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100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The 
prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in 
the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die 
with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome 
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

About Holy Communion 
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

Prelude                                     “Shenandoah“                              Matty Sharrer, piano 

The Announcements and Welcome 
   

Sunday, March 26, 2023 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
 

Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, 
☩  forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
 

Amen. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by        
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288.  One License — Annual License  

with Podcasting,  Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200.   #A-736100 
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*Gathering Hymn     “Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” vs. 1-4             ELW 886 
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*Kyrie 

*The Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
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THE WORD 

First Reading - Ezekiel 37:1-14  
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

*Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray….Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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   The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God  

    and in celebration of Spring, by Barbra Colandreo. 

Second Reading - Romans 8:6-11  
 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.        
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation 

(the congregation may remain seated) 
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Gospel - John 11:1-45  

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 11th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

   

Today’s gospel lesson is presented through the following voices:  

  Narrator 

  Jesus 

  Disciples 

      Mary and Martha 

 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   

Sermon                                                                   Vicar Amy Mambu 
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*Hymn of the Day            “What Wondrous Love is This”                                      ELW 666 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.     And also with you. 
 

(Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section.) 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to    

     judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

The Offering 

Follow the QR Code, (click here) or go to www.stjohnsatown.com to make your 
gift. You will have the option to make a one time donation or a recurring donation.  
This website is easy, quick and very  secure.  Thank you for your support! 

*Presentation of the Offering  

Offertory Anthem                      “Song of Peace”                                               Junior Choir 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSYq_9mzS_ngstDSgdfOd6dlCzU6fgSU37P98E9MZmdW8r8h56xPR2TSz5HCux7l14RQ_Qnqb_AOTC2gi9RyWDU=&ver=3
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*Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray… God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour 
out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

*Offertory Response                                                                               ELW 182 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

And now, let us pray together using the words our Lord has taught us... 

*Invitation to Communion 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 



12 

 

*Lamb of God 

*The Blessing 
 

God, the giver of love, ☩  Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 

THE SENDING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.   Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing 

Let us pray...Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our     
neighbors and touch the world with your love.   Amen. 

*Prayer After Communion 

Distributiuon 
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*Sending Hymn              “My Life Flows on in Endless Song”                                ELW 763 

Postlude                “Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”             Glasser/Birchwood 

*The Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve in love.   Thanks be to God.  We Will!   
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

For homebound members: 

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carman Baker,  

and Esther Swope 
 

For those serving the larger church: 

Dr. Stephan J. Swanson and Jodi Lynn Swanson, RN   -  Tanzania 
 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 

Scarlette (great granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - being treated at Hershey Medical Center 

Mary Kessler (Mamet) - recovering at hospital from covid-19 and heart attack 

Iva Breighner - at Hanover hospital 

Annie Sharrer - recovering at home following surgery 

Nick Harrison (nephew of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from heart attack 

Kathy Smith (niece of Lorna Runk) - recovering from surgery 

Bobbie Bevas - recovering from abdominal surgery 

Nancy Emig - healing for her back 

Darlene Laughman - healing for her eyes 
 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 

Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Lois Brownwell  -  receiving care for cancer 

Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 
 

St. John’s wishes to express our condolences to the family and friends of  

Dorothy Bonebrake following her death this week. You are in our thoughts and prayers; 

and may the peace of God be with you all. 

Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the “Prayer Concerns” list:  

let us know if someone can be removed from the list, or if their status has changed.  

Also, please contact us with additions to the list.   

Thank you for faithfully praying for our community. 
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Sunday Morning Schedule—with Sunday School 
8:45am—Sunday School     

10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

We are looking for worship assistant volunteers.  Please see the sign-up 

sheets in the Fellowship Hall.  There is a blue notebook with listings for        

acolytes, communion assistants, greeters and lectors.  We also need           

congregation council members to be the head usher.  Thanks! 

Sign-up sheets for April/May are now available. 

