100 E Water Street
Abbottstown, PA 17301
717-259-0796

www.stjohnsatown.com

Introduction
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order
to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in
worship and mission.

About Holy Communion
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life.
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the
service as you watch at home.
1

Sunday, October 30, 2022

PRELUDE

“Ein Feste Burg”

St. John’s Ringers

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME

THE GATHERING
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God,
who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven  and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Vs. 1,2,4
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*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

*KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray…Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288. One License — Annual License w/
Podcasting, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. #A-736100
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THE WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

Faith

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
24
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-36
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the 8th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Vicar Amy Mambu

SERMON

Pastor Shawn Berkebile
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Built on a Rock” Vs. 1 & 4
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the
body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.
(Pastor Shawn will present those making public affirmation of their baptism)

I present (Names of Confirmands), who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.
(The Pastor continues with prayer)

Let us pray….Merciful God, we thank you for our sisters & brothers, whom you have made
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened
them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold
your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

*PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
(Pastor Shawn addresses the confirmands and the assembly.)

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
he body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Continued…...
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AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following
the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
(The confirmands respond)

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
(The Pastor addresses the assembly)

People of God, do you promise to support our sisters & brothers and pray for them in their life
in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray...We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
The congregation may be seated.
Each confirmand will come forward with family for a blessing and laying on of hands.

Stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever. Amen.
All participate in the final blessing and acclamation.
The Congregation will rise.

Let us rejoice with our sisters & brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
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*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation...
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
...With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
AMEN.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section.

THE OFFERING
You can make an online donation by going to our church website
www.stjohnsatown.com

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Family of Christ”

Chancel Choir

*THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Bud Wildasin on his birthday by Bev, Dan and families.
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*OFFERTORY HYMN

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

ELW 182

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray… Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
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THE MEAL
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Special Communion Instructions
St. John’s Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited
to the Lord’s table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal
of life. We will distribute communion by receiving line or pre-poured fellowship cups. If you
would like to receive communion in your pew, using a fellowship cup, grape juice and wine
fellowship cups are available in the rear of the church. Further instruction will be provided by
the Pastor and/or Ushers.

THE DISTRIBUTION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray….God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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THE SENDING

*THE BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity,  one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
AMEN

*SENDING HYMN

“Lift High the Cross” Vs. 1,2,4
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*THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God. We will!

POSTLUDE

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You!”

St. John’s Ringers

Congratulations to the following upon being confirmed today:
Morgan Baker, Kaelyn Balko, and Cameron Miller.
Pexel free image

Special thanks to Tim Bupp and Pastor Shawn
for being our trumpeters today!

PRAYER CONCERNS
For homebound members:
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh and Carmen Baker

For those serving the larger church:
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson - Tanzania
Mindy Shively - Camp Nawakwa/Lutheran Camping Corporation

For persons who are ill or hospitalized:
Jeanne Hoke - recovering from surgery at Cross Keys Village -The Brethren Home Community
Scarlette (great granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - recovering at home after kidney transplant
Margaret Lingg - broken shoulder & arm
Patsy DeHaas (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from broken ribs
Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from surgery
Robin Florence (niece of Mary Fogel) - recovering from brain surgery
Walter Schneider (brother-in-law of Bob Meckley) - dealing with pain management
Larry Ellison - in hospital in Tennessee
Glenn Heflyn (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for his eyes
Ryan Laughman - receiving outpatient care from home

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer:
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for cancer
Kim H. - receiving care for lymphoma
Larry LaRue - receiving care for prostate cancer
Patsy Leese - receiving care for cancer
Kandice March - receiving care and ongoing tests
Doug Balko - receiving care for colon cancer
Tony Jacoby - receiving care for bone cancer 14

Serving St. John’s October 30
Usher……………………………….………………………………………………………..…....Michele Trent
Assisting Minister………………………………………………………….…………..Vicar Amy Mambu
Acolyte…………………………………………………………………….…………………..……Confirmands
Communion Asst……………………………………………………………...…...………....Confirmands
Greeter………………………………………………….……………...………………………....Confirmands
Lector…..……………………...……………...…….………….………...………………..……Michele Trent

