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100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close 
today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed 
as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus 
faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly 
baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of 
today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be 
sung again at Easter.  

About Holy Communion 
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

Prelude                                “Sweet Hour of Prayer“                 Bradbury/Mansfield 

The Announcements and Welcome 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ⴕ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name.   
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ⴕ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn     “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” vs. 1,2, & 4        ELW 834 
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*Kyrie 

*The Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
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THE WORD 

First Reading - Exodus 24:12-18 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you 
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their             
instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 
of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and 
Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of 
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a        
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.  
     

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God.  

*Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray….O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith 
by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your 
beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of 
your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Second Reading - 1 Peter  1:16-21 
 

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received 
honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glo-
ry, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard 
this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s 
own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel - Matthew 17:1-9 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 17th Chapter.  Glory to you, Oh Lord.   
 

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain,  
by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make 
three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still  
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 
until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Oh Christ.  

Sermon                                                                      Vicar Amy Mambu 

*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Hymn of the Day        “How Good, Lord, to be Here” vs. 1,3 & 5                        ELW 315 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to    

     judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

*The Apostle’s Creed 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need... 
 

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

...We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified.  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.     And also with you. 
 

(Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section.) 

The Offering 

Follow the QR Code, (click here) or go to www.stjohnsatown.com to make your 
gift. You will have the option to make a one time donation or a recurring donation.  
This website is easy, quick and very  secure.  Thank you for your support! 

*Presentation of the Offering and Offertory Response                   ELW 182 

Offertory Anthem          “May the Light of God Go With You”                      Chancel Choir 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSYq_9mzS_ngstDSgdfOd6dlCzU6fgSU37P98E9MZmdW8r8h56xPR2TSz5HCux7l14RQ_Qnqb_AOTC2gi9RyWDU=&ver=3
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*Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray… Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.  
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 
people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior,  
Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by        
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288.  One License — Annual License  

with Podcasting,  Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200.   #A-736100 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

This bread and wine, shared with you this morning, has been blessed and prepared for Holy 
Communion. The words of institution have been shared over these gifts. Again we are reminded 
of God’s mighty acts and the love shown to us in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 

It is with thanksgiving that we remember... 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

And now, let us pray together using the words our Lord has taught us to pray... 

*Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 
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*Lamb of God 

*The Blessing 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod   
ⴕ bless, strengthen, and uphold us, today and always. 
Amen. 

THE SENDING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.   Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing 

Let us pray...Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this  
table.  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 

*Prayer After Communion 

Distributiuon 
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*Sending Hymn               “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”                                    ELW 857 

Postlude                             “Higher Ground”                                Gabriel/Smith 

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God  

and in honor of our daughter and sister, Katie Sowers Olesen,  

by Deb and Bill Sowers and Amy and Daniel Mambu. 

*The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  
Thanks be to God.  We Will!   

+            +            + 
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St. John’s would like to express our deepest sympathy to the family of 

Deb Keeney upon her recent passing.  May God’s peace be with you. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

For homebound members: 

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carmen Baker,               

and Dorothy Bonebrake 
 

For those serving the larger church: 

Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson   -  Tanzania 
 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 

Lainey Luckenbaugh, newborn child (1/17) of Olivia Staub and Logan Luckenbaugh -  

      recovering from surgery at Hershey Medical Center 

Annie Sharrer - recovering at home after surgery. 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from surgery 

Ryan Laughman  -  receiving outpatient care from home 

Nancy Emig - in need of healing for her back 

Shawndela (fiancé of Brett McEvers) - recovering at home following emergency surgery 
 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 

Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Lois Brownwell  -  receiving care for cancer 

Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 

Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the “Prayer Concerns” list:  

let us know if someone can be removed from the list, or if their status has changed.  

Also, please contact us with additions to the list.   

Thank you for faithfully praying for our community. 

St. John’s wishes to congratulate Brett McEvers and his fiancé Shawndela on 
the birth of their daughter, Solarity Londyn Grace, on Feb. 4, 2023. She is     

already bringing great joy to Grandma Deb McEvers and the whole family! 
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2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES REMAIN AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP                                                 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL  

 

Convenience envelopes are available for use and can be found where you pick 
up your bulletin, or in the back of the sanctuary. 

Serving St. John’s  -  February 22  -  Ash Wednesday   

Head Usher……......…………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 

Communion Assistant. …………………………………………………….....................................Helen Warner 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………………...….Elizabeth Berkebile 

Greeters…………………………………………………………………………………………….………………. 

Lector…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…Helen Warner 

We are looking for worship assistant volunteers.  Please see the sign-up 

sheets in the Fellowship Hall.  There is a blue notebook with listings for        

acolytes, communion assistants, greeters and lectors.  We also need           

congregation council members to be the head usher.  Thanks! 

Sign-up sheets for April-June will be available beginning on Feb. 22nd 

Serving St. John’s  -  February 19     

Head Usher……......………………………………………………………………………………………...…Barb Colandreo 

Communion Assistant………...…………………………………………………….....................................Jim Hoff 

Acolytes……………….…………………………………………………………...……Clara Berkebile and Sybil Shively 

Greeters…………………………………………………………….…………………………...…………Brian and Kelly Leib 

Lector…..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..…Warren Smith 

Serving St. John’s  -  February 26      

Head Usher……......…………………………………………………………………………………………..………....Jim Hoff 

Communion Assistant. ……………………………………………………..................................Barb Colandreo 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………..………………..….Emma Lewis 

Greeters………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…….Lewis Family 

Lector…..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Allison Lewis 
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Happening soon: 
 

Youth Lock-in - Sunday, February 19 beginning at 6:00pm - see Vicar Amy today! 

