
1 

 

EAGLE’S WINGS  

NEWSLETTER  

MISSION STATEMENT  

We are a community of Christians who, through God’s Word and Sacraments, are enabled 

by the Holy Spirit to grow and serve Christ at home and in the world.  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

 Sunday School 8:45am 

Worship 10:00am 

Volume 34, Number 1                                              February 2023 

Pastor Shawn M. Berkebile 

atownpastor@comcast.net  

Inside this issue 
Pastor Shawn’s Reflection ...…...….........2 

Vicar Amy’s News……...……….….……3-4 

St John’s Happenings..…………….……5-7 

Youth and Music…………………………...8 

Worship Assistants……………….…….….9 

Service Opportunities…………………….10 

Donations Needed………….………...11-12 

Treasurer’s Report………….…………….13  

Prayer Concerns/Birthdays..….….…..…14 

100 E Water St  
Abbottstown, PA 17301 
717-259-0796 
 
RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 
DATED MATERIAL   

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

717-259-0796 

E-NEWSLETTER FOR                    

FEBRUARY 2023 

mailto:atownpastor@comcast.net


2 

 

Pastor’s Reflection… We will!!! 

Every week at the end of our worship service, the assisting minister or I share a blessing and give a 

charge, and together we respond. The blessing, ‘may the lord keep you…’ or something like that, is to 

comfort us - and the charge, ‘go in peace to love and serve…’ is to challenge us. We respond collectively 

because there is no better way to accomplish this work of grace then to go into the world together. The 

message of    comfort and challenge dwell side by side each time we conclude our worship.  As we      

ponder what we are about to eat for lunch, or how we are traveling to our next destination, and what 

errands we need to run, God meets with us in order to bless us and to charge us.  At St. John’s we         

respond together with exclamation… ‘We will!!!’  

Some of us would like the blessing without the challenge placed before us. We like the comforting words 

that God loves us, that Jesus is our friend, and that the Holy Spirit fellowships with us. We don’t always 

feel up for the love and service we are called into. This is why I love the response we give to the          

challenge. “We will!!!” This is a bold proclamation we claim together. It isn’t just for the young in spirit - 

it is for each of us to share, and to receive, knowing that we are not on this journey out into the world 

alone.  

In case you didn’t already know, the response, ‘We Will!!!’ comes from working at church camp and is 

something that is often used at youth events.  I love that our congregation shares these words and leaves 

the space with hearing a challenge but responding with a sense of joy and shared relief. The relief is that 

we are not going into the world alone, but that we have each other and that we have Jesus with us,     

always.  

As we move through the new calendar year, we have an opportunity to ask ourselves how God brings us 

comfort and challenge. And as we move through those experiences, please know that we always have 

each other, and we always have Jesus. Thanks be to God…We Will!!!! Sorry, I couldn’t resist.  

 

Grace and Peace,  

 

Pastor Shawn  

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
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Vicar Amy - Reflecting on Holden Village 

This January, I had the privilege of traveling with a group of  

Wartburg Seminary students to Holden Village in Washington 

state. The journey to get to Holden and back is itself an adventure 

– we traveled by plane, train, bus, and boat, traversing prairies, 

mountains, rivers, and lakes. Part way through the journey there, 

I received news of my friend Leanne’s sudden and tragic death.     

I had spent time with her just one week earlier – we talked about 

my upcoming trip to Holden, and she was so delighted for me to 

experience this place that had such a significant impact on her 

own life. She generously gave me her large hiking pack to borrow for the trip, to make traversing the snow 

and ice a bit easier. On our trip, as I carried her pack from place to place, I felt the immense weight of 

grief. And when the pack became too heavy for me, I watched my colleagues and friends carry it for me, 

and I felt the  gratitude of friendship wash over me. After a few days’ delay due to winter weather, when 

we finally made it to Holden, I wept. This was a place I had anticipated visiting for many years, and I had 

finally made it – and it was nothing like I had expected. It was truly better than I had imagined. I grieved 

that I would never be able to share this experience with Leanne upon my return home. 

 

Over the next five days, my classmates and I quickly became close friends, as 

we played, worshiped, laughed, ate, wept, grieved, and experienced life     

together. Our theme for the week was rest, inspired by Tricia Hersey’s book 

Rest is Resistance. Being off-the-grid in the Cascade mountains of           

Washington provided an experience of rest unlike any other. I was able to be 

fully present with my classmates and new friends – to listen deeply to their 

stories, and to share my own with a level of boldness and trust I had not    

experienced in years. As our friendships deepened, I felt my body ease into a 

sense of deep rest and safety. 

