
1 

 

100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we 
loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the 
dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his 
followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent 
into the world to shine with the light of Christ.  

About Holy Communion 
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

Prelude                                     “Simple Gifts“                             St. John’s Ringers 

The Announcements and Welcome 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ⴕ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name.   
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ⴕ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn                 “Gather Us In”                                       ELW 532 



4 

 

*Kyrie 

*The Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
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THE WORD 

First Reading - Isaiah 58:1-12 
 1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
     Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 
     as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
     and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
     they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
     Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. 
     Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 
     Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
     Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
     to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
     when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
     your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
       If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
     then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The Lord will guide you continually, 
     and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; 
     and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
     you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

    Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God.  

*Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray….Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By 
your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of        

Ella K Wildasin, Rodger Wildasin’s mother, in accordance with the  

G. Rodger Wildasin will. 

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 
you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a           
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 
but on the power of God. 
 

 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may   
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13And we speak of these things in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 
spiritual. 
 

 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those 
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
 

But we have the mind of Christ. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.    Thanks be to God.  
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Sermon                                                               Pastor Shawn Berkebile 

*Gospel Acclamation 

*Gospel - Matthew 5:13-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 5th Chapter.  Glory to you, Oh Lord.   
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to     
abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 
one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Oh Christ.  
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*Hymn of the Day                “This Little Light of Mine”                                          ELW 677 



9 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the    

        dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

*The Apostle’s Creed 

Installation of Leaders in the Congregation 

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

The following people have been elected by St. John’s to serve as congregation council members. We give 
thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in 
the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our    
mutual mission as a congregation. 

The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read by a representative of the congregation. 

The presiding minister addresses those being installed. 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of    
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

The presiding minister continues. 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into 
one together with the whole church. 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and support, 
so that the mission of Christ is carried out at St. John’s, in the wider church, in this community, and in the 
whole world. 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church. 
(continued…) 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need... 
 

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

...We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified.  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.     And also with you. 
 

(Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section.) 

The Offering 

Click on the QR Code, (click here) or go to www.stjohnsatown.com to make your 
gift. You will have the option to make a one time donation or a recurring donation.  
This website is easy, quick and very  secure.  Thank you for your support! 

THE MEAL 

Offertory Anthem                   “Our Savior’s Calling”                                     Chancel Choir 

The presiding minister addresses those being installed. 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, I ask you: 

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to 
all who are baptized? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them. 

I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation. Almighty God bless you, and 
direct your days and your deeds in peace, 

that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

Amen. 

The service continues with the prayers of intercession. Prayers are included for the newly installed leaders. After 
the greeting of peace, the newly installed leaders return to their places. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSYq_9mzS_ngstDSgdfOd6dlCzU6fgSU37P98E9MZmdW8r8h56xPR2TSz5HCux7l14RQ_Qnqb_AOTC2gi9RyWDU=&ver=3
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*Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray… Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.   
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus 
our Savior,  
Amen. 

*Presentation of the Offering 
 
*Offertory Response    “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”        ELW 182 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by           
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288.  One License — Annual License w/
Podcasting,  Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200.   #A-736100 
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*Great Thanksgiving 

*Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we……  
we praise your name and join their  unending hymn:  

*Sanctus 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

*Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 
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*Lamb of God 

*The Blessing 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod   
ⴕ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
Amen. 

THE SENDING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   Amen. 

*Post Communion Blessing 

Let us pray...Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this  
table.  Renew our strength to do justice,  love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 

*Prayer After Communion 

Distributiuon 
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*Sending Hymn               “We Are Marching in the Light”                                    ELW 866 



16 

 

Postlude                   “God’s Blessing Sends Us Forth”                                 Smith 

*The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  
Thanks be to God.  We Will!   

PRAYER CONCERNS 

For homebound members: 

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carmen Baker,               

and Dorothy Bonebrake 
 

For those serving the larger church: 

Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson, RN  -  Tanzania 
 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 

Lainey Luckenbaugh, newborn baby (1/17) of Olivia Staub and Logan Luckenbaugh -  

      in hospital with bacterial meningitis 

Annie Sharrer– recovering at home after surgery. 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from surgery 

Ryan Laughman  -  receiving care at Hershey Medical Center 

Deb Keeney - receiving hospice care at home 
 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 

Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Lois Brownwell  -  receiving care for cancer 

Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 

Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the “Prayer Concerns” list:  

let us know if someone can be removed from the list, or if their status has changed.  

