ST.JOHN’S

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

100 E Water Street
Abbottstown, PA 17301
717-259-0796 www.stjohnsatown.com

“JOHN'S IUTHERAN CHURCH, ABBOTTSTOW

Introduction
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great
epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word,
anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim
good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.

Welcome to St. John’s!
If you are exploring faith, have questions about baptism or holy communion, desire to be
involved in our ministries, or wish to become a member of St. John’s - please feel free to talk
with Pastor Shawn or Deacon Amy. We hope to worship and fellowship with you again soon.




January 11, 2026

Prelude “Prelude on ‘Bunessan’”

Announcements and Welcome

THE GATHERING

*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *F Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.

Broughton




*Gathering Hymn  “As with Gladness Men of Old” vs. 1,4, & 5 ELW 302
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-1ly  bed,
3 As they  of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to  bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its  light,its joy, 1its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
N may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - 1as to our king.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786—1872
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*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy; have mer - Ccy, O Lord.
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*Hymn of Praise
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Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

1 l 1

—Q_# P —— I — — —X

A\Iv S— | |
J

| | y . | |
Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

*Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray... O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen. 4




THE WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9

' Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
* a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
* He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

> Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
®| am the LORD; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8] am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
? See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43

** peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, >> but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is
acceptable to him. *® You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’ That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *® how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. ** We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, *° but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, ** not to all the people but to us who were chosen
by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

9 # m K -
I [ Y ' : &
\j/ |
Al -le - Tu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
,Lg ## — j - —
J d ‘_d et !
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 3" Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'3 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. ** John would have pre-
vented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” *> But Jesus an-
swered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. *° And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, sud-
denly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and
alighting on him. ” And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom
| am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.6



Children’s Message Deacon Amy Mambu

Sermon Pastor Shawn Berkebile
*Hymn of the Day ELW 304
“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”
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1 Christ, when for wus you were bap - tized, God’s Spir - it on you
2 God  called you,"My be - lov - ed Son”; you are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight- way and stead-fast un - til death you then o - beyed the
4 Bap - tize us with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign of heav’'n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in  God’s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free -dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.
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*Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
As God'’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human commu-
nity, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.
...Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those in your household.
If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God,
and in memory of Michael Wildasin, by his loving family.
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THE MEAL

Offering
Follow the QR Code, (click here) or go to www.stjohnsatown.com to make your
gift. You will have the option to make a one time donation or a recurring donation.

This website is easy, quick and very secure. Thank you for your support!

Offertory Anthem “Come With Me” Chancel Choir

*Presentation of the Offering

*Offertory Response “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS017288. One License — Annual License
with Podcasting, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. #A-736100
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*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray... God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. ﬂ

*Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Communion Distribution

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

About Holy Communion
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality: All of God’s children are invited to join us for Holy Communion,
to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. The church provides
pre-filled fellowship cups that contain previously consecrated communion elements, to be used in the pews
or in the home. If you need these communion elements for family members who are unable to worship with us
in-person, please take a few from the rear of the church or stop by the church office.

11



Lamb of God
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*Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray... Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE SENDING

*Blessing

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

12
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*Sending Hymn

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” vs. 1 & 4

ELW 310
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man - 1i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su-preme;
3 Man - i- fest in mak - ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed- ding guest in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
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God in flesh made man-i - fest.
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*Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God. We will!

Postlude

+ +

“On This Glad Day”

Nordman

Happening soon:

Good News and Brews - Tues, Jan 13 - 6:30-8:00pm - Altland House

Congregation Council meeting - Tues, Jan 20 - 7:00pm
Ruth’s Harvest - Wed, Jan 21 - 12:30pm
Diaper Distribution - Sat, Jan 24 - 9:30-11:30am

2026 Offering Envelopes are available in the Fellowship Hall

Work to begin on new pictorial directory - Sun, Jan 25

Girl Scout Troop 80120 - Tuesday evenings - 6:00-7:30pm

Serving St. John’s - January 11

Head Usher .......ccccvvvvieeiececeene, Brian Leib
Communion Assistant ..................... Dick Sharrer
ACOIYtE e Sybil Shively
Greeters . Renaut Family
LeCtor e, Mike Omlor

Serving St. John’s - January 18

Head Usher ......cooooveiivicieiecees Barb Colandreo
Communion Assistant .........ccce..... Rachel Berkebile
Acolyte e volunteer needed
Greeters .veeeceeceecee e, Berkebile Family
LeCtor v, Rachel Berkebile

Worship Assistant

Volunteers Needed
Please see the sign-up sheets in the
Fellowship Hall.
Currently, we are in need of
acolytes, communion assistants,
Lectors, and greeters.

Visit the blue notebook in the
Fellowship Hall, or
email the church office
to sign up today. Thanks!