 

There are so many stories I could share from my time at Holden, and I will gladly share them in time. For 

now, though, what I want to share is this: an acknowledgement that we all carry things that are too heavy 

for us to bear alone, whether that is grief, anger, betrayal, or shame. When you find yourself in these    

moments of heaviness, my prayer is that God gives you people to bear these things with you. Siblings in 

Christ, we were not made to bear the weight of life alone. We belong to one another; we need each other. 

We are divine creatures, created and beloved by God. May we find rest in the presence of God and one 

another, remembering that we worship a God who calls us beloved, worthy, and whole. 

 
In God’s Peace, 

Vicar Amy Mambu 
 

(See pictures of Amy’s trip on page 4.  Photos on this page courtesy of Holden Village.) 
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Good News and Brews  
Valentine’s Day Edition 
February 14th – 6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Join Pastor Shawn and others at the Altland 
House for a time of faithful conversation and 

to enjoy good food and good company.  If 
you would like more information or details, 

please reach out to Pastor Shawn.   
See you on the 14th! 

St. John’s Happenings 

Ash Wednesday Worship 

St. John’s will host an Ash Wednesday 
Service on Wednesday, February 22nd 
at 7:00pm. This service will feature the 
imposition of ashes, reminding us of our 

mortality and that each of us, marked with 
the cross of Christ, makes our way 

through Lent longing for the baptismal  
waters of Easter.  
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New Hope Celebrates  

40 Years!  
The new year brings exciting new 

things and so much to celebrate! 40 

years ago, New Hope Ministries began 

serving in the Dillsburg Community of 

York County. Stay tuned for more      

details on all the celebrations in 2023 

that will take place across all               

9 Centers this year!! 

Send Your Kid to Camp 
This Summer 

Camp Catalogs are available or check 

out information on the web. Go to     

http://www.lutherancamping.org/summer/.  

Did you know that St. John’s will help pay 

for camp? We have a camp scholarship 

fund built into our budget. As a church, 

we want to send as many kids to camp as 

possible and if someone in your family is 

interested in going to a regular week of 

camp, please contact Rachel Berkebile 

(Rachel.berkebile@gmail.com)           

who serves as our contact to the camp.  
Mark Your Calendars For        

2 Special Evenings            

During Lent 

http://www.lutherancamping.org/summer/
mailto:Rachel.berkebile@gmail.com
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St. John’s  
  Property Corner 

From your Property Planning Committee 
 

 

Kitchen & Rear Restroom Hot Water - 

On January 24 we had a 30 gallon 

hot water tank installed in the old 

boiler room.  Hot water will abound in 

both rear restrooms and the kitchen 

sink.  The old tank less heater has 

been removed.  Also, shut off valves 

were installed to the Sacristy water 

line services.  Davidson H & C did 

the work for an estimated $2,894,  

approved by Council, and funded 

from the Capital Improvement Fund. 
 

HVAC – the system has given us some 

problems in the Link and the ceiling 

units in the Education Bldg.  We are 

currently working with JSM to correct 

the issues.   
 

Some things to help in the heating    

season - In the Ed Bldg basement:  

1) please try to keep the double 

doors at the steps closed during the 

week (this will help on the chimney 

effect of the heat rising); and 2) the 

door of the classroom by those    

double doors needs to be left open 

during the week.   
  

We will replace the rear restroom     

electric wall heaters with electric 

baseboard heaters. The work will be 

done in the next few weeks by Miller 

Electric for an estimated cost of 

$1,000, approved by Council, and to 

be funded from the Capital             

Improvement Fund.   

  

   

Larry Welty - continues to work with   

Optimum Pest in the Parsonage.  A 

commercial dehumidifier has been 

installed in the basement to help with 

pest problems. Davidson H & C      

replaced a hot water tank sensor at 

the Beauty Shop property.  These  

adjustments will be funded by the 

Rental Fund.   
 

We’re looking for additional members 

to the Property Planning Committee.  

The committee meets about 4 times 

per year and reviews property issues 

and plans for the future/facility issues 

at St John’s.  If you would like        

additional info, please contact       

Jared Tyson at 717-624-7213. 