Congregation Council meeting - Monday, February 20 - 7:00pm 

Ash Wednesday Worship - Wednesday, February 22 - 7:00pm 

Souper Bowl of Caring - Sunday, February 26 - last day to drop off your donations in the       
fellowship hall 

Music Notes : 

The Junior Choir will rehearse next Sunday, Feb. 26 at 8:30am, and then 
will sing at worship on the 26th  at 10:00am.  All singers in 3rd grade and up 
are welcome to join! Please contact Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you 
have any questions. 
 

The Chancel Choir  will have anthems during the 10am worship service throughout the year. 
Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am.  Please feel free to join 
whenever you’re available. 
 

St. John’s Ringers will rehearse on Tuesday evenings, Feb. 21 and 28 at 7:00pm.  Contact 
Norbert Mamet for more information 
 

The Cherub Choir welcomes and encourages all children age 3 through 2nd grade to join their 
group.  We will rehearse on Sundays March 12, 19, 26 and April 2 at 9:25am in the choir room. 
We will sing at the April 2nd Palm Sunday worship service.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Barbe Sharrer (717-752-5737) or Sally Grim (717-259-7090).  

A “Touch of Grace” Community Assistance Fund 
(February’s Special Giving Designation) 

 

Before donating to this fund or sharing a gift in the special designation of your offering  

envelope, you may be asking, what is “A Touch of Grace?” Simply stated, it is a fund  

established by Grace M. Smith to help individuals and families in Adams and York County with 

financial needs. A committee of St. John’s members, including the Pastor, share assistance 

with those in need that schedule an appointment and are willing to work with the pastor and 

the committee. Over the years, “A Touch of Grace” has helped with rental assistance, the loss 

of a home due to a fire or other natural disaster. They have helped with medical bills and even 

helped to cover costs with purchasing a handicap van. Grace Smith planted the seeds to help 

people in need, and our church continues in this work.  
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RUTH’S HARVEST SPECIAL NEEDS 
  RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN SPRINGS 
 

WE NEED PUDDING CUPS/ SNACK PAKS &  

CHEF BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE MEALS     

Next Packing date: March 14 @ 12:45PM    

Sunday Morning Schedule—with Sunday School 
8:45am—Sunday School     

10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Altar Flowers 
We are looking for sponsors for our 2023 Altar Flowers.  Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Fellowship Hall, or call St. John’s (717-259-0796) to sponsor your 

flowers today!  Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you! 

(Our next 2 ”empty” dates are March 5 and 26.) 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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To make a gift through St. John’s, please 

make checks payable to “St. John’s  

Lutheran Church” and write “LDR” on the 

memo line; then mail your check to the 

church or place it in the offering plate on 

Sunday morning. Cash gifts can be placed 

into one of the courtesy envelopes  

available in the rear of the sanctuary, or 

where you pick up your bulletin, and 

write “LDR” on the envelope.   

Gifts received through the end of the 

month will be designated for the “Middle 

East Crisis” unless noted otherwise.  

Thanks for helping the Church to do 

God’s work in our world. 

Once again, we are offering a selection of Easter plants in 
random, assorted colors.  Please indicate your choice and 
the presentation as you wish it to appear in the Bulletin.  
Place payment along with this order form in an envelope 
marked “Easter Flowers” and place it in the offering plate 
or give it to Sally Grim. All flowers cost $12.00. 

 PLEASE USE ONE FORM PER FLOWER. 

 

WHITE LILIES -  ______        HYACINTHS  -  _______ 

  TULIPS -  ______                  MUMS -  _______ 

In honor of_____________________________________ 

In memory of___________________________________ 

Presented by ___________________________________ 

*AND/OR MAKE A GIFT TO  

       WORLD HUNGER  -   

AMOUNT  $_______________ 

In honor of____________________________________ 

In memory of__________________________________ 

Presented by __________________________________ 

Offering Envelope #  (or Name) ___________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS MARCH 5  

PAYMENTS ARE DUE BY APRIL 2 

orders can also be emailed to St. John’s at: 

stjohnsatown@comcast.net 
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Coming Together for Lent 
 

 
St. John’s will host our Ash Wednesday Service on 
Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00pm. This service will 
feature Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes, 
reminding us of our mortality and that each of us, 
marked with the cross of Christ, makes our way through 
Lent longing for the baptismal waters of Easter 
 

 
 
Holden Evening Prayer and Dinner Church is a time of 
worship, fellowship, and breaking bread together during 
the season of Lent. On March 5 and April 2, St. John’s 
will share dinner and a service of Holden Evening Prayer. 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall so we know who is  
coming. Come and enjoy this time to be together in 
prayer, hospitality, and good food.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday Lenten Lunches are back this year!  The Abbottstown and East Berlin communities will 
come together to spend time each Wednesday afternoon in Lent with a meal and service around 
the theme- People of the Passion. Lunch will be served each week at noon and we promise to finish 
by 1pm. The locations of the services are posted above.   
 


