Acolyte.……..…………….......................................Mya Cole
Lector…………………..…........…...………Kathy Seilhamer
Front Door Greeters……………Michelle Trent /Nancy Emig
Elevator Greeter.………………………...Earl & Ethel Swope
Nursery Staff………...……Crystal Wilcox/Brenda Hoffheins
Bulletin Folders…….....…..….Bonnie Staub/Eunice Mentzer

Head Usher /Comm. Asst……Joe Rickrode/Dennis Strickler
Youth Communion Assistant…...………...Danielle McIntire
Acolyte…………………………………...Andrew Berkebile
Lector…………………..………..………...…..Darcy Tyson
Front Door Greeters……...……………Roy & Lori Slothour
Elevator Greeter.………..……………Gary & Joan Slonaker
Nursery Staff………..….………Lori McIntire/Patti DeGroft
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St. John’s January Schedule
We will gather together as a Congregation on January 6th where we'll explore the Holy
Spirit and examine our own spiritual practices. There will be activities and fun for all
ages! Kindergarten through fifth grade will continue through the Whirl Lectionary as we
begin a brand new church year! If you are high school age or older, please join Pastor
Shawn for Coffee and Conversation on January 20th. We're connecting current events
with scripture and our faith through the Wired Word. Confirmation will meet January
13th and 27th in the conference room upstairs.
•
•
•
•

January 6th 9:15am - Multigenerational Gathering in Fellowship Hall
January 13th 9:15am - Confirmation meets & PreK -Middle School meets
January 20th 9:15am - Coffee and Conversation meets & PreK -Middle School meets
January 27th 9:15am - Confirmation meets & PreK -Middle School meets

Christmas Program- “The Whole Christmas Story”
On Sunday, December 16 our congregation gathered in the evening
to witness a beautiful production put on by our Sunday School
entitled, “The Whole Christmas Story.” Those gathered were
reminded of not just the Christ child in the manager, but how the
story all began back in Genesis and was foretold by the Prophets.
The singing was filled with passion and praise and our kids smiled
from start to finish. Each year our Sunday School Christmas program
brings so much joy to our congregation. A special thanks is needed
for Rachel Berkebile, who took the lead on writing the play. To
Mindy Shively for helping our Sunday School during rehearsal. To Donna Renaut, Sally Grim, and Barbe Sharrer
for helping our youth sing their best. And to Stacey Burchette, Bonnie Staub, and Lisa Wildasin for helping to
organize the dinner and dessert auction. Finally, to all the countless volunteers who made our Christmas
program extra special. This is a wonderful and special tradition we cherish each year at St. John’s. Thank you to
everyone who continues to make it possible.

LAUNDRY LOVE - February 5th
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry Love. On
the first Tuesday of the month we offer free laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz
laundry mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring Grove. This month we will offer free
laundry on Tuesday, February 5 at 6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to learn more.
Contact the office if you are interested in joining our team.
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ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN
FOOD PANTRY
On December 5th, 64 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which
included a total of 192 individuals and on December 6th, 37 families were
served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 80 individuals.
Donate your time—Volunteers Needed: Anyone is welcome to come and volunteer at the Abbottstown /
East Berlin Food Pantry. The Pantry is open every first Wednesday of the month at Trinity Lutheran
Church, East Berlin and the first Thursday of the month at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Abbottstown from
3:00pm until 6:00pm. Our next dates are January 2nd & 3rd.

Simply show up or sign up at

www.volunteersignup.org/7477D for East Berlin

www.volunteersignup.org/B3PYY for Abbottstown

The grocery cart located in the elevator lobby is available for monthly donations.
Nonperishable food and assorted canned goods are always needed.

RUTH’S HARVEST

SPECIAL NEEDS

Ruth’s Harvest is a Backpack Ministry in our
community. Donations need to be individual
servings and individually wrapped. St. John’s
Lutheran Church collects food for Hanover
School District and Bermudian Springs
Elementary. Please remember to purchase
peanut-free products.

RUTH’S HARVEST
BERMUDIAN SPRINGS
CHEF BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE
CUPS, POP TARTS & PUDDING CUPS
Packing January 23 @ 10AM

Donations should be dropped into appropriately
marked bins on the stage of the Fellowship
Hall.
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RUTH’S HARVEST HANOVER
OATMEAL & POPTARTS
Packing January 3 @ 9AM

HOSPITAL ADMITTANCE
If you or a loved one is admitted to the Hospital, please be sure to identify St.
John’s, in Abbottstown, as your congregation. According to HIPAA
regulations, if you provide this information to the Hospital, they will notify us
of your admittance. Thank You!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION…
•

•

St. John’s has a Library, located in the conference room in the Education/Office Building.
Members are encouraged to borrow books, supply books to be borrowed, and donate to
the library.
The Community Aide bin in the parking lot is there for us to donate clothing items for the
needy. St. John’s receives a small donation per pound from Community Aide.

