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Pastor’s Reflection….”God always has the last word.”
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Like you, I am starting to notice more and more things falling into place
and feeling like “normal.” School activities are keeping us busy; family
gatherings are back on the calendar and overall, things feel as if they
are shaping up for a beautiful and reflective Holy Week and Easter
celebration.
I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have called me or sent
emails, texts, cards, and notes during this challenging time. Your support and prayers mean more
to me than you will ever know. I know things have not always been perfect. I know things have not
always gone your preferred way. But I want you to know that I miss you! I miss celebrating Holy
Communion and saying your names. I miss praying with you, laughing with you, shaking your
hands in the receiving line, and just being with you. I hope that as we continue to live into this
new normal, we continue to be strengthened by a genuine sense of community that each one of
us craves to be a part of. I know and understand that it takes time to heal, but I do not despair…
and I invite you to not despair either. God always has the last word. Just look at the upcoming
celebration of Easter. On Good Friday the world of darkness threw everything it had on Jesus and
buried Him in a tomb- thinking it had the final word. But the final word belonged to God. On
Easter Sunday God overturned the world’s verdict, as our Savior Jesus Christ rose from that tomb
and conquered the darkness once and for all.
My dear friends, we are still loved and care for by God. And in the coming weeks we will come
together to continue our path together with Christ to Jerusalem and beyond the grave. We have a
busy schedule of services and activities to help bring us together as community, so together we
can strengthen our relationship with the one who gives life and shares it with the world. Our
community will continue to worship online and in-person, wherever you feel most comfortable.
Look at the worship schedule – it is never too late to join us, it is never too late to get involved and
participate in the life saving mission of love that is shared in Christ Jesus.
I hope to see you soon or chat with you online!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Shawn
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Palm Sunday- April 10th
“Ride on, ride on in Majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die. O Christ, your triumphs now begin o’er
captive death and conquered sin.” – Henry H. Milman, (ELW 346)
Join us as arrive together with Christ as he makes a triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Sunday
school will gather at 8:45am in the Fellowship Hall and Worship will begin at 10:00am. Our
Worship service will feature our Cherub Choir and the St. John’s Ringers. Holden Evening Prayer
will be held at 7:00pm in the sanctuary.

Maundy Thursday – April 14th
The tree of the cross is rooted next to the basin of water and the table with bread and cup.
Hands are extended in service to others. Candles are lit, only to be extinguished at the
close of the evening.
Our Maundy Thursday service will begin at 7:00pm and will feature Holy Communion and ritual
washing and healing. There will be a time to come forward during the service to receive foot
washing, healing, or being anointed with oil on the hands. Our service will end in darkness and
the altar will be stripped.
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Good Friday – April 15th
He is stretched out upon a cross who by his words stretched out the heavens.
He is crowned with thorns who has crowned he earth with flowers.
They enclose him in a tomb whom creation cannot contain.
– Amphilochius, Fourth-century bishop of Iconium
Our Good Friday Service will begin at 7:00pm and will feature a meditation on the light of Christ
and a reading of the passion narrative spoken from the voice of our confirmation students. A
silent meditation will take focus as we are invited to light a candle and adore the cross on which
was hung the Savior of the whole world.

Easter Vigil – April 16
“Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands for our offenses given; but now at God’s right hand he
stands and brings us life from heaven. Therefore, let us joyful be and sing to God right thankfully
loud songs of hallelujah! Hallelujah!” – Martin Luther
This service will be a new addition to Holy Week and is scheduled to begin outside at 7:30pm.
After lighting a fire, we will process inside. Our Easter Vigil service will feature the affirmation of
baptism, First Communion and Holy Communion for those gathered and the evening will finish
with the community coming together to help decorate for Easter.

Easter Sunday – April 17th
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather
with astonishment and joy. Christ is Risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death.
Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is
risen indeed! Alleluia!
On Easter Sunday we will offer an 8:00am Worship service and a 10:00am Worship service.
Both services will be inside. We will have a time of fellowship and breakfast between the two
services and our annual Easter Egg hunt will take place after the 10:00am Worship service.