A “Touch of Grace”  

Community Assistance Fund 
(February’s Special Giving) 

  

Before donating to this fund or sharing a 

gift in the special designation of your      

envelope, you may be asking, what is,      

“A Touch of Grace?” Simply stated, it is a 

fund established by Grace M. Smith to help 

individuals and families in Adams and York 

County with financial needs. A committee 

of St. John’s members, including the    

Pastor, share assistance with those in 

need that schedule an appointment and 

are   willing to work with the pastor and the  

committee. Over the years, “A Touch of 

Grace” has helped with rental assistance, 

the loss of a home due to a fire or other 

natural disaster. They have helped with 

medical bills or helping to cover cost with 

purchasing a handicap van. Grace Smith 

planted the seeds to help people in need 

and our church continues in this work.  
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MUSIC NOTES     
 

The Junior Choir (grades 3 and up) will          
rehearse on Sundays,                            

February 12 and 26, at 8:30 am, and then 
sing at worship on the 26

th
.                                  

All singers are welcome to join! 

 

The Chancel Choir will have anthems 
during the 10 am service throughout the 

year. Rehearsal for the anthem for the day 
will be in the choir room at 9:30 am. 

Please feel free to join us anytime you’re 
available.  You’re welcome to sit in the 
choir loft with the choir OR sit with your 

family and then join us for the                
Offertory Anthem. 

 

Note: The Cancel Choir will rehearse 
on Wednesday, February 1 at 7:00pm 

 

Please contact Donna Renaut                  
(717-451-0959) if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Ringers plan to “ring” at      
worship on the 1st Sunday of the month 

for February thru May.  They will be       
rehearsing on Tuesdays, February 14, 21, 

and 28 at 7:00pm.  Please contact      
Norbert Mamet for more information. 

Youth Happenings! 

Youth, Music, and Education 

Sign up on the youth bulletin board for our 
next youth lock-in. We will gather at St. 

John’s at 6:00pm for dinner, worship, playing 
games, and we will wake up Monday      

morning for breakfast and a service project. 
Friends are welcome. This is a great way to 
spend your Sunday evening and Monday 

morning with no school! 

Winterfest 2023 

Our youth (pictured above) had a wonderful 
time at Winterfest. We worshiped, danced, 

played games and enjoyed the theme: 
‘Created for…’ Our youth explored who 

they are becoming as children of God and 
would like to thank the congregation for 

making this opportunity possible with all of 
your support.  
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Assisting With Worship 

Date Acolyte 
Communion  

Assistant 
Greeter(s) Lector Usher(s) 

February 5 Ainsley Harman Mindy Shively 
Alison / Carlee 

Baker 
Keith Shively Joe Rickrode 

February 12 Kylie Slothour Jim Hoff Dan / Robin Hoff Michele Trent 
Michele Trent / 

Lori Slothour 

February 19 Clara Berkebile  Brian / Kelly Leib  Barb Colandreo 

February 22 
Ash Wednesday 

Elizabeth  
Berkebile 

    

February 26 Emma Lewis Barb Colandreo Lewis Family Allison Lewis Jim Hoff 

March 5 Clara Berkebile Jim Hoff 
Lynne Wallet / 
Lona Mellott 

Dan Hoff Barb Colandreo 

March 12 Kenley McEvers 
Shannon 
McEvers 

McEvers Family 
Shannon 
McEvers 

Michele Trent 

March 19 Emma Lewis Barb Colandreo 
Sandy / Bill 
Haverstick 

 Linda Hoff 

March 26 Max Bupp Linda Hoff  Stacey Bupp  

For those assisting with worship: an email reminder is sent out on the Thursday before your scheduled service.  

Included with the email is a copy of the lessons for the week for the lector to preview.   

Empty boxes above indicate the need for a volunteer.  Please use the blue “Worship Assistants” sign up notebook 

in the Fellowship Hall, or call or email Bill at St. John’s.  Sign up sheets for April-June will be available beginning 

February 22nd.  Thanks for your willingness to share God’s gifts in worship. 
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LAUNDRY LOVE  
Tuesday, February 7th 

 

St. John's has joined the movement called 
Laundry Love.  On the first Tuesday of the 
month we offer free laundry to those with     
financial need at The Sudz laundry mat at 

the Kennie's Shopping Plaza in Spring 
Grove.  This month we will offer free     
laundry on Tuesday, February 7 at 

6:00pm. Watch the video on our website to 
learn more. Contact the office if you are   

interested in joining our team.   