Serving St. John’s November 6
Usher………………..…………………………………………………………………………….…Joe Rickrode
Acolyte……………………………………………………………………………………...…..Clara Berkebile
Communion Asst………………………….…………………………………………....……Michele Trent
Greeter…………………………………………………………………...……………………...Michele Trent
Lector…..……………………...…………………………………………...………..…...Margie Linebaugh

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:45am - Sunday School
10:00am - Worship In-Person at St. John’s, and Online at:
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA
Zoom - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or by dialing +1 929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134 Passcode: 407818

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person. Please consult
the bulletin in case the Pastor is away. Use this Zoom link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or call +1 929 205 6099
and use meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and Password: 407818 when prompted.
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Music(al) Notes :
The Junior Choir will rehearse on the next 2 Sundays, November 6 & 13,
at 8:30am. All singers in 3rd grade and up are welcome to join! Please
contact Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you have any questions.
The Chancel Choir will have anthems during the 10am worship service
throughout the year. Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am.
Please feel free to join whenever you’re available.
Please consider singing with the Cantata Choir on December 18 at 10:00am. The first
rehearsal will be on November 9 at 7:00pm. Contact Donna (see above) for more information.

Altar Flowers
We are accepting sponsors for our Altar Flowers. Please see sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall,
or call the office at 717-259-0796 to sponsor your flowers today! Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you!
Sponsors needed for Dec.11 & 25 (Sign up for 2023 will be available beginning Nov. 6)

Hospital Admittance:
If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital, please be sure to identify St. John’s, Abbottstown, as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation, if you provide this information to the
Hospital, they will notify us of your admittance. Thank You!

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY
The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be
open in East Berlin from 4pm-6pm on Nov. 2nd and in
Abbottstown from 3pm-5pm on Nov. 3rd.
During October, 27 families were served at the East Berlin
Pantry, which included a total of 60 individuals, and 20
families were served at the Abbottstown Pantry,
which included a total of 50 individuals.

Donations needed for Ruth’s Harvest
school backpack ministry!
Items needed: pudding cups, goldfish crackers,
Chef Boyardee lasagna and beefaroni cups. (individual
servings and individually wrapped)

Place donations in the Fellowship Hall
Thanks for helping
to feed
our community!
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Happening soon:
Laundry Love - Tuesday, November 1, 2022, 5:30-7:00pm at the Spring Forge Shopping Plaza
Mobile Food Pantry - Wednesday and Thursday, November 2, 2022, 4:00-6:00pm in East Berlin,
and November 3, 2022, 3:00-5:00pm in Abbottstown
PAL Lunch Service - Friday, November 18, 2022, 9am-noon, Hanover Area Council of Churches
Community Thanksgiving Worship Service - Sunday, November 20, 2022, 6:00pm at Zwingli
UCC - 403 W King St, East Berlin, PA
Acolytes needed - Please sign up on the clipboard in the Fellowship Hall, or call the church
office to volunteer (or to volunteer your loved ones!)
Acolyte needed for Nov. 13. Also, we’ll be looking for families to light the Advent wreath. Advent begins Nov. 27.

Hurricane Relief
Are you looking for a way to help those affected by this year’s
storms or other disasters? Consider making a gift to Lutheran Disaster Response - a shared
ministry of the ELCA and LCMS. You can write out a check to St. John’s and write LDR in the
memo line, or see below to visit their website. Thanks for you caring generosity.
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse

Thanks for supporting CROP Walk 2022!
You helped our 7 walkers to raise over $250
We will continue to accept donations thru Oct. 30th
Mark your donation for “CROP Walk” and place it in
the offering plate, or use the QR code below to
contribute online
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Join us for Hymns For Hope
on November 15th!
Register for the event using
the link below, or the QR
code to the right - thanks!
https://rsvp.church/r/i846CLhm

Youth Lock-in

You know it’s going to
be great!!
More details to come!

November’s
offering envelope
——————————————-

Special Monthly
Designation
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