100 E Water Street
Abbottstown, PA 17301
717-259-0796

www.stjohnsatown.com

Introduction
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around
us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God forever.

About Holy Communion
St. John’s practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited to join us for Holy
Communion, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness of sin and renewal of life.
The church provides pre-filled communion elements ready to use at home and you are also
welcome to share your own bread and wine or grape juice with your family to use during the
service as you watch at home.
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Sunday, October 23, 2022

PRELUDE

“Jesus, the Very Thought of You”

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME

THE GATHERING

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God,
who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven  and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Young

GATHERING HYMN

ELW 769
“If You But Trust in God to Guide You” Vs. 1 & 4
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*THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

*KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray…Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find
their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Bing free image - public domain

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
my parents, George and Carolyn Schmersahl, by Barbra Colandreo.
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THE WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
7

Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O Lord, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you.
8
O hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler turning aside for the night?
9
Why should you be like someone confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; do not forsake us!
10
Thus says the Lord concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the Lord does not accept them, now he will remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.
19

Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good; for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
20
We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord,
the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against you.
21
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your covenant with us.
22
Can any idols of the nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not you, O Lord our God? We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
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As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has
come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now
on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
16

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted
against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from
the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 18:9-14
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the 18th Chapter.
Glory to you, Oh Lord.
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[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
12
I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Shawn Berkebile
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 588

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” Vs. 1 & 4

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASO17288. One License — Annual License w/
Podcasting, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. #A-736100
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation...
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
...With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
AMEN.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of peace with those in your household. If you are watching on Facebook offer a message of peace in the comment section.

THE OFFERING
You can make an online donation by going to our church website
www.stjohnsatown.com

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Close Your Eyes”

*THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING
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Chancel Choir

*OFFERTORY HYMN

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

ELW 182

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray… Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
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THE MEAL
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Special Communion Instructions
St. John’s Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are invited
to the Lord’s table, to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sin and renewal
of life. We will distribute communion by receiving line or pre-poured fellowship cups. If you
would like to receive communion in your pew, using a fellowship cup, grape juice and wine
fellowship cups are available in the rear of the church. Further instruction will be provided by
the Pastor and/or Ushers.

THE DISTRIBUTION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray….God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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THE SENDING

*THE BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity,  one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
AMEN

*SENDING HYMN

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” Vs. 1 & 3
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ELW 733

*THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God. We will!

POSTLUDE

Paxton

“God of Glory”

+

+

+

We would like to express our sincere thanks for all of the cards and acts of
kindness received during the passing of our mother, Zelma Lebo. Special
thanks to Pastor Shawn and Larry and Linda Welty for all of their help.
—Steve & Joan Sauter and Family

PRAYER CONCERNS
For homebound members:
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins, Merle Linebaugh and Carmen Baker

For those serving the larger church:
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson - Tanzania
Mindy Shively - Camp Nawakwa/Lutheran Camping Corporation

For persons who are ill or hospitalized:
Jeanne Hoke - recovering from surgery at Hanover Hospital
Scarlette (great granddaughter of Bonnie Staub) - recovering at home after kidney transplant
Margaret Lingg - broken shoulder & arm
Patsy DeHaas (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from broken ribs
Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from surgery
Robin Florence (niece of Mary Fogel) - recovering from brain surgery
Walter Schneider (brother-in-law of Bob Meckley) - dealing with pain management
Larry Ellison - in hospital in Tennessee
Glenn Heflyn (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for his eyes
Ryan Laughman - receiving outpatient care from home

For persons undergoing treatment for Cancer:
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for cancer
Kim H. - receiving care for lymphoma
Larry LaRue - receiving care for prostate cancer
Patsy Leese - receiving care for cancer
Kandice March - receiving care and ongoing tests
Doug Balko - receiving care for colon cancer
Tony Jacoby - receiving care for bone cancer
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Serving St. John’s October 23
Usher………………..…………………………………………………………………….…Barbra Colandreo
Acolyte……………………………………………………………………………………...…Kenley McEvers
Communion Asst………………………….……………………………………...……Shannon McEvers
Greeter…………………………………………………………………...…………………..Kathy Seilhamer
Lector…..……………………...…………………………………………...…………..…...Kathy Seilhamer