ABBOTTSTOWN/EAST BERLIN  
FOOD PANTRY 

 

Each month, 50-60 families are served by 

the Abbottstown and East Berlin Food    

Pantries, which includes a total of 100-120 

individuals. God’s Work. Our Hands. 
 

The  Abbottstown/ East Berlin Food Pantry 

will be open in East Berlin from 4pm-6pm on 

Feb. 1
st
 and in Abbottstown from 3pm-5pm 

on Feb. 2
nd

.Guests will be able to self select 

food and household items  

from the mobile trailer.   

PAL LUNCH TEAM 
 

The Hanover Area Council of Churches 
serves a hot meal 365 days a year to       

approximately 60 to 120 people.  These 
meals are lovingly made by member      

congregations from all across the area.    
St. John’s  Lutheran Church PAL Team is 

scheduled to serve our next meal on  
Friday, February 10, from 9AM-Noon     

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 
 

If you are interested in joining our PAL 
team, please give Larry Welty a call at     

717-253-4744.  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

We are looking for sponsors for our          
Altar Flowers.  See the sign-up sheet in the          
Fellowship Hall, or call the church office at        

717-259-0796 to sponsor your flowers      
today!  Altar Flowers cost $30. Thank you!  

 
 We currently have only 1 sponsor for 

the months of February and March. 

Bing free image 

Service Opportunities 

6:00 to 8:00PM 
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Donations Needed 

Hi Friends and thanks to all who donated food items and/or time for our January Ruth's 

Harvest Distribution. We are so grateful for our community that is able to share their 

blessings with the Bermudian Springs kids who are dealing with food insecurity. 

Our next distribution is 2/14. We will meet and organize for the distribution at 12:45pm 

and then pack 88 bags at 1:00pm. Donations may be dropped off prior to 2/14 at          

St. John's. I would suggest that you call (717- 259-0796) before you drop off your items. 

If you prefer to bring donations on 2/14, that's fine too. 

We are in need of most items that we collect for distribution- packing 88 bags depletes 

our food stash rather quickly each month. Below is a list of items that we need.  Some of 

our congregations have volunteered to sponsor some of these items. However, if you 

would like to donate any of our other needed items, it would be much appreciated.  

Thank you, 

Kristi Rickrode 

jkrickrode@gmail.com 

717-752-0470 

 

Emmanuel, Abbottstown- Fruit Cup Snacks & Pop-Tarts 

Immaculate Heart of Mary- Chef Boyardee Cups & Mac -n-Cheese (Indvdl Serve Sizes) 

St. John's Lutheran Church- Chef Boyardee Cups (Indvdl Serve Size) & Pudding Cups 

Trinity Lutheran Church- Mac-n-Cheese & Veggie Cups (Individual Serving Sizes) 

York Springs U.M.- Juice Boxes, Mac-n- Cheese (Individual Cups), & Raisin Packs 

Zwingli UCC- Pop-Tarts, Oatmeal, & Tuna / Chicken Salad (Individual Packs) 

Dave Bowker- Fruit Snacks 

 

Other Items Needed: 

Ramen Noodles  

Goldfish Snack Bags 

Microwave Popcorn Packs 

Non Refrigerated Milk (Individual Serving Sizes)      
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Sunday Morning Schedule            
  8:45am -- Sunday School 

10:00am -- In-Person & Online worship 

On YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYusK7PV28KOqSVH6xpbFA 

On Zoom:       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134? 

                        pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09 

    or by dialing +1 929-205-6099  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134    Passcode: 407818    

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live  

Join us for Bible Study on Wednesday!  
I want to take a few minutes and invite you to Bible Study. I have personally 
grown because of the group and I think those that join us have experienced 
growth as well. With all of the things happening in the world around us, we 
sometimes just need to take a break, be encouraged, pray, and let scripture 

guide us. I hope you may consider joining us every Wednesday at 10:00am.  The Zoom link and                 
information is below. Meeting Link with Password: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?
pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09  Meeting ID: 907 836 5134; Password: 407818 