4

Property Planning Update
•

•

Several projects are underway at St. John’s, and we want to make sure you are aware of
what is taking place. Council has agreed to the recommendation of placing a ridge cap on the
Sanctuary Roof at $12,900. Due to the wind and age of the current roof, this work is being
strongly recommended since we just painted the ceiling and sanctuary walls. Work will start
end of April/early May. The cap will be about 12 inches on both side of the roof peak and
we selected the bronze color. The work also has a contingency to repair any bad roof spots
they find while on the lift to install the ridge cap.
Brad Nace (carpenter) has put nailer boards on the ceiling and walls of the East and West
sides of the Fellowship Hall. These boards will be used to create a bulkhead to hide the
plumbing and electrical lines for the new HVAC system in the sanctuary. Brad Nace has also
removed both sets of double doors leading to the Sanctuary. Both sets are very heavy, and
the hinges were starting to pull out of the joist. Brad will work on reconstructing the support
frames to better hold the hinge screws for these heavy doors.
~ Submitted by Jared Tyson, Property Planning Committee Chair.
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First Communion Class and Celebration
On Sunday, April 10th after worship, Amy Mambu
and Pastor will host a first communion class and
provide instruction to any kids who are interested.
This may include kids that have already started to
receive communion but are asking questions. We
ask that a parent attend this time as well. We will
celebrate first communion in a public setting at our
Easter Vigil Service on Saturday, April 16th. The service will begin at 7:30pm and we encourage
the entire family to attend this service. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Pastor Shawn via email or by phone.

Youth Group Night
Middle School and High School youth are invited to the
church for Youth group night on Sunday, April 24th. Dinner
will be provided. Please sign up on the youth bulletin
board. Friends are welcome to attend.

It’s time for Summer Camp
As you’re planning for summer, please consider sending your kids to
summer camp. A list of camp weeks and themes is posted at
www.lutherancamping.org/ . If camp seems too expensive, don’t worry,
the church can help, and Pastor Shawn has several benefactors that want
to make sure kids have a chance to go to camp. Send Pastor Shawn an
email or go online and check out the amazing opportunities.

Confirmation Camp – June 12th – 17th
If you have a 6th through 10th grader at home, please mark
down the dates for this year’s All Saints Confirmation Camp at
Camp Nawakwa. The camp week is scheduled for June 12th17th. This week of camp is completely paid for by the church.
Both Pastor Shawn and Amy will be attending, and we hope a
large group of youth will join us. Please reach out to Pastor Shawn with questions.
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LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION
AID FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES
PINK PIG DONATIONS

Pastor Shawn has collected sufficient funds to help those in our community that need gas
assistance or monetary support. However, we will
continue to collect funds in the pink pig during the
rest of Lent and the season of Easter. All funds
collected will now be sent to the Lutheran World
Federation and designated for aid to refugees fleeing
Ukraine. Checks can be made out to St. John’s
Lutheran Church and dropped in the pink pig or
mailed to church. Please make sure to mark the
memo line with Lutheran World Federation.

Many civilians (mostly) woman and children are seeking safety and security, both inside the
country and in neighboring countries. Traumatized people are also in need of pastoral and
psychosocial support. Lutheran churches and their diaconal organizations in Ukraine and in the
neighboring countries are already providing support or preparing to do so. This includes
providing emergency kits, basic necessities,
shelter, basic medical services, pastoral
care, and psychosocial support. This is all
being managed and organized by LWF.
If you would like to make a secure online
donation, go to donate.lutheranworld.org/
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St. John’s Pal Lunch Team
The Hanover Area Council of Churches serves a hot meal 365 days a year
to approximately 60-120 people. St. John’s Pal Lunch Team is scheduled
to service our next lunch on Friday, April 22, 2022. If you have any
questions about this service, please contact Larry Welty.

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:45am - Sunday School
10:00am – In-Person & Online worship at St. John’s and on YouTube @ https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA
10:00am – Online Worship – Zoom and Facebook - Zoom: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
or by dialing +1 929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134
Passcode: 407818
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!
Please join us for Bible Study. I have personally grown because of the group and
I think those that join us have experienced growth as well. With all the things
happening in the world around us, sometimes we just need to take a break and
be encouraged to pray and let scripture guide us. I hope you may consider
joining us every Wednesday at 10:00am. The Zoom link and information is below.
Meeting Link with Password: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 Meeting ID: 907 836 5134; Password: 407818
To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.

Endowment Fund Annual Report
The St. John’s Endowment fund is managed by Sean Logue of Lincoln
Investment. Our original investment in May of 2011 was $223, 970 and is
now valued at $328,111 as of March 21, 2022, representing a gain of 3.4% in
the last 12 months. Since its inception, $91, 788 has been added to the
portfolio and $134,656 has been redeemed. This fund continues to be
managed with minimal risk and the Endowment Committee has continued to see positive gain
despite a rollercoaster market to start the new calendar year. If you have any questions for the
Endowment Committee, they can be shared with committee chair Steve Sherman
stephens@cnbankpa.com or with the committee secretary, Kathy Seilhamer kseil@ptd.net.
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LAUNDRY LOVE—Tuesday, April 5th
St. John's has joined the movement called Laundry
Love. On the first Tuesday of the month we offer free
laundry to those with financial need at The Sudz
laundry mat at the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring
Grove. This month we will offer free laundry on
Tuesday, April 5 at 6:00pm. Watch the video on our
website to learn more. Contact the office if you are
interested in joining our team.