Also, please contact us with additions to the list.   

Thank you for faithfully praying for our community. 

+       +       + 
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Serving St. John’s  -  February 5      

Head Usher……......…………………………………………………………………………………………..…...Joe Rickrode 

Communion Assistant. …………………………………………………….....................................Mindy Shively 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………..………………..Ainsley Harman 

Greeters…………………………………………………………………………………………….…Alison and Carlee Baker 

Lector…..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….Keith Shively 

We are looking for worship assistant volunteers.  Please see the sign-up 

sheets in the Fellowship Hall.  There is a blue notebook with listings for        

acolytes, communion assistants, greeters and lectors.  We also need          

congregation council members to be the usher.  Thanks! 

Happening soon: 
 

Laundry Love - Tuesday, February 7 - 6:00-8:00pm 

PAL Lunch Team Service - Friday, February 10 - 9:00am-Noon at Hanover Area Council of 
churches 

Ruth’s Harvest packing - Tuesday, February 14 - begins at 12:45pm 

Good News and Brews - Tuesday, February 14 - 6:30-8:00pm - Valentine’s Day Date Night! 

Youth Lock-in - Sunday, February 19 beginning at 6:00pm - sign up in Fellowship Hall 

Serving St. John’s  -  February 12      

Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………………….……………..Vicar Amy Mambu 

Head Usher……......…………………………………………………………………………Michele Trent/Lori Slothour 

Communion Assistant………...…………………………………………………….....................................Jim Hoff 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………..……………….….Kylie Slothour 

Greeters…………………………………………………………….……………………………………….Dan and Robin Hoff 

Lector…..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..……Michele Trent 

St. John’s wishes to congratulate Breanne (Sauter) and  
Alex Huntington on the birth of their baby girl, Cori Ann Huntington, 

who was born on January 30, 2023.  May she bring you great joy! 
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                                                  RUTH’S HARVEST SPECIAL NEEDS 
         RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN SPRINGS 

 

 WE NEED PUDDING CUPS/ SNACK PAKS & 

CHEF BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE MEALS     

   Next Packing date: February 14 @ 12:45PM    

Sunday Morning Schedule—with Sunday School 
8:45am—Sunday School     

10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

A “Touch of Grace” Community Assistance Fund 
(February’s Special Giving Designation) 

Before donating to this fund or sharing a gift in the special designation of your offering envelope, you 
may be asking, what is “A Touch of Grace?” Simply stated, it is a fund established by Grace M. Smith 
to help individuals and families in Adams and York County with financial needs. A committee of St. 

John’s members, including the Pastor, share assistance with those in need that schedule an              
appointment and are willing to work with the pastor and the committee. Over the years, “A Touch of 

Grace” has helped with rental assistance, the loss of a home due to a fire or other natural disaster. 
They have helped with medical bills and even helped to cover costs with purchasing a handicap van. 

Grace Smith planted the seeds to help people in need, and our church continues in this work.  

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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 PAL LUNCH TEAM 
 

The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days      
a year to approximately 60 to 120 people.  These meals are lovingly 
made by member congregations from all across the area.   St. John’s 

Lutheran Church PAL Team is scheduled to serve our next meal on  
Friday, February 10 (9:00am-Noon.)   VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

If you are interested in joining our PAL team, please give Larry Welty a call at 717-253-4744.  

Altar Flowers 
We are looking for sponsors for our 2023 Altar Flowers.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the  

Fellowship Hall, or call St. John’s (717-259-0796) to sponsor your flowers today!   

Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you! 

(We currently have only 1 sponsor for the months of February and March.) 

Music Notes : 

The Junior Choir will rehearse on Sundays, Feb. 12 & 26 at 8:30am, and 
then will sing at worship on the 26th  at 10:00am.  All singers in 3rd grade 
and up are welcome to join! Please contact Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) 
if you have any questions. 
 

The Chancel Choir  will have anthems during the 10am worship service throughout the year. 
Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am.  Please feel free to join 
whenever you’re available. 
 

St. John’s Ringers will rehearse on Tuesday evenings, Feb. 14, 21, and 28 at 7:00pm.  Contact 
Norbert Mamet for more information 

Hospital Admittance: 

If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital,  
please be sure to identify St. John’s, Abbottstown,  

as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation,  
if you provide this information to the Hospital, they will notify us of your admittance.   

Thank You! 


