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100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus 
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy 
hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.  

About Holy Communion 
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                         “I Will Sing of Thy Great Mercies”            Mendelssohn/Smith 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, 

      and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 

 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven   and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 
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GATHERING HYMN                                                        ELW 834 

      “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   Vs. 1 & 4 
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KYRIE 

*THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.     And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray….O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all 
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever 
is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
 

Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST READING: EXODUS 32:7-14 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now 
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of 
you I will make a great nation.” 
 11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the Lord 
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.  
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   

Thanks be to God.  

SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17 
 

12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faith-
ful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, 
and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and 
the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The 
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those 
who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.     

Thanks be to God.  
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*GOSPEL READING: LUKE 15:1-10 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the 15th Chapter.  
Glory to you, Oh Lord.   
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Phari-
sees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one 
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 
he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for 
I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls to-
gether her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                          Pastor Shawn Berkebile 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”   Vs. 1, 2, 5          ELW 779 
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*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation..... 
 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

…..Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these 
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
 

AMEN. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.    And also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section 

OFFERTORY  ANTHEM:            “Grace Lifted Me”                       Chancel Choir                         

THE OFFERING 
You can make an online donation by going to our church website  

www.stjohnsatown.com 

*THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
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OFFERTORY HYMN           “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                                 ELW 182 

 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray… Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
 

Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Christ invites you to this table.  Come, taste and see. 

Special Communion Instructions  

St. John’s Lutheran Church  practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized  persons are invited 
to the Lord’s table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal 

of life. We will distribute communion by receiving line or pre-poured fellowship cups.  If you 
would like to receive communion in your pew, using a  fellowship cup, grape juice and wine        

fellowship cups are available in the rear of the church.  Further instruction will be provided by 
the Pastor and/or Ushers.  

THE MEAL 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Let us pray….God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey.  Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
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*SENDING HYMN     “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”  Vs. 1 & 4     ELW 676 

*THE BLESSING       

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity,  one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
AMEN      

THE SENDING 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
For homebound members: 
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh and Carmen Baker 
 

For those serving the larger church: 
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson – Tanzania 
 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 
Scarlette (great granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - recovering at home after kidney transplant 

Margaret Lingg  -  broken shoulder & arm 

Leslie Passalacqua  -  receiving care after auto accident 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  in hospital for surgery 

Robin Florence (niece of Mary Fogel) - recovering from brain surgery 

Walter Schneider (brother-in-law of Bob Meckley)  -  dealing with pain management 

Larry Ellison  -  receiving care at home 
 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care and ongoing tests. 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer. 

Tony Jacoby  -  receiving care for bone cancer 

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Lana Hudson and family, by Garry Hudson. 

POSTLUDE                            “A Trumpet Tune”                                    Clarke 

*THE DISMISSAL         

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.  Thanks be to God.  We will!   

+      +      + 
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Sunday Morning Schedule—Summer Schedule 

9:00am – In-Person at St. John’s and Online at: 

          YouTube -  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 
  

Zoom -  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?   

pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 
      

         Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Serving St. John’s September 18 
Usher………………..……………………………………………………………….………….…Paul Minnich 

Communion Asst………………………….…………………………………………...…….Michele Trent 

Greeter…………………………………………………………………………………....………Michele Trent 

Lector…..……………………...…………………………………………...…………………..Kristin Minnich 

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person.  Please consult         
the bulletin in case the Pastor is away.  Use this Zoom link    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09   

 or call  +1 929 205 6099  

 and use meeting ID: 907 836 5134  and  Password: 407818 when prompted.  

ALTAR FLOWERS 
We are accepting sponsors for our Altar Flowers.  Please see sign-up sheet in the 

Fellowship Hall or call the office at 717-259-0796 to sponsor your flowers today!  

Please note: Due to rising cost of fuel and product, Altar Flowers are now 

$30.Thank you! 

Serving St. John’s September  11 

Usher……………………………….………………………………………………………..……...Joe Rickrode 

Communion Asst……………………………………………………………...…...…………………Jim Hoff 

Greeter………………………………………………….………………………………Darcy and Karl Tyson 

Lector…..……………………...……………...…….………….………………………………..…...Karl Tyson 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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Hospital Admittance: 
If you or a loved one is admitted to the Hospital, please be sure to identify St. John’s, in       
Abbottstown, as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation, if you provide this          
information to the Hospital, they will notify us of your admittance.  Thank You! 

Envelope - Special Designated Giving for September:  During the 
month of September, the Special Designation on your envelope will 
go to Personal Care Kits/God’s Work Our Hands . It is our hope that 
gifts designated to “Special Designation” in September go above and 
beyond someone’s regular giving to the general fund.  

Photo provided by Church World Service 

Music(al) Note : 
 

The Junior Choir will rehearse on Sunday, September 18 at 8:30 am. 
All singers in 3rd grade and up are welcome to join! Please contact 
Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 Donations needed for Ruth’s Harvest 
school backpack ministry! 

Items needed: pudding cups, goldfish crackers,      
Chef Boyardee lasagna and beefaroni cups.  
(individual servings and individually wrapped)  

...and we need your help to pack food on 
Tuesday, Sept. 20 beginning at 12:45PM 

 

Thanks for helping to  

feed our community! 

 

Property Planning Committee meeting:  
     Tuesday, September 13, 7:00-9:00PM, in the conference room. 

Cemetery Board meeting: 
     Thursday, September 15, 7:00PM 


