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100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 

In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying God. 
Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions 
to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in 
life and health for the whole community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, 
not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us.  

About Holy Communion 
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                         “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                            Converse 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ⴕ Son, and of the  Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have rejected your discipline. We have avoided your pruning of our cluttered lives. We 
have failed to maintain properly the tools of stewardship, outreach, and witness you have 
abundantly provided for the nurture of your Church. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, train us, and redirect us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.   

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given us his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the ⴕ  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 

“Of the Land and Seasons” 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.         
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288.  One 
License — Annual License w/Podcasting,  Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200.   

#A-736100 
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GATHERING HYMN                                                        ELW 574 
   

“Here I Am Lord”  
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*KYRIE  (Congregation sings parts labeled “Assembly”) 

Cont’d 

*THE GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    And also with you. 
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Special thanks today to Amy Mambu,  
Norbert Mamet, and Tim Bupp for sharing their 

musical gifts with us! 



6 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE         “O Sing of God’s Great Victory”      (congregation sings refrain) 

The Altar Flowers are presented  

to the Glory of God and in memory of Loved Ones,  

by Dave and Donna Renaut and Family. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

Let us pray….O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we     
accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to 
do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and  
adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,  
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and 
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to 
you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the   
Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have 
set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your                
descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for 
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore 
to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.  

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 

1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid 
food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jeal-
ousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human in-
clinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you 
not merely human? 
 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the 
Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the 
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The 
one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages 
according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s 
field, God’s building.  
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   Thanks be to God.  
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:21-37 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 5th Chapter.  
Glory to you, Oh Lord.   
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You 
shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if 
you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a     
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to 
the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; 
first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to 
terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser 
may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into    
prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to 
lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to go into hell. 
 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But 
I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her 
to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at 
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot 
make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than 
this comes from the evil one.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                       Pastor Shawn Berkebile 



9 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                      ELW 671 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine”                             
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified.  

Amen 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    And also with you. 

 

Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:            “Love Fills My Soul”                                      Chancel Choir 

THE OFFERING 
We encourage you to please mail in your offering or follow the QR code to the right to donate 
online. You can also go to our church website www.stjohnsatown.com and make a one-time 

donation or set up a recurring donation.  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSYq_9mzS_ngstDSgdfOd6dlCzU6fgSU37P98E9MZmdW8r8h56xPR2TSz5HCux7l14RQ_Qnqb_AOTC2gi9RyWDU=&ver=3
http://www.stjohnsatown.com
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*OFFERTORY HYMN    “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”  

*THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on 
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of 
all, in the name of Jesus.   Amen. 

THE MEAL 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord…...And so, with the Church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join in adoring song: 

*SANCTUS  (congregation sings refrain) 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

*BREAKING THE BREAD 
Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together and be-
came one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into your king-
dom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever.  Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

Special Communion Instructions  

St. John’s Lutheran Church  practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized  persons are invited 
to the Lord’s table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal 

of life. We will distribute communion by receiving line or pre-poured fellowship cups.  If you 
would like to receive communion in your pew, using a  fellowship cup, grape juice and wine        

fellowship cups are available in the rear of the church.  Further instruction will be provided by 
the Pastor and/or Ushers.  

THE DISTRIBUTION 
In Christ’s presence there is fulness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   

Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

*POST COMMUNION HYMN   “O Lord of the Blossom”    
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*BENEDICTION      

The God of peace, Father, ⴕ  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 
path of life this day and always.   AMEN      

THE SENDING 

Let us pray….Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us 
with your mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may 
come to know your love.  This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

POSTLUDE                              “Trumpet Tune on Hyfrydol”                     Prichard/Wagner 

*THE DISMISSAL         
Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  We will!  

+            +            + 

Serving St. John’s  -  February 12      

Head Usher……......…………………………………………………………………………Michele Trent/Lori Slothour 

Communion Assistant………...…………………………………………………….....................................Jim Hoff 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………..……………….….Kylie Slothour 

Greeters…………………………………………………………….……………………………………….Dan and Robin Hoff 

Lector…..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..……Michele Trent 

Serving St. John’s  -  February 19     

Head Usher……......………………………………………………………………………………………...…Barb Colandreo 

Communion Assistant………...……………………………………………………....................(volunteer needed) 

Acolytes……………….…………………………………………………………...……Clara Berkebile and Sybil Shively 

Greeters…………………………………………………………….…………………………...…………Brian and Kelly Leib 

Lector…..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…(volunteer needed) 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
For homebound members: 

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carmen Baker,               

and Dorothy Bonebrake 

 

For those serving the larger church: 

Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson, RN  -  Tanzania 

 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 

Lainey Luckenbaugh, newborn baby (1/17) of Olivia Staub and Logan Luckenbaugh -  

      in hospital with bacterial meningitis 

Annie Sharrer– recovering at home after surgery. 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from surgery 

Ryan Laughman  -  receiving care at Hershey Medical Center 

Deb Keeney - receiving hospice care at home 

 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 

Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Lois Brownwell  -  receiving care for cancer 

Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 

Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the “Prayer Concerns” list:  

let us know if someone can be removed from the list, or if their status has changed.  