Sign-up sheets through
Feb 22, 2026 are
currently available

14
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PRAYER CONCERNS

For our homebound members:
Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Esther Swope, Ruthetta Baker, Mary LaRue,
Earl Swope, Joan Folmer (Cathy Bolden’s mother), and Susan Frey

For those serving the larger church:
Dr. Stephan J. Swanson and Jodi Lynn Swanson, RN - our missionaries in Tanzania

For persons who are ill or hospitalized:

Kathy McMaster - receiving kidney dialysis Ruth Edwards - having heart problems

Sarah Dutrow - recovering from a fall Wilbur Reese - recovering from heart surgery
Lisa Wildasin - continuing in her fight with MS Bob Myers - prayers for health concerns
James Clark - receiving care for an illness Donna Cassatt - recovering from heart surgery
Myra Miller - recovering from open heart surgery | Jim Leonard - continuing care from home
Alex Loggins - receiving care for seizures Ed Swope - continuing care from home

Chris Wolf - recovering at home following an automobile accident

Beverly Davis - receiving care for Myasthenia gravis

Jeannie Lamar - recovering at rehab following a fall

Ronald Coons - receiving care for pancreatitis at York Hospital

Marie Smith - recovering from surgery following a fall

Linda Verdoliva (niece of Eunice Mentzer) - recovering following an automobile accident

Judy Klunk (sister of Gloria Breighner) - receiving care for Parkinson’s and Alzheimer's disease at
Genesis Health in Gettysburg

Michael Lorenz - receiving care at York Hospital following an automobile accident

Drew Warner - receiving care for health concerns and Lyme Disease

Bruce McFarlane (friend of Keith Shively) - receiving care at hospital, and surgery for a stroke

Christopher Rohm - recovering at home following a stroke

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer:

Lisa Polhman (friend of the Sharrer family) - recently diagnosed with breast cancer

Fred Gebhart - receiving care for prostate cancer | Mary Fleming - receiving care for lung cancer
Jessica Wassilewski - receiving care for cancer Scott Dentler - receiving care for cancer
Linda Zeha - receiving care for breast cancer Sharon Ingram - receiving care for cancer
Doug Balko - receiving care for colon cancer

James Mauk - receiving care for cancer and his heart

Chuck Gabrielson - receiving care for lung cancer

Jack Leib - receiving care for cancer at WellSpan Gettysburg

St. John’s shares our deepest condolences and prayers with the family and friends
of Michael Wildasin, who passed away on December 30". We ask for God’s loving
presence to be with you through this time of loss and mourning.




Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the
“Prayer Concerns” list: let us know if someone can be removed from the list,
or if their status has changed. Also, please contact us with additions to the list.
Thank you for faithfully praying for our community.

Hospital Admittance

If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital, please be sure to identify

St. John’s, Abbottstown, as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation, if
you provide this information to the Hospital, they will notify us of your admittance. \

Additionally,

If you or a loved one has become ill, or homebound, please inform the church office so we can
include you on our prayer list. Also, please let Pastor Shawn or Deacon Amy know if you would
like them to call or visit you. Thanks!

Music Notes m
Chancel Choir regularly sings anthems on Sunday mornings. —"

Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join us! We will rehearse at 9:50am on Sundays,
and then sing at the 10:15am worship service. Please consider sharing your talents with us! If you
have any questions, you can contact Donna Renaut at (717) 451-0959, or dkrenaut@gmail.com

Junior Choir welcomes any youth in grades 3 and older to sing with us.
Currently, the Junior Choir does not have any scheduled rehearsals
or singing dates.

St. John’s Sunday Morning Schedule

9:00am -- Faith Formation - (Sunday School - for everyone)

9:45am - Sunday morning “Coffee Break” fellowship time

10:15am — In-Person Worship at St. John’s Lutheran Church

10:15am — Remote Worship — You Tube, Facebook, and your telephone (toll free):
You Tube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live

PhoneliveStreaming - dial toll-free (833) 435-4458 from your telephone to listen live
at 10:15am, or to hear the previously recorded service, at your convenience
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Give HOPE
-~ Ministries

Sharing Christ's love by meeting human needs&

Our January 2026
Special Offering

supports efforts to eliminate hunger

in our community
and around the world.

Together,
we’ll tackle this

problem and feed those in need.

RUTH'’S HARVEST

BERMUDIAN SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

Thanks for helping to replenish our food
supply for 118 bags each month

St. John’s is collecting Chef Boyardee
Single Serve Meals & Pudding Cups

Please place items on the stage in the
Fellowship Hall. Our next packing date is
Wed, Jan 21, beginning at 12:30pm.

Your loving gifts bring hope to children
and families in our community.

Matthew 25:35 ...

for | was hungry and you gave me food,
| was thirsty and you gave me drink,
| was a stranger
and you welcomed me.

@®@® Please visit the Fellowship

Hall on Sunday morning to
pick up your 2026 offering

envelopes. If you are unable to locate
your envelopes, please contact Bill in
the church office for assistance. Thanks.

Looking for a New Year's resolution?

How about joining the Adult Faith Formation class for a deeper look
at the scriptures. This Sunday, January 11, we return to our study of
Galatians. All are welcome!




Coming Soon:
St. John’s Pictorial Directory

Beginning in late January and continuing through the month of February,
St. John’s will be organizing a new pictorial directory.
This year, we are creating the directory in-house, rather
than using an outside company. The process will be
simple and easy—and we’re planning a fun, welcoming
activity for our community while photos are being taken.
More details and dates will be shared soon.
We look forward to seeing everyone
and updating our church family connections!

Sign up to sponsor
2026 Altar Flowers

Please see the sign-up

" CHRISTMAS - -
'DIAPER DRIVE

This Christmas, help us wrap our littlest neighbors in love! St. John's is

collecting diapers of all sizes (especially sizes 4—6) for our Families in at 717-259-0796 to sponsor your ﬂOWQI"S
Bloom Diaper Ministry. Your donation will bring comfort, dignity, and joy tOday. Alta r ﬂowers cost 530

to local families in need this holiday season.
Sponsors needed for Jan 18 & 25;
and Feb 15 & 22

sheet in the Fellowship Hall or call the office

The church office will be closed on
Mon, Jan 19. The office will be open
on Tues Jan 20 thru Thurs Jan 22.
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