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100 E Water Street 

Abbottstown, PA 17301 

717-259-0796 

www.stjohnsatown.com 

Introduction 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and 
make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of 
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially 
the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in 
the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.  

About Holy Communion 
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy 
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. 
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also 
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the 
service as you watch at home.  
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THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                      St. John’s Ringers 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on  Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 
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GATHERING HYMN                                                         ELW 239 

      “Hark, the Glad Sound”  Vs. 1 & 4 
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*KYRIE 

*THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all.  And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray…Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

Amen. 
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Advent Wreath Lighting – The Candle of Miracles 

More than 2,000 years ago the Glory of God was revealed to us through the birth of  
Christ Jesus. A glorious miracle, sent down from heaven. 
 
But many people refused to believe in this miracle, even though they had been waiting for it 
for so long. 
 
That night, the Lord came to live with a humble and poor family – a family with room in their 
hearts and faithfulness to the Lord. A family who was ready to receive a miracle. 
 
This morning, we light the Candle of Miracles. This light reminds us that not only do miracles 
happen around us every day, but that every day we are called to show God’s miraculous love to 
others.  
 
Let us pray:   
 

Lord God, we need your help today. Help us to make room for the miraculous in our lives, 
that the light of Christ might shine through us again.  Amen. 

The Slothour family will light two advent candles as the congregation sings the second verse of 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 embracing all things far and nigh: 

 in strength and beauty come and stay; 

 teach us your will and guide our way.   

 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite 

Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfast-
ness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with 
Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gen-
tiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.    Thanks be to God.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON                       Vicar Amy Mambu 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 3rd Chapter.  Glory to you, Oh Lord.   
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 
he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of  

repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at 
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                         Pastor Shawn Berkebile 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY                                                 ELW 256 
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”   Vs. 1 & 3 
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*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence,  
let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.  
 

  A brief silence 
 

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  
 

AMEN. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.    And also with you. 

 

Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section. 

OFFERTORY                               “What Child Shall Come?”                                Chancel Choir 

THE OFFERING 
You can make an online donation by going to our church website  

www.stjohnsatown.com 

*THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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*OFFERTORY HYMN            “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                               ELW 182 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Let us pray… Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
 

Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE MEAL 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Special Communion Instructions  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized  persons are invited to the Lord’s  

table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal of life. We will distribute 
communion by receiving line or pre-poured fellowship cups.  If you would like to receive communion in your 

pew, using a  fellowship cup, grape juice and wine fellowship cups are available in the rear of the church.  
Further instruction will be provided by the Pastor and/or Ushers.  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Let us pray….Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 
earth in the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your promised 
future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
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*SENDING HYMN                       “Day By Day”  Vs. 1 & 3                                     ELW 790 

*THE BLESSING       

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,  bless you now and forever. 
 

AMEN      

THE SENDING 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
For homebound members: 
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carmen Baker,  

and Dorothy Bonebrake 
 

For those serving the larger church: 
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson  -  Tanzania 
 

For persons who are ill or hospitalized: 
Jeanne Hoke - recovering from surgery at home 

Mike Haugh - recovering from heart surgery 

Iva Breighner  -  dealing with heart problems 

Mary Clapsadle  -  recovering from a stroke 

Scarlette (great granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - recovering at home after kidney transplant 

Margaret Lingg  -  broken shoulder & arm 

Patsy DeHaas (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from broken ribs 

Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  recovering from surgery 

Robin Florence (niece of Mary Fogel) - recovering from brain surgery 

Glenn Heflyn (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for his eyes 

Ryan Laughman  -  receiving outpatient care from home 
 

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer: 
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk)  -  receiving care for cancer 

Wilbure Reese  -  receiving care for prostrate cancer 

Kim H.  -  receiving care for lymphoma 

Larry LaRue  -  receiving care for prostate cancer 

Patsy Leese  -  receiving care for cancer 

Kandice March  -  receiving care and ongoing tests 

Doug Balko  -  receiving care for colon cancer 

Tony Jacoby  -  receiving care for bone cancer 

 

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of  

Pauline F. Wildasin in accordance with the George M. and Pauline F. Wildasin trust fund. 

POSTLUDE             “Impressions on an Appalachian Folk Carol”            St. John’s Ringers 

*THE DISMISSAL         

Go in peace. Christ is near.  Thanks be to God.  We will!   