Serving St. John’s October 30
Usher……………………………….………………………………………………………..…....Michele Trent
Assisting Minister………………………………………………………….…………..Vicar Amy Mambu
Acolyte…………………………………………………………………………………………..……Confirmand
Communion Asst……………………………………………………………...…...………....Confirmands
Greeter………………………………………………….……………...………………………....Confirmands
Lector…..……………………...……………...…….………….………...………………..……Michele Trent
Sunday Morning Schedule
8:45am - Sunday School
10:00am - Worship In-Person at St. John’s, and Online at:
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA
Zoom - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or by dialing +1 929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134 Passcode: 407818

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!
Join us every Wednesday at 10:00am on Zoom or in-person. Please consult
the bulletin in case the Pastor is away. Use this Zoom link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or call +1 929 205 6099
and use meeting ID: 907 836 5134 and Password: 407818 when prompted.
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Music(al) Notes :
The Junior Choir will rehearse next, on Sunday, November 6 at 8:30am.
All singers in 3rd grade and up are welcome to join! Please contact
Donna Renaut (717-451-0959) if you have any questions.
The Chancel Choir will have anthems during the 10am worship service
throughout the year. Rehearsal for the anthem of the day is in the choir room at 9:30am.
Please feel free to join whenever you’re available.
Please consider singing with the Cantata Choir on December 18 at 10:00am. The first
rehearsal will be on November 9 at 7:00pm. Contact Donna (see above) for more information.

Altar Flowers
We are accepting sponsors for our Altar Flowers. Please see sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall,
or call the office at 717-259-0796 to sponsor your flowers today! Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you!
Sponsors needed for Dec.11 & 25 (Sign up for 2023 will be available beginning Nov. 6)

Hospital Admittance:
If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital, please be sure to identify St. John’s, Abbottstown, as your congregation. According to HIPAA regulation, if you provide this information to the
Hospital, they will notify us of your admittance. Thank You!

Donations needed for Ruth’s Harvest
school backpack ministry!
Items needed: pudding cups, goldfish crackers,
Chef Boyardee lasagna and beefaroni cups. (individual
servings and individually wrapped)

Place donations in the Fellowship Hall
Thanks for helping
to feed
our community!
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Happening soon:
Trunk or Treat - Tuesday, October, 25, 2022, (be here by 5:30pm for participants/helpers)
and 6-8:00pm for everyone else - a safe, family fun event!
Reformation Faire - October 30, 2022, 8:45am a family event during Sunday School more details to come!

Mmmm…
Reformation
Faire donuts!

Community Thanksgiving Worship Service - Sunday,
November 20, 2022, 6:00pm at Zwingli UCC - 403 W King St, East Berlin, PA
Acolytes needed - Please sign up on the clipboard in the Fellowship Hall, or call
the church office to volunteer (or to volunteer your loved ones!)
Needed for Oct. 30, Nov. 6, 13, 20

Hurricane Relief
Are you looking for a way to help those affected by this year’s
storms or other disasters? Consider making a gift to Lutheran Disaster Response - a shared
ministry of the ELCA and LCMS. You can write out a check to St. John’s and write LDR in the
memo line, or see below to visit their website. Thanks for you caring generosity.
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse

Thanks for supporting CROP Walk 2022!
You helped our 7 walkers to raise over $250
We will continue to accept donations thru Oct. 30th
Mark your donation for “CROP Walk” and place it in
the offering plate, or use the QR code below to
contribute online
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Join us for Hymns For Hope
on November 15th!
Register for the event using
the link below, or the QR
code to the right - thanks!
https://rsvp.church/r/i846CLhm

Youth Lock-in
You know it’s going to
be great!!
November 11-12, 2022
More details to come!

Join us on October 30th at 8:45am for
the St. John’s Reformation Faire.
There will be family fun, service,
and of course, food!
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