100 E Water Street
Abbottstown, PA 17301
717-259-0796

www.stjohnsatown.com

Introduction
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as
humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.

About Holy Communion
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life.
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the
service as you watch at home.
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Sunday, November 20, 2022

PRELUDE

“Now Thank We All Our God”

St. John’s Ringers

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO TIM BUPP FOR ASSISTING WITH TODAY’S MUSIC
THE GATHERING

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God,
who redeems us in Christ Jesus,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
We have ignored voices that call for your justice.
We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness.
We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community.
We truly repent of things we have done and left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness,
follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ.
Amen.
Rejoice and be glad!
God hears the prayers of all who cry out,
and restores us to life through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

ELW 855
“Crown Him With Many Crowns” Vs. 1, 2 & 5
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*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

*KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray…O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.
We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Anthony J Colandreo by Barbra Colandreo.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288. One License — Annual License w/
Podcasting, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. #A-736100
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THE WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6
1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any
be missing, says the Lord.
2

5

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which
he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20
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May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 23:33-43
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the 23rd Chapter.
Glory to you, Oh Lord.
33

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing.”⟦ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself
if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”
42
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I
tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Shawn Berkebile
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 838
“Beautiful Savior” Vs. 1,2 & 4
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
AMEN.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section.

THE OFFERING
You can make an online donation by going to our church website
www.stjohnsatown.com

OFFERTORY

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Andrew Berkebile, cello

*THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING
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arr. Stephen DeCesare

*OFFERTORY HYMN

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray… Blessed are you, Maker of all things.
As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, now gather our gifts,
nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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ELW 182

THE MEAL

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Special Communion Instructions
St. John’s Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited
to the Lord’s table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal
of life. We will distribute communion by receiving line or pre-poured fellowship cups. If you
would like to receive communion in your pew, using a fellowship cup, grape juice and wine
fellowship cups are available in the rear of the church. Further instruction will be provided by
the Pastor and/or Ushers.

THE DISTRIBUTION
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray….We give you thanks, most gracious God,
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise.
Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve those who are in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE SENDING

*THE BLESSING
The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good,
who makes us alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope,
 bless you now and forever. AMEN

*SENDING HYMN

“O Worship the King” Vs. 1 & 5
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ELW 842

*THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. Thanks be to God. We will!

POSTLUDE

David German

“Festive Trumpet Tune”

+

+

+

PRAYER CONCERNS
For homebound members:
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh, Carmen Baker,
and Dorothy Bonebrake

For those serving the larger church:
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson - Tanzania
Mindy Shively - Camp Nawakwa/Lutheran Camping Corporation

For persons who are ill or hospitalized:
Jeanne Hoke - recovering from surgery at home
Mike Haugh - recovering from heart surgery
Iva Breighner - dealing with heart problems
Mary Clapsadle - recovering from a stroke
Scarlette (great granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - recovering at home after kidney transplant
Margaret Lingg - broken shoulder & arm
Patsy DeHaas (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from broken ribs
Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from surgery
Robin Florence (niece of Mary Fogel) - recovering from brain surgery
Walter Schneider (brother-in-law of Bob Meckley) - dealing with pain management
Glenn Heflyn (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for his eyes
Ryan Laughman - receiving outpatient care from home

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer:
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for cancer
Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer
Kim H. - receiving care for lymphoma
Larry LaRue - receiving care for prostate cancer
Patsy Leese - receiving care for cancer
Kandice March - receiving care and ongoing tests
Doug Balko - receiving care for colon cancer
Tony Jacoby - receiving care for bone cancer
For the family of Larry Ellison following his funeral on Thursday.
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Serving St. John’s November 20

Christ the King

Usher………………..………………………………………………………………………....Barb Colandreo
Acolyte……………………………………………………………………………………....…Kylie Slouthour
Communion Asst………………………….……………………………………...…………...…...Jim Hoff
Greeter………………………………………………………………………….Warren Smith and family
Lector…..……………………...…………………………………………...…………………...Terry Rodgers

Serving St. John’s November 27
Usher……………………………….……………………………………………………...…..…Michele Trent
Acolyte…………………………………………………………………………………….………Kylie Slothour
Communion Asst………………………………………………………………....(volunteer needed)
Greeter………………………………………………….……………...………….…(volunteer needed)
Lector…..……………………...……………...…….………….………...…………………....Michele Trent

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:45am - Sunday School
10:00am - Worship In-Person at St. John’s, and Online at:
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA
Zoom - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or by dialing +1 929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134 Passcode: 407818

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person. Please consult
the bulletin in case the Pastor is away. Use this Zoom link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or call +1 929 205 6099
and use meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and Password: 407818 when prompted.
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Music(al) Notes :
The Cherub Choir (pre-school through 2nd grade) will rehearse on Sundays,
Nov. 27, Dec. 4, and Dec 11 at 9:25am in the choir room. Please contact
Barbe Sharrer (717-752-5737) or Sally Grim (717-259-7090)
if you have any questions.
The Junior Choir will rehearse on Sundays, December 4 and 18 at 8:30am.
All singers in 3rd grade and up are welcome to join! Please contact
Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you have any questions.
The Chancel Choir will have anthems during the 10am worship service throughout the year.
Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am. Please feel free to join
whenever you’re available.
Please consider singing with the Cantata Choir at worship on December 18 at 10:00am.
We will rehearse on Nov. 30, Dec. 7, & 14 at 7:00pm; on Dec. 17 at 10:00am;
and on Dec. 18 at 9:00am. Please contact Donna (see above) for more information.

Altar Flowers
We are now accepting sponsors for our 2023 Altar Flowers. Please see the sign-up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall, or call St. John’s (717-259-0796) to sponsor your flowers today!
Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you!
We are looking for 2 sponsors for Christmas Eve altar flowers. Cost will be $30 each, and flowers
may be picked up following the 11:00pm service on Dec. 24. Contact the office if you are interested.

Hospital Admittance:
If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital,
please be sure to identify St. John’s, Abbottstown,
as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation,
if you provide this information to the Hospital, they will
notify us of your admittance. Thank You!

Donations needed for Ruth’s Harvest
school backpack ministry!
Items needed: pudding cups, goldfish crackers,
Chef Boyardee lasagna and beefaroni cups. (individual
servings and individually wrapped)

Place donations in the Fellowship Hall
Thanks for helping
to feed our
community!
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Happening this week
Community Thanksgiving Worship and Fellowship - Sunday, November 20, beginning at
6:00pm at Zwingli UCC, 403 West King St., East Berlin
St. John’s Office will be open this week - Mon, Tues, and Wed from 9:00am-2:00pm

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS TODAY!
Orders are now being taken for Christmas Poinsettias. This year the plants will cost $10.00 each,
available in Red, White and Jinglebells. Please complete this form, detach, enclose your remittance
and give it to Sally Grim, mail it to St. John’s, or place it in the Offering Plate.
DEADLINE FOR PLACING YOUR ORDER is December 4th.
*AGAIN THIS YEAR, instead of a Poinsettia, you may be interested in giving a gift to World Hunger
in memory or in honor of someone. Names (not amounts) will be included in the Christmas Bulletin,
as well as those who ordered poinsettias.
POINSETTIA COLOR ____________________________$ 10.00
*OR, GIFT TO WORLD HUNGER - AMOUNT $______________
IN MEMORY OF______________________________________
IN HONOR OF________________________________________
PRESENTED BY_______________________________________
OFFERING ENVELOPE NAME OR NUMBER -if different from
above___________________________________
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