+      +      + 
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Sunday Morning Schedule 

8:45am   - Sunday School 

10:00am -  Worship In-Person at St. John’s, and Online at: 

         YouTube -  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 
  

Zoom -  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?   

pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134  Passcode: 407818 
      

         Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Serving St. John’s December 4 
 

Assisting Minister…………………………………………………………………….Vicar Amy Mambu 
Usher………………..………………………………………………………………………………....Linda Hoff 
Acolyte……………………………………………………………………………………....…Kylie Slouthour 
Advent Wreath Lighting……………………………………………………….……….Slothour Family 
Communion Asst………………………….……………………………………...………Barb Colandreo 
Greeter………………………………………………………………….....………Kristi and Joe Rickrode 
Lector…..……………………...…………………………………………...…………………..Kristi Rickrode 

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person.  Please consult         
the bulletin in case the Pastor is away.  Use this Zoom link    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09   

 or call  +1 929 205 6099  

 and use meeting ID: 907 836 5134  and  Password: 407818 when prompted.  

Serving St. John’s December 11 
 

Assisting Minister…………………………………………………………………….Vicar Amy Mambu 
Usher……………………………….………………………………………………………..…..…Joe Rickrode 
Acolyte…………………………………………………………………………………….……Kenley McEvers 
Advent Wreath Lighting…………………………………………………………..…....McEvers Family 
Communion Asst……………………………………………………...……………………..……...Jim Hoff 
Greeter………………………………………………….……………...……...……………..McEvers Family 
Lector…..……………………...……………...…….………….………...….………....Shannon McEvers 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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Altar Flowers 
We are now accepting sponsors for our 2023 Altar Flowers.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the  

Fellowship Hall, or call St. John’s (717-259-0796) to sponsor your flowers today!   

Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you! 

We are looking for 1 more sponsor for Christmas Eve altar flowers. Cost will be $30 and flowers may 

be picked up following the 11:00pm service on Dec. 24. Contact the office if you are interested.  

 

 

 

 

  Donations needed for Ruth’s Harvest 
school backpack ministry! 

Items needed: pudding cups, goldfish crackers,       
Chef Boyardee lasagna and beefaroni cups.  (individual 

servings and individually wrapped)  

Place donations in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Thanks for helping 
to feed our 
community! 

Music(al) Notes : 

The Cherub Choir (pre-school through 2nd grade) will rehearse on Sundays, 
Dec. 4 and Dec 11 at 9:25am in the choir room. We will be singing at the 
7:00pm service on Christmas Eve (12/24)  Please contact Barbe Sharrer 
(717-752-5737) or Sally Grim (717-259-7090) if you have any questions. 
 

The Junior Choir will rehearse on Sundays, December 4 and 18 at 8:30am.  
All singers in 3rd grade and up are welcome to join! Please contact  
Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you have any questions. 
 

The Chancel Choir will have anthems during the 10am worship service throughout the year. 
Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am.  Please feel free to join 
whenever you’re available.   
 

Please consider singing with the Cantata Choir at worship on December 18 at 10:00am.   
We will rehearse on Dec. 7 & 14 at 7:00pm; on Dec. 17 at 10:00am; and on Dec. 18 at 9:00am. 
Please contact Donna (see above) for more information. 

Hospital Admittance: 
 

If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital,  
please be sure to identify St. John’s, Abbottstown,  

as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation,  
if you provide this information to the Hospital, they will  

notify us of your admittance.  Thank You! 
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We are waiting for the arrival of our 2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
from the envelope printing company. A shortage of supplies and 

labor have caused production delays this year.   
Thank you for your patience. 

Happening this week  

Sunday, December 4 - Last day to order Christmas Poinsettias and to drop off your Mitten Tree 
and Christmas Blessing Express items. 

Laundry Love - Tuesday, Dec. 6, 5:30-7:00pm 

Cantata choir rehearsal - Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 7:00pm 

Abbottstown Food Pantry - Thursday, Dec. 8, 3:00-5:00pm 

Pick up your At Home Advent Devotional    
"God With Us" today, which includes an Advent    

Calendar starting with December 1st.                 
If you would like a copy to print at home please 

send an email to Pastor Shawn at:  
shawn.berkebile@gmail.com 

mailto:shawn.berkebile@gmail.com
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ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS TODAY! 

Orders are now being taken for Christmas Poinsettias.  This year the plants will cost $10.00 each, 

available in Red, White and Jinglebells.  Please complete this form, detach, enclose your remittance 

and give it to Sally Grim, mail it to St. John’s, or place it in the Offering Plate.     

DEADLINE FOR PLACING YOUR ORDER is December 4th.   

*AGAIN THIS YEAR, instead of a Poinsettia, you may be interested in giving a gift to World Hunger 

in memory or in honor of someone.  Names (not amounts) will be included in the Christmas Bulletin, 

as well as those who ordered poinsettias.  

POINSETTIA COLOR ____________________________$ 10.00 

*OR, GIFT TO WORLD HUNGER  -  AMOUNT  $______________ 

 IN MEMORY OF______________________________________ 

 IN HONOR OF________________________________________ 

 PRESENTED BY_______________________________________ 

OFFERING ENVELOPE NAME OR NUMBER -if different from 