Serving St. John’s  -  April 2 

Head Usher……......……………………………………………………………………...…Michele Trent/Brent Sauter 

Communion Assistant………...…………………………………………………….........(volunteer needed) 

Acolyte..……………….…………………………………………………………...……………..(volunteer needed) 

Greeters…………………………………………………………….…………..…...………...…(volunteer needed) 

Lector…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..Mike Omlor 

Serving St. John’s  -  March 26      

Head Usher……......………………………………………………………………………………………….….Michele Trent 

Communion Assistant. ……………………………………………………....................................Barbe Sharrer 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………..……….…………...…Max Bupp 

Greeters…………………………………………………………………………………..…..Warren and Gretchen Smith 

Lector…..………………………………………………………………………………………………...…………...Stacey Bupp 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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Happening soon: 
PAL lunch team service - Friday, March 24 - 9:00am-noon - Hanover Area Council of Churches 

Dorothy Bonebrake funeral - Sat., March 25 - viewing 10am/funeral 11am/reception to follow 

Wednesday morning Bible study - Wed., March 29 - 10:00am on Zoom 

Mid-week Lenten luncheon - Wed., March 29 - 1:00-2:00pm - at Trinity, East Berlin 

Chancel Choir rehearsal - Wed., March 29 - 7:00pm 

Palm Sunday - Sunday School and Worship - Sun., April 2 - 8:45am/10:00am 

Dinner Church/Holden Evening Prayer - Sun., April 2 - beginning at 6:00pm 

Altar Flowers 
We are looking for sponsors for our 2023 Altar Flowers.  Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Fellowship Hall, or call St. John’s (717-259-0796) to sponsor your 

flowers today!  Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you! 

(Our next ”empty” dates are April 30 and May 7.) 

Music Notes : 

The Junior Choir will rehearse on March 26 at 8:30am, and then will sing 
at worship on the 26th at 10:00am.  All singers in 3rd grade and up are   
welcome to join! Please contact Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you have 
any questions. 
 

The Chancel Choir  will rehearse on March 29 at 7:00pm.  This choir sings anthems during the 
10am worship service throughout the year. Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir 
room at 9:30am.  Please feel free to join whenever you’re available. 
 

St. John’s Ringers rehearse on most Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm.  Contact Norbert Mamet for 
more information. 
 

The Cherub Choir welcomes and encourages all children age 3 through 2nd grade to join their 
group.  We will rehearse on Sundays March 26 and April 2 at 9:25am in the choir room. We 
will sing at the April 2nd Palm Sunday worship service.  If you have any questions, please      
contact Barbe Sharrer (717-752-5737) or Sally Grim (717-259-7090).  

Hospital Admittance: 
If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital, please be sure to identify  
St. John’s, Abbottstown, as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation,  
if you provide this information to the Hospital, they will notify us of your  
admittance.  Thank You! 
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Coming Together in Lent 
 

Holden Evening Prayer and Dinner Church is a time of 
worship, fellowship, and breaking bread together    
during the season of Lent. On April 2nd, St. John’s will 
share dinner and a service of Holden Evening Prayer. 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall so we know how many 
people to prepare for. Come and enjoy this time to be 
together in prayer, hospitality, and good food.  
 
Wednesday Lenten Lunches are back this year!  The 
Abbottstown and East Berlin communities will come 
together to spend time each Wednesday afternoon in 
Lent with a meal and service around the theme-    
People of the Passion. Lunch will be served each week 
at noon and we promise to finish by 1pm. The final 
luncheon is on March 29 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
East Berlin. 

         March Special Offering Designation 
Lutheran Disaster Response 

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and 
renewal with people whose lives have been disrupted by     

disasters in the United States and around the world. When the 
dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to  provide   

ongoing assistance to those in need. You can visit us at:  
 

https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse 

LDR is currently partnered with organizations helping the   
people of war-ravaged Ukraine and those impacted by the devastating earthquake(s) in Turkey/

Syria. Through LDR we are able to bring God’s healing work to the world. 
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PAL LUNCH TEAM 
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a 
year to approximately 60 to 120 people. These meals are lovingly 
made by membership congregations from all across the area.                 

St. John’s Lutheran Church PAL Team is scheduled to serve our next 
meal on Friday, March 24th. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

If you are interested in joining our PAL team, please give Larry Welty a call at (717-253-4744) 