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN FOOD PANTRY
On March 2, 26 families were served at the East Berlin Pantry; which
included a total of 52 individuals and on March 3, 20 families were
served at the Abbottstown Pantry, which included a total of 55 individuals.
The Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry will be open on April 6th in East Berlin with hours from
4pm—6pm. Abbottstown Food Pantry is open from 3pm – 5pm on April 7th.

Ruth’s Harvest
During the month of April, please consider donating the
following two food items (Chef Boyardee & Cereal Boxes)
to our backpack program. Thank You!
Next Packing Date: April 12th at 1pm

ARE YOU A CUSTOMER OF AERO ENERGY?
We have received several checks from Aero Energy at the end of the heating
season, just for your participation in their House of Worship program. Thank
you to all who are participating! Please contact Donna in the office for more
information on how you can help donate to St. John’s just by making your
propane/oil payment.
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OFFERING: MONTHLY SPECIAL DESIGNATION - During the month of
APRIL, the special designation on your envelope will go to Touch of Grace. It is our
hope that gifts designated to the Special Designation in April go above and beyond
someone’s regular giving to the general fund.

ONLINE GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S - Don’t carry cash or checks? Still want to give
to the ministry and mission of the church? Click on the QR Code and help us
grow in our giving by making an online gift. You will have the option to make a
one time donation or a recurring donation. This website is easy, quick and very
secure. Thank you for your support!
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Shirley Arnold

April 2

Daniel Hoff

April 16

Linda Boyer

April 23

Ashley Shafer

April 3

Esther Swope

April 16

Diesel Hersh

April 24

Corey Miller

April 4

Susan Johnston

April 17

Eunice Mentzer

April 25

Jonathan Mracko

April 4

Cynthia Mathias

April 17

Levi Smith

April 25

Sally Grim

April 5

Kenley McEvers

April 17

Wyatt Hicks

April 26

Jennifer Laughman

April 5

Shannon Gruver

April 18

Matthew Sharrer

April 26

Kelly Leib

April 7

Kimberly Sherman

April 18

Katelyn Smith

April 26

Norma Rohrbaugh

April 7

Leslie Sprenkle

April 18

Breanne Huntington

April 29

Elizabeth Restuccia

April 8

Aiden Warner

April 18

Jessica Cole

April 30

Angela Sharrer

April 12

Steven Alleman

April 20

Diane Leonard

April 30

Madison Tyson

April 12

Elizabeth Berkebile

April 20

Brady Sauter

April 30

Kurt Johnston

April 13

Donna Renaut

April 21

Denise Sauter

April 30

*Dorothy Hoffheins

April 15

Amy Mambu

April 22

Jeremy Zeigler

April 30

Colin Marshall

April 15

Jeremy Wilcox

April 22

*Denotes Homebound Member

REMEMBERING IN PRAYER:

Earl Altland, Deb Keeney, Stacey Riggs, Kevin Shearer, Shirley Crawford, Thomas Niedererr, Joe
Heltzer, Amy Ogurcak, Robin Talbott, Janet Heflin, Greg Adams, Brenda Shue, Larry LaRue, Kim H.,
Roy Slothour, Mike Botterbush (brother of Eunice Mentzer), Virginia Houpt (sister of Mary Fogle),
George Reber, Mary Fleming, Shirley Drummond (sister of Joan & Gary Slonaker), Hayley
Thompson (granddaughter of Mary Fogle), Larry Brown, Annie Sharrer, Daylin
Bennet, Adam Jones, Frank George, the family of Charlene Atha, David Trent,
Estella Goodall, Lois Martoranna, Josiah Snyder, Mary Lawrence, Lisa Hart, Carl &
Donna Gentel, Cheri Yost, Ryan Laughman, Nancy Zavilla, Randy Ruth, Craig
Miller, Lisa Berwager, Renee Noble, Myra Miller, Leslie Passalacqua, Scarlette
(Great-Granddaughter of Bonnie Staub), Dot Bonebrake, Nancy Emig, Margaret
Lingg, Wilma Walker and Sarah Dutrow.

HOMEBOUND:
Erma Becker, Gloria Breighner, Dorothy Hoffheins and Merle Linebaugh.
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