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100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s       
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass 
through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, 
and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine .  

About Holy Communion 

St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                              “Baptized in Water“                          Wagner 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ⴕ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name.   
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ⴕ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                               ELW 448 
 

“This is the Spirit’s Entry Now”     

*THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.                   

 And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us pray….O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their   
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and       
forever.  Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42: 1-9 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a 
light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
  

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 3: 13-17 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 3rd Chapter.   Glory to you, Oh Lord.   

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus   
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Oh Christ.  

SERMON                                                                            Norbert Mamet 

 

SECOND READING: ACTS 10: 34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus    
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and     
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives for-
giveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.    Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                  ELW 304 

“Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized”  
Verses 1, 2 & 4 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need... 
 

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

...We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.     
And also with you. 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the    

        dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.     

Amen. 

THE OFFERING 
We encourage you to please mail in your offering or click here to donate online. You can also go to our church 

website www.stjohnsatown.com and make a one-time donation or recurring donation.  
 

 
OFFETORY ANTHEM     “Stirring Waters”                                 Chancel Choir 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Je-
sus our Savior, Amen. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at 
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen 

*THE BLESSING  
     
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
ⴕ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
Amen. 

THE SENDING 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by           
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37288. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  One License — Annual License w/Podcasting,    
Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200.   A-736100 for Jul 29, 2020 - Jul 28, 2021  

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSYq_9mzS_ngstDSgdfOd6dlCzU6fgSU37P98E9MZmdW8r8h56xPR2TSz5HCux7l14RQ_Qnqb_AOTC2gi9RyWDU=&ver=3
http://www.stjohnsatown.com
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SENDING HYMN                              ELW 445 

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

POSTLUDE                  “Ye Holy Angels Bright”                           Ritter/ Darwall      

*THE DISMISSAL         

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  

Thanks be to God.  We Will!   
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The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of  
George S. Wildasin, Roger Wildasin’s father, 

 in accordance with the G. Rodger Wildasin Will 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

For homebound members: 

Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carmen Baker,               

and Dorothy Bonebrake 
 

For those serving the larger church: 

Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson   -  Tanzania 
 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 
Carol Wassilewski—recovering from the flu and pneumonia 

Shirley Crawford - recovering at home 

Mary Clapsadle - recovering from a stroke 

Margaret Lingg  -  broken shoulder & arm 

Patsy DeHaas (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from broken ribs 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from surgery 

Glenn Heflyn (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for his eyes 

Ryan Laughman  -  receiving outpatient care from home 
 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 

Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 
 

The Becker Family would like to offer a word of thanks for the support , cards and calls while 

they grieved the passing of Adam.  

Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the “Prayer Concerns” list:  

let us know if someone can be removed from the list, or if their status has changed.  

Also, please contact us with additions to the list.   

Thank you for faithfully praying for our community. 
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RUTH’S HARVEST SPECIAL NEEDS 
  RUTH’S HARVEST BERMUDIAN SPRINGS 
 

PUDDING CUPS, GOLDFISH CRACKERS & CHEF BOYARDEE SINGLE SERVE 
BEEFARONI AND LASAGNA CUPS      

Packing January 17 @ 12:45PM  

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
I want to take a few minutes and invite you to Bible Study. I have personally 
grown because of the group and I think those that join us have experience 
growth as well. With all the things happen in the world around us,       
sometimes we just need to take break and be encouraged to pray and let 
scripture guide us. I hope you may consider joining us every Wednesday at 

10:00am. Click on this link to learn about what texts will be discussed  https://
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/downloads/YearA_2019-2020.pdf.  The Zoom link and             
information is below. Meeting Link with  Password:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

Meeting ID: 907 836 5134; Password: 407818 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

Sunday Morning Schedule—with Sunday School 
8:45am—Sunday School     

10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook  - Zoom:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818 

    Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES                                                                  
ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP                                                 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/downloads/YearA_2019-2020.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/downloads/YearA_2019-2020.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
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Serving St. John’s  -  January 8      

Usher…………….…...………………………………………………………………………………………...Barbra Calandreo 

Acolyte……………….…………………………………………………………………………..…………...……Clara Berkebile 

Greeter………………………………………………………………………………………..……Warren & Gretchen Smith 

Lector…..……………………………………………………………………………………………………...….Rachel Berkebile 

We are looking for worship assistant volunteers.  Please see the sign-up sheets in the             

fellowship hall.  There is a blue notebook with listings for acolytes, communion assistants, 

greeters and lectors.  We also need congregation council members to be the usher.  Thanks! 

Happening soon: 
Sunday School returns - Sunday, January 8 - special time 8:30am with movie “The Star” 

Worship and Music Committee - Thursday, January 12 - 7:00pm 

Ruth’s Harvest - Tuesday, January 17 - 12:45pm 

Good News and Brews - Tuesday, January 17 - 6:30pm 