Also, please contact us with additions to the list.   

Thank you for faithfully praying for our community. 

We are looking for worship assistant volunteers.  Please see the sign-up 

sheets in the Fellowship Hall.  There is a blue notebook with listings for        

acolytes, communion assistants, greeters and lectors.  We also need          

congregation council members to be the usher.  Thanks! 
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Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Take a break and join us every Wednesday as we look to God’s words to 
guide and encourage us, and for opportunities for prayer and fellowship 
at 10:00am on Zoom.   Use this Zoom link with password        

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09   or meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and Password: 
407818.  To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

Happening soon: 
 

PAL Lunch Team Service - Friday, February 10 - 9:00am-Noon at Hanover Area Council of 
Churches 

Ruth’s Harvest packing - Tuesday, February 14 - begins at 12:45pm 

Good News and Brews - Tuesday, February 14 - 6:30-8:00pm - Valentine’s Day Date Night! 

Youth Lock-in - Sunday, February 19 beginning at 6:00pm - sign up in Fellowship Hall 

Congregation Council - Monday, February 20 - 7:00pm 

Ash Wednesday Worship - Wednesday, February 22 - 7:00pm 

Sunday Morning Schedule—with Sunday School 
8:45am—Sunday School     

10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

A “Touch of Grace” Community Assistance Fund 
(February’s Special Giving Designation) 

Before donating to this fund or sharing a gift in the special designation of your offering envelope, you 
may be asking, what is “A Touch of Grace?” Simply stated, it is a fund established by Grace M. Smith 
to help individuals and families in Adams and York County with financial needs. A committee of St. 

John’s members, including the Pastor, share assistance with those in need that schedule an              
appointment and are willing to work with the pastor and the committee. Over the years, “A Touch of 

Grace” has helped with rental assistance, the loss of a home due to a fire or other natural disaster. 
They have helped with medical bills and even helped to cover costs with purchasing a handicap van. 

Grace Smith planted the seeds to help people in need, and our church continues in this work.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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RUTH’S HARVEST SPECIAL NEEDS 
  RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN SPRINGS ELEMENTARY 

 

WE NEED PUDDING CUPS/SNACK PAKS AND  

CHEF BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE MEAL CUPS     
      

Next packing date is this Tuesday, February 14 @ 12:45PM  

                        Music Notes : 
 

The Junior Choir will rehearse on Sundays, Feb. 12 & 26 at 8:30am, and 
then will sing at worship on the 26th  at 10:00am.  All singers in 3rd grade 
and up are welcome to join! Please contact Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) 
if you have any questions. 
 

The Chancel Choir  will have anthems during the 10am worship service throughout the year. 
Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am.  Please feel free to join 
whenever you’re available. 
 

St. John’s Ringers will rehearse on Tuesday evenings, Feb. 14, 21, and 28 at 7:00pm.  Contact 
Norbert Mamet for more information 

Hospital Admittance: 
If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital,  

please be sure to identify St. John’s, Abbottstown,  
as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation,  

if you provide this information to the Hospital, they will notify us of your admittance.   
Thank You! 

Altar Flowers 
We are looking for sponsors for our 2023 Altar Flowers.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the  

Fellowship Hall, or call St. John’s (717-259-0796) to sponsor your flowers today!   

Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you! 

(We currently have only 2 sponsors for February and  1 sponsor for March.) 
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To make a gift through St. John’s, 

please make checks payable to  

“St. John’s Lutheran Church” and 

write “LDR” on the memo line; then 

mail your check to the church or place 

it in the offering plate on Sunday 

morning. Cash gifts can be placed into 

one of the courtesy envelopes  

available in the rear of the sanctuary, 

or where you pick up your bulletin, 

and write “LDR” on the envelope.  

Gifts received through the end of the 

month will be designated for the 

“Middle East Crisis” unless noted  

otherwise.  Thanks for helping the 

Church to do God’s work in our world. 