ARE YOU A CUSTOMER OF AERO ENERGY?
We’ve received several checks from Aero Energy. Thank you to all who are
participating! Please contact Donna in the office for more information on
how you can help donate to St. John’s just by making your propane/
oil payment. Aero will donate to St. John’s a percentage of what you
pay, with no extra cost to you.

GIVE TO ST. JOHN'S WHEN SHOPPING AT AMAZON
Did you know that Amazon has a separate website called "Amazon Smile"
that is exactly the same as the regular Amazon except for one thing: A
portion of your purchase on Amazon Smile goes to the charitable
organization of your choice! If you’re looking for another way to give to St.
John's, all you have to do is go through smile.amazon.com instead of the
standard website and choose St. John's Lutheran Church, Abbottstown,
Pa as the organization you would like to give to. A percentage of every
purchase you make goes to our ministry, truly making your dollar go
further!
DEADLINE for FEBUARY 2019 Eagles Wings
is Sunday, January 20th
It is very important that articles of special
programs, events, fundraisers, etc. are submitted
to the church office. Thank you!!

TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR NOVEMBER WORSHIP
SERVICES…533
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:
Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas Niedererr,
Sally Gardner & family, Diana Rager, Dorothy Jean Jeffcoat, Joe Heltzer, Diane Hockley,
Georgia Weibley (sister of Roy Slothour), Daniel Creagar (brother-in-law of Mary Fogle), Edie
Smith, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Mary Shaberly, Annie Sharrer, Donna Dressler, Daylin
Bennet, Robert Myers (brother-in-law of Lisa Neiderer), Adam Jones (friend of Lisa Neiderer),
Michele Trent, Betty Sharrer, Ryan Laughman, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha,
David Trent, Carmen Miranda (mother of Ivonne Gabrielson), Josh Williams, Estella Goodall,
Annie Quinn, Nancy Niedererr, Darlene Rodgers, Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, Sue Klunk, Wayne Mummert,
John Jeffcoat, William & Debbie Kelly, Jessica & Dylan Breighner, Earl Linebaugh, Bonnie Kauffman, George
Slothour.

HOMEBOUND:
Erma Becker, Lena Breighner, Suzanne George, Dorothy Hoffheins, Romaine Hoke, Miriam & Harold Huff, Earl
Linebaugh, Merle Linebaugh, Klaus Molzahn, Virginia Myers, Morgan Ruth.

Jeanne Hoke

January 4

Courtney Wilt

January 19

Michael Gruver

January 25

Bill Haverstick

January 4

Ruthetta Baker

January 20

Kimberly Auchey

January 27

Angela Schuchart

January 4

Todd Boyer

January 20

Matthew Tyson

January 28

Jeff Zinn

January 6

Amy Colgan

January 21

Craig Schuchart

January 29

Raymond Swope

January 7

Arlene Moul

January 22

Seth Hart

January 29

Tiffany Carbaugh

January 8

Colby Wildasin

January 22

Marlin Baker

January 31

Lisa Neiderer

January 9

Juline Grim

January 23

Jessica Lutz

January 31

James Hoff

January 12

Maclay Mathias

January 24

Cynthia Linebaugh

January 14
*Denotes Homebound Member
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Envelope - Special Designated Giving for January:
______________________________________
During the month of January, the Special Designation on your
envelope will go to TOUCH OF GRACE.
It is our hope that gifts designated to “Special Designation” in
January go above and beyond someone’s regular giving to the
general fund.
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JANUARY

SUN

MON

TUE

1

WED

2

THU

3

FRI

4

SAT
5

Ruth’s Harvest
Hanover,
Packing 9am
East Berlin
Food Pantry
3-6pm
6

7

8

9

Abbottstown
Food Pantry
3-6pm

AA
Al-Anon 7pm

10

11

17

AA
Al-Anon 7pm
18

12

Holy Communion
Sunday School
9:15am
Worship 10:30am
EPIPHANY
Wedding 2pm

13

14

Holy Communion
Sunday School
9:15am
Worship 10:30am
BAPTISM OF OUR
LORD

20

15

16

Worship & Music
7pm

Cemetery Mtg
7pm
21

22

Holy Communion
Sunday School
9:15am
Worship 10:30am

23

24

AA
Al-Anon 7pm
25

Ruth’s Harvest
East Berlin
10am
Packing
AA
Al-Anon 7pm

27

28

29

30

31

Holy Communion
Sunday School
9:15am
Worship 10:30am
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19
Council Retreat
9am—12pm

26