To call in use +1 929 205 6099. Use the Meeting ID and Password when prompted.  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING  
During the month of February, the Abbottstown & East Berlin Mobile Food Pantries and 

the congregations that support them have a healthy competition to see who can raise 

the most food and support for New Hope Ministries. The main goal of this food drive is 

to encourage a fun and competitive atmosphere with the end goal of sharing more       

resources with people in need.  During the month of February help us fill up our stage 

with soup, non-perishable food items, laundry soap, cleaning supplies or monetary     

donations, all of which will 

be donated to New Hope 

Ministries, and it will go 

where it is needed the 

most. Items for Ruth’s  

Harvest can also be        

donated and go towards 

our collection - these items 

will stay local.  Donations 

are due Sunday, February 

26
th
. Bring in your             

donations today! 

https://stjohnsatown.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b290d5e9d69f644eeaf3f1156&id=b9b5823340&e=1985e741ad
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnsAbbottstown/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9078365134?pwd=OEE2K002VkY4b0JCeWx5T2U3YmRRQT09
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ONLINE GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Looking for an alternative to cash or 

checks to give to the ministry and mission 

of the church?  Go to our website 

www.stjohnsatown.com and click on the 

donate button, or click on the QR Code  

below and help us grow in our giving by 

making an online gift.  You will have the 

option to make a one time donation or a 

recurring donation.  This website is easy, 

quick and very secure.   

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Envelope  
Special Designated Giving: 

 

During the month of February,   

the Special Designation on your envelope  

will go to Touch of Grace. It is our hope 

that our “Special Designation” gifts go 

above and beyond our regular giving to the 

general fund.  

February 5, 2023 

Treasurer’s Report 
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We are praying for: 
Those serving the larger church: 
Dr. Stephan J. and Jodi Lynn Swanson, RN  - Tanzania - Our sponsored ELCA missionaries 
 

Persons who are ill or hospitalized: 
Lainey Luckenbaugh, newborn daughter (1/17) of Olivia Staub and Logan Luckenbaugh - 
     hospitalized with bacterial meningitis 
Annie Sharrer - recovering at home following surgery 
Forlisa Goodall (friend of Lorna Runk) - recovering from surgery 
Ryan Laughman - receiving care at Hershey Medical Center 
Deb Kenney—receiving hospice care at home 
 
 

Persons undergoing treatment for cancer: 
Janet Heflin (friend of Lorna Runk) - receiving care for cancer 
Lois Brownwell - receiving care for cancer 
Wilbure Reese - receiving care for prostrate cancer 
Kim H. - receiving care for lymphoma 
Larry LaRue  - receiving care for prostate cancer 
Patsy Leese - receiving care for cancer 
Kandice March - receiving care for cancer and ongoing tests 
Doug Balko - receiving care for colon cancer 
 

We offer prayers to Diane Hockley, as she mourns the death of her husband, Barry Hockley. 

And, our homebound members: 

Carmen Baker    Erma Becker  

Gloria Breighner   Dorothy Bonebrake     

Dorothy Hoffheins  Merle Linebaugh   

 

Please inform the church office of any changes that can be made to the “Prayer Concerns” list: let us know if someone  
can be removed from the list, or if their status has changed.  Also, please contact us with additions to the list.   

Thank you for faithfully praying for our community. 

Happy February Birthdays! 

Clare Colgan   February 1 

Ainsley Harman  February 2 

Merle Linebaugh  February 3 

Luke Sprenkle  February 3 

Joshua Rickrode February 4 

Sarah Legore   February 5 

Tom Linebaugh  February 8 

Alexis Cutshall  February 9 

 

 

 

Cameron Miller  February 11 

Lisa Hart    February 12 

Kaitlyn Frey   February 13 

Darcy Tyson   February 13 

Lindsay Mummert February 14 

Kelly Kirchner  February 15 

Peggy Tyson   February 15 

Sandy Haverstick February 16 

 

 

 

Joan Sauter  February 17 

Liam Shafer  February 17  

Gary Landis  February 18 

Barb Colandreo  February 19 

Luke Frey   February 19 

Vicki Stewart  February 20 

Peter Petrie  February 21 

Stacey Bupp  February 23 

Ethan Garrett  February 23 

Rylee Haugh  February 23 

Carol Zeigler  February 24 

Samuel Fox  February 25 

Delores Lillich February 25 

Keith Shively  February 26 

Quynn Menges February 27 

Leah Slothour February 27 

Bodhi Harman February 27 


