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Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the
baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in tonight’s readings, now is the acceptable time to
return to the Lord. During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism
into Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and
frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in
which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for
the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.
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Introduction

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and
repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the
earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our
foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been
reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we
rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more
intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

About Holy Communion
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life.
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the
service as you watch at home.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are +forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray....Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of
our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

PSALM 51: 1-17

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
*Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
3For I know | my offenses, and my sin is ev- | er before me.
*Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; so you are justified
when you speak and right | in your judgment.
’Indeed, | was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
®Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.

"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be pur- | er than snow.
®Let me hear | joy and gladness; that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
’Hide your face | from my sins, and blot out | all my wickedness.
Ccreate in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
Cast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
'’Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.
BLet me teach your ways | to offenders, and sinners shall be re- | stored to you.
“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness.
>0 Lord, o- | pen my lips, and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
'®For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | | would give it.
You are not pleased | with burnt offering.
The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not
despise.



THE WORD

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

'Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near—
*a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.

12yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; “*rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.

“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him,

a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

>Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; *°gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged;

gather the children, even infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.

7Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep.

Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.

Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

2%\We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. **For our sake he made him to be

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
*1as we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. *For
he says,
“At an acceptable time | have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation | have helped you.”
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See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! *We are putting no obstacle in
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, *beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; °by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; %in honor and
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; *as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; "as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 6th Chapter.
Glory to you, Oh Lord.

lesus said to the disciples:] *“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they
have received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, *so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. °But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

®“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their
reward. ’But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, ‘®so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; *°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. *For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Oh Christ.



SERMON Pastor Shawn Berkebile

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 328
“Restore In Us, O God” Vs.1&4
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text ©® 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus'
Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's mercy. We
are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. | invite you, therefore, to the discipline
of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of
love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through
these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES

At this time you can apply the Ashes provided to yourself and others in your household saying the words below:

Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Amen

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need .. é

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

€ . We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

AMEN.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section

THE OFFERING

We encourage you to please mail in your offering or click here to donate online. You can also go to our church
website www.stjohnsatown.com and make a one-time donation or recurring donation.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray... Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to
life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSYq_9mzS_ngstDSgdfOd6dlCzU6fgSU37P98E9MZmdW8r8h56xPR2TSz5HCux7l14RQ_Qnqb_AOTC2gi9RyWDU=&ver=3
http://www.stjohnsatown.com

THE MEAL

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

a?

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Special Communion Instructions
St. John’s Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to
the Lord’s table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal of
life. During the COVID-19 Pandemic, St. John’s is using Fellowship Cups to help limit the
spread of this dangerous virus. If you did not pick up a Fellowship Cup at the church you are
welcome to use your own bread and wine/ grape juice for the communion service.
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THE DISTRIBUTION

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray....God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the
sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love
that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE SENDING

*THE BLESSING

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and
beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you +that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
AMEN

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37288. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License — Annual License w/Podcasting,
Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-736100 for Jul 29, 2020 - Jul 28, 2021




SENDING HYMN

“Savior, When in Dust to You” Vs.1 & 2
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*THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. We Will!

POSTLUDE

“The Cross of Christ”
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The Altar Flowers are presented t:o

PRAYER CONCERNS

For homebound members:

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Suzanne George, Dorothy Hoffheins, Miriam Huff, Merle
Linebaugh and Darlene Rodgers

For those serving the larger church:
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson — Tanzania

For persons undergoing treatment or hospitalized:

Scarlet - (great-granddaughter of Bonnie Staub)

Dolly Hamm - Cancer recovery (Nancy Emig’s sister)

Janet Heflin & Betty Mauk - Cancer (friends of Lorna Runk)
Nicole Valentine and her child, Dakoda

Bill Haverstick - recovering at home

Kaden Decker - receiving care for illness

Larry LaRue - receiving care at home

Larry Myers - Brother of Bob Myers

Doris McCauslin - receiving care at SpiriTrust Lutheran

Sunday Morning Schedule

9:00am- Virtual Sunday School (schedule provided and available online)
10:00am — Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA
11:00am — Online Worship — Zoom and Facebook Live
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=0EE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
Meeting ID: 907 836 5134
Passcode: 407818
Facebook Live - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
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